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PREFACE 


THE aim of this book is to relate the Cross to human 
life after the close and intimate manner of the New 
Testament so that all may see in the blood of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, that which entirely cleanses 
the sinner from every spot and stain of sin’ both for 
time and eternity. The Cross stands at the Centre 
of the scheme of redemption, and is the point where 
Theology becomes vitalised into living, saving truth 
in the unfolding of the simple story of God’s redeeming 
love through Jesus Christ. Its dynamic influences 
and transforms human lives; its uplift brings vision 
and outlook ; its recreative energy fills the soul with 
all hope and joy; its unfailing efficacy rejoices the 
heart with the prospect of a redeemed world; and 
its light reveals the path to immortality. 

The condition of the believer is the direct result of 
what Christ has achieved as the World’s Redeemer, 
and His position in the Kingdom of God is assured at 
the Cross where he obtains “full salvation now.” 
The Cross determines the manner of life, the whole 
-course of conduct, the entire direction of a human 
soul because it irrevocably fixes man’s relationship 
to God as that of a child in the family circle of the 
heavenly Father. The Word of the Cross is urgent, 
its power pressing, its message convincing, its adapta- 
bility to every member of the human race most 
wonderful. In the individual and society, in Church 
and State, in Christian and heathen lands itsinfluence 
is leavening and changing the whole creation, its 


mighty, transforming power is the wonder and admira- 
tion of all; and Christ will not cease His gracious 
work for mankind through His conquering Cross 
until with one accord the world acknowledges Him 
as Saviour and crowns Him Lord of all. 

May the thoughtful and prayerful perusal of these 
pages lead every reader to glory in the Cross of Christ 
because of the assurance it gives of cleansing from 
all sin in the blood of the Lamb. 


DUMBARTON, IQI2. 
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“What does it mean, this wood 
So stained with blood ; 
This tree without a root 
That bears such frutt ; 
This tree without a leaf 
So leaved with grief ! 


“What does tts height proclaim 
Whose height is shame ; 
lis pit@ous arms outspread 
Where death lies dead ; 
And in the midst a heart 
Cleft wide apart! 


“Though fool, I cannot miss 
The meaning, this : 
My sin’s stupendous price ; 
His sacrifice ; 
Where closest friendships end, 
One friend—my friend.” 
HARRIET KIMBALL. 


ae ee 


CHAPTER I 
THE CROSS 


THE supremacy of the Christian religion is never 
more apparent than when it is brought side by side 
with any of the other religions of the world. The 
modern comparative study of religion brings into 
special prominence the outstanding characteristics of 
the personality of Jesus Christ and the uniqueness of 
His Cross. No other religious system is so closely 
bound up with the person of its founder as Christianity 
is with that of Jesus, and it alone has at its centre 
the Cross to purge from all sin. Christ in His revela- 
tion of God points men to a Father who loves them 
and earnestly desires their permanent good, whilst 
in other religions men are pointed to a supreme will 
to which they must blindly submit, or a set of 
doctrines which they must obey. Salvation through 
trust in a Person distinguishes Christianity from all 
rival systems, and the line of cleavage becomes more 
marked when we remember that this Person, once 
crucified, is now the living, regnant Christ who lives 
for evermore to energise, give power, and lead His 
followers to victory. This comparative study has 
powerfully vindicated the Christian conviction that 
such a thing as the fusion of Christianity with any 
other religious system as was recently brought forward 
in Japan is for ever impossible. Just as life is yet 
to blot out mortality, so Christianity is destined to 
supplant the religions of the world until it remains 
alone and supreme. The Cross is the centre of the 
world’s hopes, and Jesus the outstanding figure that 
draws its admiring gaze as never before. All history 
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clusters around Calvary as its focal point; all man- 
kind are summoned to it as the trysting-place where 
they can meet the Lover of their Souls. There the 
sad heart, the sorrowful spirit, the burdened soul, 
find joy, peace, and refreshment; there the weary 
and heavy-laden enter into the gladsome liberty of 
the children of God. The Cross reveals the outgoing 
of the forgiving love of God to sinners, and makes 
evident the sole ground on which sinners can be 
saved. It brings hope to the most despairing, joy 
to the most depressed, release to the most sin-burdened 
because it was the Son of God who loved and gave 
Himself for sinful men. Sin has occasioned discord 
and caused estrangement between man and his Maker, 
but the Cross in bringing God near to humanity has 
manifested the depth of harmony between the Divine 
Father and mankind. In a word the Cross has 
changed the whole face of the world by recreating men 
in the image of Christ, giving them vision to realise 
the vast possibilities of life, and enabling them to 
live in the conscious possession of overcoming power. 
There is a remarkable history behind “ David,” 
Michael Angelo’s wonderful creation. An unskilled 
sculptor commenced work upon a block of marble 
which, when he failed to make anything out of it, he 
flung aside as worthless. It lay for years soiled and 
blackened in a rubbish heap, but Michael Angelo 
heard of the rejected block, sought it out, and pro- 
ceeded with his chisel to turn it into a thing of beauty 
with the result that it became one of the most famous 
pieces of sculpture in the world, viewed with admiration 
by multitudes. Sin has ruined the soul, but when in 
the moment of penitence we meet Christ at the Cross 
immediately with His Divine touch it is changed and 
made beautiful. 
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Since Jesus has passed to glory by the pathway of 
Crucifixion He has the inherent right to change the 
life by His personal touch, to mould the character 
by His indwelling presence, and to remake the whole 
man after the Divine pattern by quickening and 
renewing the sinner with the life of God in the soul. 
The inner meaning and full significance of Christ’s 
death can only be apprehended when like the Apostles 
we view it in its relation to the sin of the world. To 
these early teachers it was this connection which 
specially mattered, as we gather from the emphasis 
which again and again they place upon it. The fact 
that Christ died is only a portion of their message, 
as they immediately proceed to state that this death 
had reference to our sins. It is this relation between 
the Cross and the removal of sin which gives us a 
Gospel to believe and to preach. ‘‘ Were you to mark,” 
says Dr. W. M. Clow, “‘ with red the great sentences 
(of Scripture) which declare that men are saved only 
by the mediation of the Cross of Christ, every page 
would be crimsoned. .. . We never do see the Cross of 
Christ without finding some sin set afresh in the light 
of God’s countenance.’ The proclamation of Christ’s 
death as a mere fact apart from its effect upon the 
sin of the World would be nothing more than the 
story of a noble, heroic martyrdom which might 
call us to greater self-sacrifice for humanity, but 
could never bring an inward quickening, redeeming 
power into our lives. The fact that the Redeemer 
bore our sins in His own body on the tree places His 
death on quite a different plane from that of any 
martyr who suffered for the faith. In the case of 
the latter the fact is the all-important thing, but 
in the former it is the explanation of the fact by 
placing it in its proper setting, and thus making clear 
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the mighty issues which flow from it, that marks it 
off from all other deaths. His dying for our sins 
transforms the Cross which would otherwise be but 
a mere historical fact into the glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God. 

The Gospel is, therefore, the story of redemption 
through the death of a Person, who, if He is to meet 
the needs of fallen humanity, must be God as well as 


' man. <A Divine Saviour is needed for a lost world: 


the God-man must give Himself up to the death that 
He may redeem unto God sinners of all nations. As 
Dr. Timothy Dwight says: ‘‘ The excellency of Christ 
gave all the real value, and efficacy to His sufferings. 
.... The Atonement of Christ certainly did not consist 
in mere suffering; but in such sufferings of such a 
Person.” Our idea of the nature of His Sacrifice at 
Calvary will have a determining influence in shaping 
our conceptions of His Person, and on the other hand, 
a proper conception of what He is in Himself will 
lead us to appraise His redemptive work at its true 
value. His death related, as it is, to the sin of the 
world by the New Testament writers, gives us no 
ground for any other belief than that He who gave 
up His spotless life upon the Cross, was God equal 
with the Father. 

The Apostles had no doubts that Jesus was the 
Son of God. These men, who were His close com- 
panions during His ministry, regard Him as God 
manifest in the flesh. When the Crucifixion, which 
seemed to shatter all their hopes, was followed by the 
resurrection and ascension, in deep adoration they 
worshipped Him as Lord. From the day of His 
ascension to heaven His followers ascribe to Him all 
Divine powers and adore Him as God. A circum- 
stance of the greatest weight is that the Apostles never 
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once offered any explanation of the fact of Christ ; 
they simply state the truth which they had learned 
in their own experience from His life and works that 
Jesus was the Eternal Son of God. It was the fact 
of the Divine Saviour wearing our human nature as the 
risen, exalted, glorified Lord that invested the Cross 
for them with a Divine significance, led them to 
attach saving power to His death, and gave them 
_ the vision of living in the power of an endless life. 
The Cross presupposes the Incarnation of the Son 
of God, and thus proclaims everlasting life to all 
that believe in His Name. ‘‘ The rays of His Godhead 
made glorious the storm-cloud of His suffering,” 
and cause His Cross to shine with an everlasting 
lustre. The value of Christ’s atoning work is not 
to be measured by His sufferings considered by them- 
selves, but in their connection with the Person of 
the sufferer. It was the fact that the sufferings were 
those of the Son of God which gave them their infinite 
value and redemptive power. We are not to regard 
the bloody tragedy of Calvary as a scene of capital 
punishment, but as the point where there was a full 
and complete vindication of God’s righteousness in 
the sacrifice offered for sin by Jesus Christ. At 
the Cross Jehovah unfolds the characteristics of His 
Nature, reveals the great love of His heart as at no 
other place in the history of the world. By this 
unveiling of Himself He has proved to the sons of 
men that He is what He declared Himself previously 
to be: ‘“‘ The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious ... . . forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin” (Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7). Amidst the 
thunderings of Sinai we behold a display of His 
majesty, holiness, and strict rectitude ; but at Calvary 
there is disclosed the tenderness and strength of 
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that ineffable love’ which He bears towards the 
children of men, and thus we realise that the just, 
righteous, holy God is the loving Father who in — 
order to bring sinners back to their proper relation 
‘of sonship, went out in the Person of Jesus Christ 
to reconcile them unto Himself. 


‘‘ Inscribed upon the Cross we see, 
In shining letters, ‘God is love’ ; 
He bears our sins upon the tree ; 
He brings us mercy from above.” 


The Cross reveals the Almighty Ruler of the Universe 
as strictly just to the very uttermost, but at the 
same time as infinitely loving for evermore: as 
inflexible in His opposition to sin and wrongdoing 
of every kind, but likewise earnest in His endeavours 
to break the malign power of evil in human hearts. 
The death of His well-beloved Son gives us a glimpse 
into the inmost heart of God, and is a manifestation 
of the love wherewith He loves sinful men; hence 
the Cross is the effect, not the cause, of that world- 
embracing, unchanging love. God in His rich love 
provided the satisfaction for sin that His holiness 
demanded as the basis for forgiveness which could 
not be bestowed upon the sinner as a matter of grace 
or favour. The Divine holiness cannot tolerate sin, 
and as a consequence the Divine love has put forth 
every effort to free the subjects thereof from its 
baneful, pernicious influences. Sin is of such a 
nature that it cannot be dealt with apart from Atone- 
ment, as forgiveness can only be granted on the 
ground that it has been overcome and taken away. 
It is impossible to deal with sin otherwise than as a 
stern fact: mere sentiment can accomplish nothing 
towards lifting its bight from our world. The human 
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heart demands expiation and is satisfied only when it 
knows that at the Cross sin has been completely 
atoned for by the sacrifice of the Divine-human 
Christ who is one with the Father. ‘‘ The Person 
we see and love,” says Dr. Hodge, “‘ the tears and 
blood we understand, are those of a man. But the 
man is God, and the blended righteousness and love 
which His death reveals are the righteousness and 
_the love of God.” Thus at the Cross the sinner is 
brought into the white light of God’s righteousness, 
purity, and holiness, not as a fire to consume him, 
but as the purifying flame of immortal love to burn 
the dross, filth, and defilement of sin out of his life 
that his graces may sparkle as perfectly refined gold 
issuing from the furnace. 

The love which stooped to save a lost world has 
quickening, transforming, uplifting, ennobling power, 
and it has but to be put to the test in order that we 
may realise this for ourselves. The living message 
of the Gospel, with its proclamation of redemption, 
gathers around the atoning sacrifice of Calvary where 
the blood was shed which cleanseth from all sin: 
the deepest need of the human soul is met at the 
Cross where ‘“‘ Christ died for our sins;’’ the heart 
longing for the joy and peace of deliverance is fully 
satisfied by the inflow of the love of God, bringing 
with it the calm of heaven into the life. 

The Cross requires to be studied in the light of the 
resurrection if we are to get a true conception of its 
place in the economy of grace. Indeed in the Master’s 
thought and the Apostolic teaching we find the 
death and resurrection united in the closest possible 
manner in Christ’s work for the redemption of the 
world. This intimate and repeated connection 
deserves our most serious consideration since it 
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occupies so prominent a place in the writings of the 
New Testament. The relation is no mere arbitrary 
one, but has a deep meaning for us if we are but 
willing to learn. The Apostolic conception leads 
us into the region of light and triumph by carrying 
our thoughts beyond the darkness of that tragic 
crucifixion scene to the dawn of a brighter, fairer 
day in Christ’s resurrection from the dead. From 
the suffering, dying Redeemer of Golgotha we pass 
to the living, victorious Christ of Olivet, then to 
the crowned and enthroned Son of God in glory, 
Who has all power in heaven and in earth. We 
cannot forget that ‘‘for the early Christians the 
resurrection of Christ signified the breaking in upon 
human life of a new world of triumph and hope.” 
In the power of His resurrection they were confident 
of victory in the darkest hours of trial and perse- 
cution when to all outward appearance it seemed 
as if the sun had been blotted out from their horizon. 

Jesus did not regard His death as an event 
standing by itself, but always spoke of it in con- 
junction with His resurrection. He was to be put 
to death, but this was to be followed three days 
after by His rising again from the dead. He regarded 
His dying as the pathway through which He must 
pass to the fulness of resurrection life in fulfilment — 
of His mission to mankind. The death of which 
He always spoke was entirely different from any 
other death in the world’s history, as it had within 
it the seeds of resurrection and was therefore destined 
to triumph over death and be merged into a higher, 
unending life in the glory of His Father. The 
incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension 
were the necessary steps in His earthly life for the 
world’s redemption and His return to that glory 


THE Cross Ig 


which He had with the Father before the foundation 
of the world. 

Our faith is not to fix itself on the death apart 
from the resurrection, on the empty Cross to the 
exclusion of the occupied throne. In the thought 
of the New Testament such an idea finds no place, 
as both are looked uponas comprehended inthe work 
of redemption and absolutely necessary to its com- 
pletion. It is this grand conception which invests 
the Cross with such sublime significance and mighty 
power. We there see that His death was entirely 
difterent from that of which the world hitherto or 
since had knowledge, as it had within it the elements 
of resurrection. Jesus made this clear when He 
stated of His life: “‘I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again’? (John x. 18). 
The Crucifixion scene with all its ghastly horror 
was the preparation for His emergence through the 
resurrection into the state of exaltation: in a word 
it was the door through which He had to pass ere 
He could enter on the glorified life. This death- 
resurrection incident in our Lord’s life on earth had 
to precede His admission to full dominion and Lord- 
ship in the Universe. The Seal of resurrection was 
required to attest the infinite value of His death 
and stamp it for evermore with the Father’s approval. 
Christ’s victory was so complete that God has exalted 
Him far above all principalities and powers by seating 
Him upon His own throne—‘‘ declared to be the 
Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection of the dead ” (Rom. i. 4). 

His coming to this world as the Divine Son brought 
heaven into touch with earthas never before, and His 
return after completing the work given Him to do 
as the God-man placed the world as potentially 
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redeemed in a new relation to heaven. He brought 
heaven to earth in His Incarnation; whilst by 
His death, resurrection, and ascension He lifted 
the earth heavenward. He has thus made it possible 
for us to realise our sonship and title to everlasting 
life in such a clear and distinct manner as to fill us 
with all hope and joy in believing. His death has 
brought forgiveness of sin and peace with God: 
through His resurrection we enter into possession 
of the new life. 

Reconciliation comes from Calvary; the power 
to walk in newness of life from the throne. ‘* For 
if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more being 
reconciled, shall we be saved by His life”’ (Rom. v. 
ro). Christ by the giving up of His life has set the 
human soul free from the bondage of sin, and by 
taking that life again He has the right to communicate 
grace which enables the redeemed soul to appropriate 
the Divine life and live in its overcoming, energising 
power. The grandeur and magnificence of the 
Cross when viewed from this standpoint is simply 
overwhelming. What a mighty force it is for right 
doing, holy living, noble service: what a source 
of inspiration and courage to the dejected, burdened, 
careworn children of men: what light it sheds on 
life’s darkest way, and with what glory it lights up 
the path to the city of God! It is stated that some 
of the mines in Cornwall become richer as the miners 
sink deeper. Some lodes were found still unex- 
hausted even at the depth of over fifteen hundred 
feet. The wealth of the Cross can never be exhausted, 
however great the demands upon it. The deeper 
we sink into its treasures the more valuable they 
become; not even eternity will disclose the abun- 
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dance of its riches which are reserved for sinners. 
The most needy can come with the assurance of a 
full supply for all their wants; the most depressed 
with the hope of receiving a new and joyful outlook 
upon life; the most burdened with the certainty 
of being freed from their load of guilt. At the Cross 
we obtain change of heart, enlargement of vision, 
expansion of life, growth of the spiritual nature, 
and eagerness for service. 

Schliimbach, the originator of the noble work of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association in Germany, 
was in his early years an open and avowed unbeliever 
who gloried in his disregard for Christ and Christianity. 
He made his way to America and fought in the Civil 
War, where among the soldiers he was noted for 
his wild atheism and blasphemy. He was after- 
wards brought to Christ through the influence of 
a Colonel whom he was visiting, and the change 
which the Cross brought into his life manifested 
itself in an earnest desire to serve Godin the ministry 
which he attained. In the face of many discourage- 
ments he gathered a few young men around him, 
founded a branch of the Association in Berlin which 
now has its offshoots over the whole land, and after 
a time succeeded in erecting the magnificent buildings 
which the Young Men’s Christian Association now 
occupy in that capital city of Germany. Having 
experienced the transformation of the Cross this 
man gave himself wholly and entirely to be used 
by the Master with such glorious results. 

The Divine redeeming love which streams from 
the Cross transmutes common metal to gold in 
changing the sinner into a saint, and enabling him 
to rise in the power of the resurrection life to the 
noble altitudes which a human soul saved by grace 
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can reach. All this is possible since Christ by His 
death and resurrection brings remission of sin with 
the power to live a new life to every penitent soul. 
‘““ Christ’s Cross,” says Samuel Rutherford, “is the 
sweetest burden that ever I bore: it is such a burden 
as wings are to a bird, or sails to a ship, to carry 
me forward to my harbour.’’ The Gospel message 
is focussed on the Cross of which it is the very life 
and substance. The Crucified Christ, risen and 
living, is the source of redemption, salvation, and 
holy living to a lost world: apart from Him and 
His saving work there is nothing but the darkness 
of doubt, uncertainty and dread. The feebleness 
of moral degeneracy is sure to lay hold on any form 
of Christianity that obscures the Cross or refuses to 
behold in it the sacrifice for the sin of the 
world. 

Through the Cross we are set free from all servitude 
to evil both within and without us, and enabled 
to triumph over every wicked power that would 
strive to harm us. A Naval officer took an old gun 
and encasing it with ten miles of copper wire sent 
an electric current along the wire until the gun had 
power to lift twenty-two tons. So the Cross having 
the continuous current of the Divine love is the 
great magnet of spiritual attraction for a lost 
world. | 

The true secret of progress and power, both for 
the individual and the church, is to be found in 
loyalty to this grand central truth of the faith, which 
as the theme of the Apostolic message brought such 
glorious victories to the early church. Our bare: 
assent to the great redemptive work of the Incarnate 
Son of God, Who was put to death for our sins, raised 
up again to give us life, and glorified that one day 
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we may share His glory, is not sufficient: there 
must be a firm, decided belief in Him as a Divine 
Saviour able to save to the uttermost and to keep for 
evermore, the true Lover of every sinful soul. Such 
an attitude of mind will lead the sinner to trust in 
Jesus as His own personal Saviour, and abiding at 
Calvary with penitent heart and receptive soul he 
will realise for himself in the consciousness of sins 
pardoned and the power to live a new life bestowed 
that the Cross is the unfailing source of spiritual life 
and well-being to every one that comes unto God 
through Christ. 

It has been said of the saintly Alfred Cookman : 
‘‘ Draw a circle of three feet round the Cross, and 
that would be all there was of Alfred Cookman.” 
It is in this godly man’s attitude to the Cross that 
we find the secret of his holy, devoted, Christlike 
life. The spirituality and usefulness of our own 
lives are determined by our relation to the Cross 
where Jesus meets and possesses the human soul. 

The Cross is not only the object of our glorifying 
here, but it ‘“‘is the loftiest note in the universal 
anthem that breaks like a sea of glory about God’s 


.throne.”” In the middle ages the Cross was the 


distinguishing badge of every Crusader, who had it 
embroidered on his right shoulder, and every follower 
of the Lord Jesus should have it engraven on his 
heart as well as impressed upon his life. The 
present age of indifference is no time to minimise 
the influence of the Cross, but rather to exalt and 
magnify it as God’s only remedy for sin. God 
earnestly desires that everyone of us should have 
an experiential knowledge of the Cross to save, to 
sanctify, and to glorify. Do not, as you love your 
immortal soul, be satisfied with anything less than 
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a personal knowledge of the Divine Salvation through 
the atoning work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


‘Weary souls that wander wide 
From the Central point of bliss, 
Turn to Jesus Crucified, 

Fly to those dear wounds of His! 
Sink into the cleansing flood ; 
Rise into the life of God.”’ 


I] 


SHE, POWER’ OF THE CROSS 


‘““ For the Word of the Cross is ... unto us which are being 
saved the power of God.”’—St. PAvt. 


“Go ye that will and build upon your sandy foundations ; 
vun up your superstructures till they ave as high as Babel’s 
tower, and tumble about your ears unable to support their own - 
weight ; but as for me, my soul shall rest upon this solid rock 
of substitution ; and clinging to the rock with confident resolve 
I know that I have no cause for fear since Jesus died for me.”’ 

SPURGEON. 


“While you may touch Christian hearts and move them to 
hunger after righteousness by all that Christ has said, when you 
wish to inspire them to faith and hope, and a new power to do 
the Will of God, you must lead them back to the Cross... . No 
man past or present, ever looked back to the Cross simply as a 
fact without knowing 11 to be the power of God unto salvation.” 


—CLow. 


“I cling to the old evangelical doctrine of the Atonement, 
to the Pauline interpretation of the Cross of Calvary, to the 
Gospel unfolded in a word like this, The Son of God loved me 
and gave Himself for me :—I cling to these things for many 
veasons, and, not least, because I do not know a move potent 
incentive to holy living and to untiving service.’’—SMELLIE. 


CHAPTER II 
THE POWER OF THE CROSS 


IN any attempt to estimate and unfold the power 
of the Cross full account must be taken of the mighty 
influence it has exercised down through the ages 
in the transformation of human life, the overthrow 
of wickedness, and the establishment of righteousness 
on the earth. If we are to obtain an adequate con- 
ception of its transforming power upon successive 
generations of the human race, we must compare 
the ideal of the ancient pagan world with the lofty 
ideal of Christianity, and at the same time recognise 
that it is the victories of the Cross which have 
leavened and are leavening the world with the spirit 
of brotherhood, self-sacrifice, lovingkindness, virtue, 
goodness, and compassion. 

Through the proclamation of its precious message 
gloom and despair have vanished before the blessed 
hope of an immortal life. The redemptive influences 
which issue from Calvary have changed the whole 
face of humanity—lives, ideals, outlook, service. 
The history of the centuries has been a record of the 
triumphs of the Cross, and the progress of the church 
in face of every form of unbelief a testimony to its 
driving power. Whatever good is in the world to-day 
manifesting itself through various channels for the 
cheering, brightening, and uplifting of humanity, 
we owe to the Cross with its leavening influence and 
inspiring force. The minds that conceive Christlike 
projects, the hearts that plan loving deeds, the 
hands that carry out beneficent designs for the welfare 
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of mankind receive their inspiration and momentum 
at the Cross. In commanding tones it calls us to 
faith, devotion, heroism, and unflagging industry, 
until a redeemed world, bowing in submission to 
Christ as King of kings, adores Him as Lord and 
Saviour. Its achievements have been accomplished 
because Jesus rose from the grave and was exalted 
to the throne of the Universe as Lord of all. 


‘‘ Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne, 
Yet that scaffold sways the future; 
And behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 

Keeping watch above His own.” 


Pes 


These forceful lines impress upon us the place 
of power which the Cross occupies in the Universe. 

Outside the sphere of the church the dynamic of 
the Cross has made itself felt in the affairs of state 
and the guidance of world movements. Indeed, 
there is nothing in all our Universe beyond the range 
of its comprehensiveness, nothing but stands to 
gain immeasurably by its recreative, propulsive 
energy. Unaffected by time, unimpaired by the 
unceasing demands made upon it, the Cross con- 
tinues to ring out its grand music to a lost world, 
to rouse human lives by its stirring appeal, to quicken 
them into newness of life by its saving efficacy. 

As the uncompromising foe of evil it comes to the 
sin-burdened soul with redemptive energy and 
renewing power to change the whole tenor of life 
by raising it to its highest power. John Bunyan 
thus bears his personal testimony to its power: 
‘One day as I was travelling into the country, 
musing on the wickedness of my heart, and con- 
sidering the enmity that was in me to God, the 
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Scripture came into my mind, ‘He hath made 
peace through the blood of His Cross.’ I saw that 
the justice of God and my sinful soul could embrace 
and kiss each other. I was ready to swoon, not 
with grief and trouble, but with solid joy and peace.”’ 
For a considerable time previous to this, under 
conviction of sin, his mental agony was so great that 
his health suffered, but at Calvary, as Macaulay 
beautifully puts it, ““From the depths of despair 
the penitent passed to a state of serene felicity.” 
The Cross had performed its gracious ministry in 
melting the hard heart, subduing the stubborn will, 
and bringing every thought into conformity to the 
mind of Christ, thus was his redeemed life filled with 
exceeding great joy. 3 

The power of the Cross is such an overwhelming 
factor in human life because it is the power of love— 
that love which has its centre and seat in the heart 
of God. The Eternal heart of love pours itself out 
at Calvary and radiates therefrom, generation after 
generation, to diffuse light, warmth, gladness, and 
unspeakable peace all around. The Divine love 
which stands revealed at the Cross has spared no 
pains, restrained no effort, refrained from no sacrifice 
in its manifestation to, and work for, sinners. In 
the light of that immortal, unchangeable love we 
behold God giving up His only and well-beloved 
Son to the death, and Jesus offering Himself volun- 
tarily a spotless atoning sacrifice for those who had 
wilfully turned away from Him in order that sinners 
might realise there was no depth to which redeeming 
love would not stoop to deliver them from sin with 
all its consequences. 

The Cross comes with the assurance that in the 
death of Christ we have a sacrifice for the sin of the 
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world planned and provided by the love of God. 
What a wonderful disclosure it gives us of Christ 
emptying Himself, taking upon Him the form of a 
servant, and yielding Himself up to the death for the 
redemption of sinful men! The tragedy at Calvary 
reveals to us the exceeding sinfulness of our sins, 
and at the same time the infinite love of God going 
out after sinners to redeem them from their iniquities. 
This conception takes us to the very heart of the 
Gospel, and shows us the source of that marvellous 
power which breaks the malignant influence of sin 
within the human life, and brings every thought and 
feeling into conformity to God’s holy law. 

“The Gospel of Thy grace my stubborn heart has won; 

‘For God so loved the world, He gave His only Son,’ 

That ‘whosoever will believe shall everlasting life receive.’ ”’ 

“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall he not also with Him 
freely give us all things ?’’ (Rom. vili. 32). 

The redemptive act which was completed in time 
had its inception in the heart of our loving Father 
from all eternity. Any attempt to date its beginning 
is futile: any effort to grip its magnitude vain. We 
can but bow with souls thrilled by the holy passion 
of that love which passeth knowledge, and under 
its enchanting spell find an outlet for the passionate 
longing of our hearts to be wholly Christ’s, in Dr. 
Matheson’s touching hymn of self-abandonment :— 

““O love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee: 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.’’ 
The redeeming Cross is still the power of God unto 
Salvation to every believing soul. 
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When Dante, disappointed in his youthful am- 
bitions, and finding in middle life after all his attempts 
to save himself by external conformity that he was 
still a wanderer far from God and holiness, betook 
himself as a penitent to the Cross, he experienced 
its power to cleanse from all sin, and received the 
inspiration which made him one of the Church’s 
foremost singers by which he has immensely enriched 
Christian literature for all time. It has been truly 
said that his Divina Commedia “‘shows genius of 
the very greatest order, and has never been sur- 
passed in terrible pathos, or in the picturesque of 
descriptive power.” All this was the product of 
a life swayed by the Cross and under its transforming 
power. Unfortunately there are still those who 
lay stress on certain externals in life, and conduct 
to render them well-pleasing in the sight of God, 
and as a consequence they regard the evangelical 
conception of the Cross as having practically no 
meaning for them. They emphasise the supposed 
power within themselves, rather than the power 
that flows into the life from personal contact with’ 
the Crucified: they are satisfied with the cleanness 
of the outside of the vessel when Jesus demands the 
cleansing of the heart and conscience with the 
result that they never experience the constraining 
power of Christ’s love in their own lives. No man 
who has felt the constraint of the Cross can ever 
allow himself to be deceived as to the inner nature 
of the true spiritual life, nor can anything but full 
forgiveness through the blood of Jesus bring him 
peace. He learns that the Christian religion is a 
thing of the heart which influences the whole life, 
walk, and conversation, so he refuses to accept any 
remedy except that which will go to the very centre 
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of his being, expel the poison of sin, and bring health 
to his soul. 

Adam Clark, the famous commentator, in his youth 
passed through a season of great anguish as he 
fervently sought forgiveness and the new life. He 
could not be satisfied with any external remedy, 
as his acute sense of sin led him to recognise that 
nothing less than an inward change of heart and life 
would bring him peace. One day in his agony he felt 
specially drawn towards Christ, and looking up with 
confidence to Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, his anguish 
vanished, his soul became peaceful through the 
change that had taken place within him. At the 
Cross his sin was pardoned, he passed from darkness 
to light, he entered into fellowship with God, his 
heart was filled with the delight of joy unspeakable. 

The Cross goes to the very foundations of a man’s 
being and makes him a new Creation in Christ. It 
proclaims that there is salvation in no other but 
Jesus, that all our imagined righteousness is as 
nothing before God Who must have purgation made 
for sin before He can or will forgive, that our most 
strenuous efforts after holiness without the presence 
and power of Christ in the life are resultless, that 
through faith in His atoning blood the sinner is 
cleansed every whit and given his rightful position 
in the Kingdom of his Father. Christ offers us the 
forgiveness of sin which He has secured by His death. 
‘In whom we have our redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses according to the 
riches of His grace’? (Eph. i. 7). The provision is 
ample in every respect, the sacrifice the most valuable 
that could have been offered ; the needs of the human 
soul have been fully met so that whosoever believeth 
in the Son of God passes from death unto life. 


: 
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A Japanese student who had previously been a 
bitter opponent of Christianity, thus answered the 
question why he had become a Christian :—“‘It is 
because the religion of Jesus is a religion of power. 
I studied earnestly the doctrines of Buddha and 
Confucius, but the more I studied the less peace I 
had. I had no power to carry out the teaching. 
In Christ we find truly the power to save men from 


sin.” It would be difficult to overrate the importance 


of such a testimony as this to the dynamic of the 
Cross. 

The love of Christ is irresistible in its movement 
to transform human lives by expelling selfishness, 
indolence, indifference, and create in the soul the 
earnest desire to do a brother’s part for Jesus’ sake. 
What a purifying, ennobling force this love as it 
radiates from Calvary is to a man’s whole being ! 
How it subdues the will, melts the heart, purges the 
conscience, enriches the life, bestows vision, so that 
under its influence we ‘“‘seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of 
God” (Col. i. r). Under the spell of the Cross a new 
interest in humanity is developed. A tenderness of 
affection, an outflowing of heart, a readiness to help, 
result from the constraint of the Cross once we become 
conscious of its redeeming power in our own lives. 
This compulsion led William Carey to devote his 
noble life to Mission work in India, and strengthened 
him to toil perseveringly and wait patiently during 
the seven years which ran their course before the 
first Hindu convert was baptized. It drew Henry 
Martyn to Persia that he might “‘ burn out for God.” 
Throughout the centuries it has been this constraining 
power which made the true followers of Jesus heroes 
in the face of danger, mighty to rebuke sin, full of 
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love in inviting sinners to Christ, and tender with a 
sweet gentleness to relieve the suffering, distressed, 
helpless, and needy. When the pathos of the Cross 
enters the heart with cleansing efficacy a new force 
takes possession of the life which gives it initiative, 
strenuousness, and activity. Immediately one feels 
the compulsion of love he is willing with a glad heart 
to undertake any duty the Master requires, and in 
this way he becomes God’s messenger of love to his 
fellow men. 

With love as the overmastering passion of His soul, 
Jesus became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Cross, and under the inspiration of His redeeming 
love we are not to draw back from any sacrifice or 
service He demands of us. No outward example or 
external ideal can touch the life and move the heart, 
as for this we need the inner purifying power and 
propulsive energy of the Cross. Sin can only be 
overcome at the blood-stained Cross on which the 
Lamb of God suffered and died for the sin of the 
world; it can only be overthrown by the power of 
the Crucified who now lives and reigns. If we wish 
to know the exceeding sinfulness of sin it is necessary 
to fix our gaze on the world’s Redeemer bleeding and 
dying for us, ‘the righteous for the unrighteous, 
that He might bring us to God” (z Peter ili. 18). 
What a memorial and monument of sin, what a vivid 
demonstration of its hideous character, what an out- 
standing view of its awful curse, what an unveiling 
of its blighting influence we have in the sein of 
Calvary ! 

But whilst it reveals sin in its true colina it also 
unfolds the greatness of God’s love and the riches 
of His grace. If by it because of our sins we are 
humbled to the very depths, by it we are also raised 
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to sit in heavenly places with Christ Jesus. The 
deep darkness of the night but tends to enhance the 
brilliant splendour. of the day, the dark background 
of sin brings out in dazzling brightness the richness 
of God’s grace. ‘‘ Where sin abounded, grace did 
abound more exceedingly; that, as sin reigned in 
death, even so might grace reign through righteous- 
ness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord ”’ 
(Rom: v. 20, 21). The holy, immaculate Son of God, 
by giving up His life upon the Cross has made it the 
revelation of sin in all its darkness of defilement, and 
by His triumph over death in His resurrection and 
ascension He has manifested through it the loving 
heart of God and His readiness to forgive all sin. 
Some idea of the extent to which the Cross 
impressed itself upon the minds and hearts of the 
early followers of the Master can be gathered from 
the relatively large space which the four Evangelists 
give in the Gospels to an account of the Passion. 
This is altogether out of proportion to the record 
which they give of the other events of our Lord’s 
ministry, and the minute detail into which they enter 
in unfolding its wonderful, heart-moving story, is a 
strong evidence of the power it exerted over their 
own lives. A no less striking fact is that, if we read 
the New Testament in the order in which the books 
were written, we are forced to notice the steady 
advance of the Cross to prominence until it becomes 
supreme. Undoubtedly it is set forth in all its saving 
power in the earliest books of the New Testament, 
but the manifestation of its power in their own lives, 
their knowledge of its function in changing and 
moulding human lives after the image of Christ, their 
experience of its mighty influence in leading them 
on to glorious victories for the faith, led the Apostles 
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to a deeper acquaintance with its transforming power, 
and ‘thus they came quite naturally to lay greater 
emphasis upon the doctrine of the Cross. This is 
made abundantly evident to any careful reader of 
St. Paul’s Epistles in which he cannot fail to note 
the advance in the later on the earlier Epistles. All 
the writers along the pathway of their own experience 
unfolded this grand and glorious doctrine in all its 
redeeming significance until what was at first a state- 
ment of the greatest fact in the world’s history, — 
became on the lips of St. John a rapturous doxology 
to the Redeemer of mankind: ‘‘ Unto Him that 
loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His blood ; 
and He made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto His 
God and Father; to Him be the glory and the 
dominion for ever and ever’ (Rev. 1. 5-6). The 
ripening of their knowledge under the instruction of 
the Holy Ghost gave them a fuller, grander, more 
complete message to proclaim. Their own inner 
experiences showed themselves in a certain maturing 
of their presentation of Christ’s death. Thus the 
way was opened for the supremacy of the Cross and 
the growth of its influence down through the centuries. 

In the light of the resurrection the Cross passes 
from being a sign of degradation, infamy, and shame, 
to be an arch of triumph, a trophy of victory, a 
glorious light undimming and unsetting which illumines 
the whole earth with the radiance of its glory. The 
mournful notes of an awful tragedy have been trans- 
formed into a pean of celestial joy. Nothing is now 
impossible with the risen, glorified Saviour, leading 
His followers on to victory under the sign of the 
Cross. They dread no hostile power, they fear no 
opposing religious system, they despair not of the 
salvation of the vilest sinner. By its power Saul of 
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Tarsus, the relentless persecutor of all that called 
on the name of Jesus, is transformed into Paul the 
Apostle, who under the magic spell of the crucified 
makes the watchword of his life those immortal 
words: ‘‘ But far be it from me to glory save in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world ’’ (Gal. vi. 14). The symbol of degradation is 
transformed into the symbol of redemption, and thus 
the tragedy at Golgotha becomes the source of glory- 
ing. The Cross which had at first left the disciples 
amazed and hopeless becomes to them in the light 
of His risen life the grand instrument for the world’s 
redemption. Under its inspiration these brave heroes 
of the faith afford proof of the truth of Carlyle’s state- 
ment: ‘“‘ Difficulty, abnegation, martyrdom, and death, 
are the allurements that act upon the heart of man.” 
Such courage in face of past weakness and vacillation 
must have had some wonderful force behind producing 
it. We find the explanation of this in the fact that 
these men recognised in the Cross the foundation of 
His throne, and that from it their Lord ascended to 
sway the sceptre of the Universe. In its light they 
came to understand why Jesus time and again laid 
such strong emphasis on His death. They now realised 
the tragic meaning attached to the drinking of His » 
cup, and the baptism of blood which He had to 
undergo in giving ‘“‘ His life a ransom for many.” 
How clearly they would recall those words uttered 
on the night of His betrayal at the institution of the 
_Lord’s Supper concerning His broken body and shed 
blood! All that wonderful teaching of His death and 
resurrection which in the days of Christ’s sojourn 
with them, their veiled understandings failed to 
grasp in its full significance, is now transfigured by 
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the radiance of glory as it shines in all splendour 
upon the Cross. They behold the Father glorified 
and the world lifted Godward in the death of the 
Son. In the light of this unsurpassable revelation 
of Divine love St. Paul but voices the feelings of his 
fellow-believers when he exclaims in concluding that 
matchless eighth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans: 
‘Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? 

. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’ Such faith begotten at the Cross has been 
the inspiration of believing lives ever since. The 
roll of heroes, martyrs, confessors, and defenders of 
the faith did not end with the Apostolic Age. The 
history of Christianity contains the moving story of 
innumerable souls that counted not their lives dear 
unto them for the honour of Jesus, and pressing the 
Cross to their loyal and true hearts joyfully, went 
to untimely deaths, often with great suffering rather 
than deny the Lord that bought them. They had 
fellowship with their Lord in His sufferings, being 
conformed unto His death, and now with Him ey 
reign in glory. 

The Cross has lost none of its power to draw 
human souls to Jesus. No Christian can read such 
a volume as “* Broken Earthenware ”’ without thanking 
God and taking fresh courage. The Cross has the 
power to redeem “the Puncher’? and “Old Born 
Drunk,” to cleanse them from their sins, destroy 
the old appetites and passions, and give them strength 
to continue stedfastly in welldoing. It created within 
the former that hunger for souls which under God 


THE POWER OF THE CROSS 39 


made him the means of winning souls of the most 
hopeless class for Jesus, and enabled the latter just 
before his death in answer to the question, “‘ You 
are quite happy ? You know that God has forgiven 
you everything ?”’ to answer firmly “‘I am without 
fear.’ Christ Crucified is still ‘‘the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God”’ for the salvation of a sin- 
ruined humanity. 

In Greenland, the Moravian Missionary told the 
people about the nature of God, His providential 
care, and such like, but made no reference to the 
Cross until on one occasion they overheard him 
reading the Gospel story of Christ’s death. Their 
untutored hearts at once went out to Him who had 
done so much for them, and they exclaimed, ‘‘ Why 
did you not tell us this before ?’’ The simple story 
of the Cross had moved them mightily: by its 
attracting power they were drawn to Jesus. The 
message of the Evangel is Christ the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believes. Have 
you, dear reader, experienced the redemptive love 
of God in Christ Jesus? Have you at the Cross 
entered into the fulness of life which is life indeed ? 
Are you living in the power of the overcoming life ? 
Whatever else you miss make sure that you are in 
possession of the benefits of Christ’s redeeming death. 

‘‘ Now Lord I give myself to Thee, 
I would be wholly Thine, 
As Thou hast given Thyself to me, 
And Thou art wholly mine ; 


O take me, seal me for Thine own, 
Thine altogether, Thine alone.” 


III 


THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS 


““We preach Christ Crucified.’—St. Pav. 
“ Above all, it must be remembered that the chief task of the Church 


ts still the preaching of the Gospel, that is to say, the message of. 


redemption and of eternal life.” —-HARNACK. 


“The more inward, and the more spiritual, and the more 
experimental, your own religion becomes, the move will you 
value inward, and spiritual, and experimental preaching, 
and the more will you resent the intrusion into the evangelical 
pulpit of those secular matters that so much absorb unspiritual 
men.’ —WHYTE. 


** Apostolic preaching... proclaims a crucified, visen, veignin 
bs > 


and coming Saviour and Lord. It is universal in time, having 
touch with past, present and future ; in extent, reaching out 
to all men of every race and class in the world ; and tn character, 
holding the one vemedy for all sin, the one way of veconctliation 


with God, the one path to eternal life... . Thus tn all essential 
vespects we find in the apostolic preaching the regulative basis 
of Christian preaching im all times.’’—DARGAN. 


“Do you believe in the forgiveness of sins ? Then preach it. 
Tell tt to other people... . Let the joy of it come to you, and as 
your own heart overfiows with the fulness of that joy, declare 
unto others God’s salvation, and teach transgressors His way.” 

' -_CEIFFORD: 


a 


CHAPTER III 
THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS 


WHATEVER form our preaching may assume—exposi- 
tory, topical, or otherwise—in substance it must 
contain the essentials of the Christian Faith and have 
at its centre the Cross of Christ, as it alone assures 
the sinner that since Atonement has been made for 
sin he can beat peace with God through the forgiveness 
of sin which comes to him in response to his faith 
~ in Jesus, the Saviour of men. The chief function of 
the preacher is to proclaim to sinful men Christ and 
Him Crucified, and He can only do this successfully 
when his message is the result of what he knows and 
has experienced in his own life. If we are to have 
Christ presented in all the fulness of His salvation, 
then it is necessary for the ambassador to have had 
personal dealings with, and a close vision of, the 
Saviour in which there was an impartation of His 
quickening to the life, His holy passion to the soul, 
and His intense earnestness to seek and to save the 
lost. | 

There will be variety in the form in which the 

Gospel message is presented, but however preachers 
may differ in the manner of unfolding Divine truth 
it is demanded that they always, after the Apostolic 
fashion, be true to the central truth of Christianity 
in presenting the death and resurrection of Christ 
as the ground of remission of sins and the birth of 
the new life within the soul of man. The preacher 
needs to have the firm conviction begotten from 
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personal knowledge that there is no pathway to 
righteousness and to God but the way of the Cross. 
Matthew Arnold in ‘Literature and Dogma”’ says, 
‘Try all ways to righteousness you can think of, 
and you will find that no way brings you to it except 
the way of Jesus.” In Apostolic preaching the 
proclamation of the good news of the Kingdom of 
God was always connected with the Crucified, but 
living and glorified Christ,in whom there was the 
assurance of redemption through His blood with full 
pardon of all sins and the bestowal of righteousness 
to every believing soul. The history of the centuries 
makes it abundantly clear that the preaching of the 
Cross has been the agency used by God for overcoming 
sin within and bringing Divine grace into, human 
lives through the power of the Holy Ghost imparting 
the benefits of Christ’s redemption. Such’ preaching 
grips and holds the heart, sways and influences the 
life, stirs up and quickens the conscience, rebukes 
and condemns selfishness, and draws the whole man 
Godward under the impulse of the Divine love as no 
other form of address can possibly do. To accomplish 
this, as Dr. A. T. Robertson in “ The Glory of the 
Ministry ”’ says, the minister ‘“‘ must himself be trans- 
figured by the Spirit of Christ, have the Spirit of 
Christ in him, if he hopes to see others transfigured 
by his life and words. This spiritual appropriation 
is the first result of contact with Christ... . It is the 
vital touch of the human spirit by the Spirit of Christ.”’ 
The magnifying of Christ in His saving work, the 
unfolding of the Cross in its redemptive significance, 
the proclamation of forgiveness and fellowship with 
God in Jesus’ name have on all occasions been 
attended with the ingathering of souls and their 
spiritual upbuilding by the operation of Divine grace 
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in human hearts. It is absolutely impossible to 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean, to transform 
a sinner’ into a saint, to change the desires and 
aspirations of the soul, apart from the Cross where 
the blood was shed which cleanseth from all sin. To- 
day the most successful and richly blessed ministries 
are those that unfold the doctrine of the Cross in all 
its fulness, tell the story of redeeming love from 
warm, devout hearts, and commend the Gospel of 
Christ by unselfish, loving, winsome lives. In the 
midst of the unbelief and carelessness of a pleasure- 
loving, worldly generation whose ideals are largely 
materialistic, the true ambassador of Calvary still sees 
the pleasure of the Lord prospering in his hand. 

Tennyson in his poem “ The Holy Grail’’ points 
out that Sir Galahad who saved himself by losing 
himself, was the only one at the Round Table that 
saw the Holy Grail, and in response to Arthur’s 
question, answers : 

“But I, Sir Arthur, saw the Holy Grail, 
I saw the Holy Grail and heard a cry— 
‘O Galahad, and O Galahad, follow me.’ ”’ 

He who gives himself with entire consecration to be 
the Messenger of the Cross will in the light of the 
heavenly vision see the results of his untiring efforts 
in regenerated, redeemed souls—a vision denied to 
all that lift not up the Cross as God’s only remedy 
for sin. Its redemptive energy is as potent now as 
ever it was in the past, and it is the preacher’s duty 
to keep the means by which alone salvation from 
sin can be procured in the very forefront of his 
message. In other words he must, abiding by the 
Cross, continually hold up Jesus to the view of an 
admiring, but not always believing world, as the 

only Saviour of men. ‘‘To His ministers,” says 
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Dr. Cuyler, ‘“‘ He entrusts this life-giving Gospel—not 
to be altered, or overlaid or veneered, much less to 
be apologised for or concealed. The sublime purpose 
of this Gospel is to bring God to man and man to God. 
. . . The precious Gospel is as fresh and as strong, 
and as indispensable and powerful, as when it was 
thundered from the lips of Paul.” 

In the Cross we have a theme of perennial freshness, 
a spring from which living waters continually flow 
for the healing of mankind, and a fountain of perpetual 
satisfaction to the human soul. We can weil under- 
stand the feelings which animated the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles who had experienced in his own life 
transformation by the Cross, when he exclaimed : 
‘But far be it from me to glory, save in the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ ’’ (Gal. vi. 14). He recognises 
the moral power that is lodged in the death of Christ 
a power adapted to reach the case and complete the 
salvation of even the worst sinner. Whatever else is 
shaken the Cross stands fast as the citadel which ° 
the storms of time cannot overthrow nor the enemy 
capture. In all his preaching the emphasis must be 
placed upon it if the herald of the Gospel is to faith- 
fully carry out the terms of his commission. It is 
requisite to keep His vicarious sufferings and triumph ~ 
over death so prominent that the sinner beholding 
Jesus condemned in his place and living to give him 
life will, under the impulse of Divine love, make the 
full surrender of heart and life to His Saviour. The 
Saintly Hedley Vicars, after his return to England 
from Canada, wrote Dr. Twining who had been his 
minister there: ‘‘ Continue, as you have hitherto 
done, to know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him 
Crucified, and you must be successful. No other 
preaching will be of any avail, nor afford one ray of 


THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS 47 


comfort to him who knows himself to be a lost and 
undone sinner.” 

The Word of the Cross comes to the heart that 
has sinned and suffered, to the maimed, halt, and 
blind of humanity with the message of forgiveness 
and cleansing which alone can satisfy the soul. 
Forgiveness apart from the Cross would entirely fail 
to bring this inward satisfaction. Results will always 
attend the preaching of pardon, peace, reconciliation 
with God through the Redeemer’s shed blood. The 
foundation of the Gospel, the real basis of everything 
pertaining to our present and future welfare, is in 
the sacrificial death of Christ, taken in conjunction 
with His resurrection from the dead. This foundation 
has been laid once for all, so that the man whose life 
has been transformed at the Cross can with absolute 
confidence proclaim its unfailing power to meet the 
deepest needs of humanity, commend the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as suitable to every sinner’s 
case, and preach through the Redeemer’s death full 
remission of all sins, acceptance with God, and final 
victory over all the forces of evil. It has been well 
said that “even to-day evangelism is the only true 
regenerator of the human heart, the only real cleanser 
of the life of a nation.”” These words contain a great 
truth and emphasise an aspect of Christ’s saving 
work that should not be overlooked. The only hope for 
nations as well as for individuals is in the Cross, because 
in no other way than by the one great sacrifice which 


_ Christ offered on Calvary can mankind be redeemed. 


The primary aim of the Gospel is to Christianise 
society through the regeneration of the individual, 
and so each soul must be brought into personal contact 
with the Saviour, that at the Cross the burden of 
his sin may be removed. Those who attempt to 
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socialise Christianity by dealing with men in the 
bulk misapprehend the true nature of conversion, 
which is the bringing of the individual soul into vital 
union with Jesus the Saviour of sinful men. We need 
to remember that people are not redeemed in the 
mass, but must be brought back to God through 
Christ one by one. The Word of the Cross is a 
powerful appeal to the individual soul to turn from 
dead works to serve the living God, to lay hold upon 
Christ by faith and make Him his own personal 
Saviour, so that in union with his Lord he may in 
this world live a holy life, which will hereafter be 
merged into the life with God for evermore. This 
appeal can be made solely on the ground that Christ’s 
atoning work is at the very foundation of our faith, 
because, if this be set aside, there is no ground for 
salvation. The Apostles recognised that if their 
preaching of Jesus was to change and fill human 
lives with hope it must have the living, reigning 
Christ as its substance, and the moving story of His 
redeeming love as its theme. Hence the preaching 
of the Apostolic age was the proclamation of a cruci- 
fied, risen, exalted, glorified, regnant and coming 
Redeemer and Lord. To these early preachers the 
Cross was the sole remedy for sin, the only way by 
which a soul could obtain reconciliation and peace 
with God, the one avenue to the life everlasting, as 
He who gave Himself up to the death thereon, had 
been exalted to the highest place of power and 
dominion in the Universe. Flesh and blood do not 
reveal unto the ambassador of Christ the preaching 
that is needed to save souls, but the Father in heaven. 
Just as the water required to supply the city’s needs 
comes from the everlasting hills, and is brought 
thither by the pipes which have been laid for that 
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purpose, so, if we are to be channels to convey the 
water of life, then we must go right back and tap the 
eternal, unfailing source of God’s illimitable supply. 
“Alas for the unhappy man,” declares Emerson, 
“that is called to stand in the pulpit, and not give 
the bread of life.” He who keeps Christ and Him 
crucified in the forefront of his proclamation of Divine 
truth brings the bread of God to nourish hungry 
souls and the water of life to quench their thirst. 
There is deep down in the heart of humanity a desire 
to know more of Christ in the fulness of His power 
to save unto the uttermost all that come unto God 
by Him. It is related that some of the ablest students 
at a women’s college opened a class for teaching the 
poorest of the men in a neglected district. The lady 
workers did everything in their power to help the 
members of the class by instruction in reading, 
writing, etc. After some time they asked the men 
if there was anything in particular that they wished 
to hear more about, and the reply was: ‘‘ Could you 
tell us something about the Lord Jesus Christ ? ”’ 
Their hearts were yearning for something more than 
mere externals, and they felt that Christ alone could 
satisfy that heart-hunger which possessed them. 

St. Paul’s Gospel which he preached, had as its 
sum and substance the saving work of Christ in His 
death and resurrection. Dr. A. T. Robertson points 
out that “the dynamic of the Cross is central in 
Paul’s mind. He does not mean that his own case 
is peculiar in this respect. The rather, he argues that, 
if God could save him through Christ, no one need 
despair. It is just because Jesus can save the worst 
of men that the preacher has the heart and hope to 
go on with his work.’ The Cross was at the heart 
and centre of the Apostolic message, as these early 
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preachers fearlessly proclaimed remission of sins to 
all who accepted the crucified and risen Christ as their 
Saviour. On the day of Pentecost St. Peter pointed 
out the pathway to pardon when he answered the 
cry of the multitude which was called forth by his 
weighty and pointed discourse, “‘ Brethren, what shall 
we do ?”’ by declaring ‘‘ Repent ye, and be baptised 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto 
the remission of your sins.” (Acts ii. 37, 38.) By the 
outward act of baptism they were to testify to the 
inward work of grace whereby their sins were blotted 
out through the blood of Christ. 

The death of Christ shows us as nothing else can 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and it is only when 
men realise the enormity of sin that they will truly 
repent of it. Sin is being regarded far too lightly 
by this generation, and many are so devoid of the 
sense of sin that they are really unwilling to admit 
themselves as sinners. It has been truly said that 
“decay of the sense of sin against God is one of the 
most serious portents of these days.” This false and 
unscriptural view of sin is keeping multitudes away 
from the Saviour, as no one will ever come to Jesus 
for salvation until feeling the burden of his sin, he 
recognises that none but Christ can deliver him. The 
preaching of the Cross makes the sinner realise the 
heinousness of sin as committed against a holy God 
and beholding Christ suffering even unto death because 
of it, he will turn away from his sin as loathsome and 
defiling ; then laying hold on Jesus as Saviour and 
submitting to Him as Lord, the precious blood of 
God’s own son will cleanse him from all sin. In this 
way the soul attains to the knowledge which St. Paul 
possessed that in the Cross saving virtue is always 
lodged. One who afterwards became a most successful 
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preacher tells us that under the preaching of John 
Wesley he was so impressed that he said to himself, 
‘“‘ This man can tell the secrets of my breast ; he has 
shown me the remedy for my wretchedness, even the 
blood of Christ,’ and through it he obtained the 
peace which he so much desired. In the death of 
Christ we have God’s judgment on sin, so that it is 
now possible through the sacrificial work of His Cross 
to have reconciliation effected between man and his 
Maker. To minimise sin is to make light of the 
atoning death of Christ, to undervalue God’s efforts 
for man’s redemption, and thus to have a most inade- 
quate conception of the Divine salvation. The word 
of the Cross must be so preached as to make men 
realise in their inmost souls that “the wages of 
sin is death,’ and that only through the redemption 
which Christ has accomplished can they escape ever- 
lasting death. The sinner must first of all be made 
to recognise his true position before God, then it is 
the preacher’s duty to point him to the all-sufficient 
Saviour through whose atoning blood he can be cleansed 
from all sin. John Ruskin has said that if a square 
inch were cut out of any of Turner’s skies the infinite 
would be found in it, so in every sermon there should 
be found the pathway leading to the cross of Christ 
and His throne. From the day of Pentecost every 
quickening of religious life has been brought about, 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit, by the pro- 
clamation of the death and resurrection of Christ as 
the ground of the sinner’s hope. This is the preaching 
which enriches and satisfies both for time and eternity. 
C. H. Spurgeon always kept the Cross at the very 
heart of his message, and to-day, more than two 
decades after his decease, his sermons continue to be 
issued week by week with growing influence and 
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power. Those sermons full of the glorious Gospel of — 
God’s redeeming love meet the inmost needs of human 
hearts generation by generation, hence they have in 
them the element of timelessness, as they are ever 
fresh with the beauty and glory of the Lord. 

The kingdom which we have received can never be 
moved, and “that kingdom involves the changeless 
Christ, an unalterable Gospel, a faithful Church, and 
a living ministry.”’ Those who have been com- 
missioned by God to proclaim the everlasting Gospel 
must preach the preaching which He bids them. If 
they fail to do this they must answer to God for 
neglecting to proclaim the whole truth of the Gospel. 
Dr. Parker says: “the Apostle Paul never could 
have been an ethical preacher in the sense in which 
that term is used to-day. He preached Christ and 
Him crucified. ... The evangelical preacher converts 
the souls of men that he may win them for Christ 
and bring them as trophies of Divine grace to the 
Saviour who commissioned him. I have no faith 
whatever in ethical preaching. It is fair-weather 
preaching, it is the preaching of invention, it is the 
preaching of vanity.” 

There is no such thing as a new Gospel—all such 
are man-made counterfeits—but there are new visions 
of the Christ. In the light of this fresh vision of the 
glorified Redeemer, His ambassadors are called upon 
to go back into their pulpits and proclaim with all 
their consecrated powers the fulness of His incarnation, 
passion, death, resurrection, and second coming. 
‘“‘ There is only one kind of preaching,’ says Jackson 
n ‘ The Preacher and the Modern Mind,” “ that has 
ever been able to give guarantees to morality, and 
that is the preaching which magnifies the grace of 
God in Jesus Christ.” 
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The once crucified, but now living, loving, inter- 
ceding Christ, must be the sum and substance of all 
our preaching, as it is absolutely necessary to make 
men see for themselves the value of the Cross of Christ 
if they are to be won for Him. The main object of 
preaching is missed unless souls are led thereby to 
decision for Jesus Christ and as a result to holy living. 
That mighty man of God, Thomas Boston, in his 
quaint volume, ‘A Soliloquy on the Art of Man- 
Fishing,” says: “‘ The design and work of fishers is 
to catch fish. This is the work that preachers of the 
Gospel have taken in hand, even to endeavour to 
bring souls to Christ. Their design in their work 
should be the same. Tell me, O my soul, what is 
thy design in preaching ? for what end dost thou lay 
the net in the water? is it to show thy gifts, and 
to gain the applause of men? Oh, no! Lord, Thou 
knowest my gifts are very small; and had I not 
some other thing than them to lean to I had never 
gone to a pulpit.” Jesus was the substance of his 
message, and this was energised and vitalised by the 
experimental knowledge of the Saviour which he had 
gained, thus the word of life was proclaimed in power, 
wisdom, love, and much assurance to the salvation 
of souls. 

The preacher must press the Cross to his own 
responsive heart if he is to become absorbed in its 
glorious message; he must be a man who _ has 
experienced the uplift of the Cross in his own life 
if he is by his preaching to uplift others; he must 
himself have the vision of God if he is to raise men’s 
gaze from the sordid things of earth to behold the 
glories of the unseen and eternal; and he requires 
to be-a man full of the love of Christ if he is to lead 
others to experience for themselves the Divine love 
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which passeth knowledge. Such an one will have 
something of the same feeling which Samuel Ruther- 
ford had when he exclaimed, “It is my heaven on 
earth to spend my days in gathering in some souls 
to Christ.”” The word of the Cross gives the soul 
the vision of Christ, brings the sinner to know for 
himself the value of Christ’s death, assures him of 
grace to live a virtuous and victorious life, and of a 
Home with God in that House not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens. The Minister of the Gospel 
must bring his very best gifts and graces to the 
sublime work of preaching the Cross. The Word of 
the Cross is still to those who are being saved the 
power of God, and so in the proclamation of Divine 
truth the Cross should always be central. When one 
takes account of George Eliot’s religious views perhaps 
in modern literature there is nothing more striking 
than the sermon which this writer puts into the 
mouth of Dinah Morris on the village green as given 
in ‘‘ Adam Bede.” In spite of an outward disregard 
for the customs and practices of Christianity she 
could not get away from the fascinating spell of the 
Cross, and in this sermon it is unfolded with unction 
and power. Having described the sufferings and 
agony through which Christ passed, she proceeds. 
‘* All this He bore for you! For you—and you never 
think of Him; for you—and you, turn your backs 
on Him; you don’t care what He has gone through 
for you. Yet, He is not weary of toiling for you: 
He has risen from the dead, He is praying for you 
at the right hand of God. ‘Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.’ And He is upon 
this earth too; He is among us; He is there close 
to you now; I see His wounded body and His look 
of love.’’ The Cross is thus made the basis of a 
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forceful, urgent exhortation to receive Christ in the 
fulness of His saving, life-giving power into the heart 
by faith. Preaching which fails to emphasise the 
redeeming efficacy of Christ’s work for sinners lacks 
the very element which draws the human soul God- 
ward, and consequently will be without results, but 
the proclamation of Christ and Him Crucified as the 
only hope of sinners leads the soul to a safe anchorage 
for time and eternity, and abounds in fruit to the 
glory of God. The anointed man who lives daily 
in the light of God, will present the old Gospel fresh 
with the dew of the morning; he will so magnify the 
Lord Christ that men will be attracted to Him as 
they realise that He alone can meet their needs and 
satisfy their souls, thus Jesus will see of the travail 
of His soul and be satisfied. Dr. J. H. Jowett asks: 
“Is our preaching rich enough to enrich and vital 
enough to quicken?” and thus proceeds: ‘‘ When 
I turn to apostolic witness and preaching | am 
growingly amazed at the fulness and glory of the 
message. There is a range about it, and a vastness, 
and a radiance, and a colour which have been the 
growing astonishment of my latter years.’’ The 
apostolic preaching draws its grandeur from the cruci- 
fied, living, reigning Redeemer who is its central 
theme—the altar sanctifies the gift. It is told of 
Samuel Rutherford that, on one occasion, while he 
was engaged with much keenness in the great con- 
troversies of his day, he had occasion to use the name 
of Christ, and suddenly became so fascinated that 
all else was forgotten. He forgot his quarrel with 
the Bishops, and began to magnify Christ in such 
ravishing language that one of the Scots lords in the 
congregation who had grown weary of the former 
debate, but was now touched to the heart, cried out, 
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“Hold you there, Rutherford; you are right 
now.” 

The preacher who abides by the Cross and magnifies 
Christ is in his proper place: he is going about his 
work in the right way. The delighted, edified, blessed 
people to whom he ministers will with one accord 
urge him to hold there. He has the assurance of 
abundant success in our Lord’s own promise: “ And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men 
unto Myself’? (John xii. 32). The faithful sower of 
this Gospel seed will return at the harvest season, 
bringing many precious sheaves with him. 

Let Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God unto salvation to every one that believes be the 
preacher’s theme, and his ministry will be enriched 
by immortal souls won as trophies of grace for King 
Jesus. 

Humanity hungers to-day for the unfolding of the 
old, old story of God’s redeeming love in Christ, and 
the cry of the heart is :— 

; “Tell me the old, old story 
Of unseen things above, 


Of Jesus and His glory, 
Of Jesus and His love. 


“Tell me the story simply, 
As to a little child; 
For I am weak and weary, 
And helpless and defiled.” 


God help every ambassador of Jesus Christ to 
respond with the moving, subduing story of the Cross. 


IV 


THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS 


i‘The unsearchable riches of Christ.’’—StT. Pavt. 

“* The Salvation of the Cross! Its centre ts the forgiveness 
of sins which the Cross alone made possible ; but ts not tts 
issue here, in the lifting of the soul above the pride of life and 
consecrating tt in the profoundest gratitude to ‘Him who 
vedeemed us and washed us from sins in His own blood’ ?”’ 

—PHILLIPS BROOKS. 


“ The Incarnate God brings with Him from heaven the final 
word on ail subjects concerning which He has spoken; and 
though in His Person He ts the mystery of mysteries, yet at once 
vecetved, He becomes forthwith the solution of all mysteries, 
and faith in Him ts at once the satisfaction of the intellect and 
the repose of the heart.’’—TayLor. 


‘“‘ The Ocean of grace flows about the shore of common life, 
into all its distresses and gaping wants, and tt fills every crack 
and crevice to the full... . The Crown of life can be brought to 
the most besotted, and the pure white robe to the most defiled.”’ 

— JOWETT. 
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THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS 


Tue simple statement of God’s redeeming love in 


Christ touches the heart, thrills the soul, and influences 
the whole life in a most remarkable manner. In 
some inexplicable, yet very real way when accepted 
and believed it changes through the inner working 
of the Holy Spirit the entire life, walk, and conversa- 
tion by bringing the human soul into fellowship with 
God. The Cross of Jesus Christ must always be 
placed at the very heart of the Gospel message owing 
to its central position in the whole scheme of redemp- 
tion. ‘‘ Waterloo,’ declared Victor Hugo, “‘is the 
change of front of the Universe.” This is undoubtedly 
an exaggerated statement, but we can with absolute 
truth say that “Calvary is the change of front of 
the Universe.’’ The great, far-reaching transaction 
which was carried to completion there has indeed 
changed the whole face of the world and suffused it 
with celestial light. Above the gloom and misery 
of sin there always shines the star of an undying 
hope cheering us onward with the assurance that 
sincé the world has been already potentially redeemed 
the evil will be finally vanquished in the triumph of 
the good. From that hill of crucifixion goes forth 
the hopeful and inspiring message, ‘‘ Behold I make 
all things new.’ Jesus Himself is the central figure 
of humanity, therefore the Cross is the chief point 
of attraction for all mankind. He is the centre of 
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all love and service, thus the Cross is the altar of 
universal sacrifice. He is the centre of the Universe 
which He created, and so on Him all things converge, 
from Him all things radiate, to Him all things tend. 
In His death and resurrection we have the two most 
wonderful events that ever happened in this world 
of ours, and both are fraught with rich blessings to 
the sons of men. We have life through His death, 
victory and the hope of glory by His resurrection 
—‘‘a hope both sure and steadfast and entering into 
that which is within the veil ; whither as a forerunner 
Jesus entered for us”’ (Heb. vi. 19, 20). The cross 
dominates the ages. It conquers every enemy, rights 
every wrong, redresses every grievance, satisfies every 
longing, strengthens every faint heart, cheers every 
disconsolate spirit, and lights every dark valley. 
It comes with healing balm to the sin-sick soul, 
offering rest to the weary, joy to the sad, and hope 
to all mankind. Problems otherwise insoluble are 
solved, difficulties taken away, and harassing doubts 
removed at the Cross. It makes the crooked paths 
straight, the rough places plain, and reveals the giory 
of the Lord. Archimedes, the celebrated Greek 
‘mathematician, maintained that it he had a lever 
long enough and a prop strong enough, he could 
single-handed move the world. The Cross is the 
powerful lever that is raising this planet into touch 
with heaven’ by lifting it into the embrace of God. 
In spite of every opposing force this movement upward 
is continually proceeding with steady pace, and will 
be finally completed when the kingdoms of this world 
have ‘‘ become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His 
Christ ”’ (Rev. xi. 15). 

The fixed and definite purpose of St. Paul’s ministry 
was to proclaim salvation through the blood of the 
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Cross. ‘“* But,” he declares, ‘“‘ we preach Christ cruci- 
fied,” (1 Cor. i. 23). To him there was saving energy, 
transforming power, recreative force, for all time in the 
Cross. The burden of his preaching was the glories of 
the Cross in exhibiting Jesus as the Crucified Saviour, 
not Jesus simply as a pattern to the human race. 
The message which Christ sent him forth to proclaim 
_was “‘the word of the Cross,’’ and this great essential 
fact in which the real power of the Gospel is centred, 
he placed in the very forefront of all his preaching. 
He takes the utmost care to make it plain that in 
doing this he is expounding the Gospel as he received 
it by revelation from Jesus Christ, in which the 
atoning work of our Lord occupied the first place. 
From this we can gather the leading place which the 
message of the Cross should occupy in the presentation 
of Gospel truth. The saintly Thomas Halyburton 
tells us that when the great Apostle brought him 
under the spell of the Crucified in Romans iii. 24, 25 
and iv. 5, he was “‘ravished with delight, when made 
to see that the God in whom, a little before, I thought 
there was no hope for me, or any sinner in my case, 
if there were any such, notwithstanding His spotless 
purity, His deep hatred of sin, His inflexible justice 
and righteousness, and His untainted faithfulness, 
pledged in the threatening of the law, might not only 
pardon, but without prejudice to His justice or other 
attributes, be just in justifying even the ungodly!... 
Now this discovery of the Lord’s name brought me 
to trust in Him, and glory only in the Lord... . In 
this I rested as a way full of peace, comfort, security, 
and satisfaction, as providing abundantly for all those 
ends I desired to have secured.’ Once the Cross 
had revealed to this earnest seeker the infinite redeem- 
ing love of God he found lasting security and peace. 
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Redemptive grace, according to St. Paul, springs out 
of the blood of the Cross, thus he is enabled to preach 
a Gospel which comes as a message of hope and 
deliverance to the whole creation. His declaration 
that ‘‘ Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures ’’ (r Cor. xv. 3) shows us what a close 
connection in his thought the death of Jesus always 
had with salvation from sin. In it he found the key 
to the Divine forgiveness and communion with God 
as a member of the family circle of the redeemed. 
All his hopes are centred in the Cross, its glories 
irradiate his whole life, it is the content of his message 
to a lost world as he knows that without it there can 
be no pardon. Forgiveness of sin is the direct out- 
come of Christ’s redemptive work. On the day of 
Pentecost St. Peter turned his hearers towards Jesus 
for the forgiveness of their sins, and in the synagogue 
of Pisidian, Antioch, St. Paul proclaimed that remission 
of sins was to be preached in His Name to all the 
nations. In point of fact apart from the Cross, there 
is no forgiveness of sins in the scriptural sense of the 
word. “For ’tis sweet,’ says Longfellow, “to 
stammer one letter of the Eternal’s language—on 
earth it is called forgiveness.”” The heart oppressed 
by sin, the soul stained with iniquity, the life dis- 
figured by transgression, the whole man guilty before 
God can only be restored to freedom, made pure and 
holy by being delivered from the guilt of sin at the 
Cross. There the sinner is so emancipated that he 
becomes ‘‘a vessel unto honour, sanctified, meet for 
the Master’s use, prepared unto every good work” 
(2 Tim. ii. 21). The classical illustration of this is 
to be found in the “‘ Pilgrim’s Progress ’? where John 
Bunyan describes how Christian got rid of his burden. 
“So I saw in my dream that just as Christian came 
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up to the Cross his burden loosed from off his shoulders, 
and fell from off his back, and began to tumble, and 
so continued to do till it came to the mouth of the 
sepulchre, where it fell in, and I saw it no more. 
Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with 
a merry heart, ‘ He hath given me rest by His sorrow, 
and life by His death!’’? We have in the death of 
Christ a real expiation for sin, thus the Cross meets 
the deepest need of humanity—the need of pardon. 
“He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for 
ours only, but also for the whole world ” (x John ii. 2). 
In the infinitude of His boundless love God sent His 
Son to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and 
this work of redemption Christ has completed to the 
uttermost. ‘He achieves,” says Dr. Denney, ‘‘some- 
thing which we can look to as a finished work, and 
in which we can find the basis of a sure confidence 
toward God. He achieves, in short, purgation of sins.” 

Christ died that the vilest and most degraded 
might obtain pardon and start afresh on a better 
life. This is possible owing to the complete change 
which comes to the whole man by the removal of 
sin. Some tell us that if the people in the slums of 
our great cities were placed in a new environment, 
with more sunlight, purer air, and improved sur- 
roundings, their characters would be changed. In 
face of the fact of sin which has its seat in the heart 
and conscience this statement cannot be accepted as 
in accordance with reality. Environment by itself 
is not the cause of sin, and therefore no change of 
outward circumstances and surroundings can take it 
away. By all means improve the outward condition 
of those in unfavourable circumstances, but do not 
identify this external advantage with the change of 
heart and life required in the case of every one that 
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lays hold on eternal life. Others maintain that if 
people were better educated they would be changed 
men and women. But we have to remember that 
ignorance by itself never produced sin, and therefore 
no amount of knowledge can take it away. The best 
system of education in the world cannot eradicate 
sin. Provide every educational facility possible, but 
at the same time recollect that the religion of Jesus 
Christ is an absolute necessity for all who would lay 
hold on eternal life. No change of character can be 
brought about until the soul comes into personal 
contact with the Saviour of the world. Men must 
go for cleansing not to the fountain of knowledge, 
but to the fountain of Emmanuel’s blood, as it alone 
cleanseth from all sin. The Cross proclaims that the 
primary necessity is a change of character on the 
part of the people, and then circumstances can be 
allowed to lock after themselves. The changed atti- 
tude of the sinner towards God which follows the 
bestowal of pardon will at once show itself not only - 
in his personal transformation, but in his whole sur- 
roundings and outlook upon life. The scheme of 
redemption as revealed in and through Jesus Christ 
is God’s appointed means for transforming souls, 
and giving a new direction to the whole current of 
the life. All other schemes are superficial, dealing 
only with externals, but the Cross goes to the very 
source of the evil, and plucking sin by the roots out 
of the heart brings healing and new life to humanity. 
At the Cross this change of heart, of life, of character, 
of the whole man becomes ours, because Christ ‘‘ bare 
our sins in His body upon the tree, that we, having 
died unto sins, might live unto righteousness ”’ (1 Peter 
ll. 24). 

This glad message of joy to all people makes the 


THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS 65 


heart rejoice by bringing the light of heaven into the 
soul. Robert E. Knowles in ‘‘ The Attic Guest,” 
depicts a most touching and gracious scene where the 
message of the Cross melts and subdues Gus, the 
rough sailor, on his death-bed. Gordon, the minister, 
having been brought by the sailor’s little son, saw 
at once that he was called upon to deal with a more 
than ordinary difficult case where sin abounded 
exceedingly, but he tells us “I met him, and his 
crimson sins, and his accusing conscience—I met 
them all, and at every turn, with the Cross of the 
Lord Jesus and with the all-atoning grace of God. 
How I gloried that hour in the great evangel! And 
how there rolled about me, with tides ample like 
the ocean’s, the thought of the magnitude and in- 
finitude of the love of Christ ! And how—oh, blessed 
memory to my long-beleaguered soul !—I witnessed 
the ancient miracle with joy, marvelling anew at the 
greatness and glory of the Gospel, scorning with 
high contempt all that would raise its feeble hand 
against such power as may be seen wherever a sinful 
soul meets with the pardoning Lord.” The dying 
man “cast anchor’? as he expressed it to his wife 
at John ili. 16. He came to the Cross where he 
obtained joy and peace in believing, and at the 
moment of his departure he murmured to his wife: 
‘““The anchor holds, Nancy, the anchor holds.” At 
no other place except Calvary can such a miracle 
of grace happen, such a glorious victory through 
redeeming love be won. The Cross of our Lord Jesus 
has never failed to bring salvation to every believing 
soul, and will continue its gracious mission until 
all the redeemed have been gathered home. 

We can, therefore, truly say that the message from 
Calvary is a word of joy and peace which fills the 
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heart with all hope in believing. Every Christian 
has, coupled with joy in the Holy Ghost, the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding guarding his 
heart and his thoughts in Christ Jesus even in this 
life. John Ruskin has aptly said that “people are 
always expecting to get peace in heaven; but you 
know whatever peace they get there will be ready- 
made. Whatever making of peace they can be 
blessed for, must be on the earth here.” This is a 
sensible protest against a foolish notion which many 
entertain. We have not to wait for the bestowal of 
gladness and peace until we reach the city of God, 
since these can be claimed and appropriated in the 
present life as the inalienable right of every child of 
God. When at the Cross the peace of God flows into 
the heart and life like a mighty river, then the joy 
of the Lord becomes our strength, the rest of God 
our abiding place. No earthly trial, trouble, or 
affliction can deprive the redeemed soul of this precious 
possession, no thief can rob him of his sacred treasure, 
no enemy can drive him from his secure fortress. 
In life’s darkest hours he presses the Cross more 
closely to his receptive heart, and conscious of the 
gentle presence of Jesus he hears'above the din of 
earth the Lord’s voice saying to him: ‘“ Fear not, 
I am with thee.”’ We are told that when the learned 
and able President Harper of Chicago University lay 
dying while still but in the prime of life with much 
of the work which he had so carefully planned, 
unrealised, he was visited by a very intimate friend 
who in response to a request to repeat something 
comforting, gave some scriptural and other passages 
without securing the desired result. Finally he 
repeated the closing verse of Dr. Matheson’s sweet 
hymn of self-surrender : 
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““O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee: 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red, 
Life that shail endless be.’’ 


The heart of the sufferer was so deeply moved, 
his soul so stirred within him that he eagerly 
exclaimed: “‘ That comforts me: I can rest on that.”’ 
Thus this great man with all his culture, sagacity, 
and administrative ability found lke the humblest 
of the sons of men a sure resting place both for time 
and eternity at the Cross of Christ. He apprehended 
the love of Christ in all its vast dimensions at Calvary, 
and realised that only through the personal experience 
of that love in the one great sacrifice for sin could a 
human soul “be filled unto all the fulness of God” 
(Eph. ii. 19). The Cross is still the power of God 
not only to remove worry, fret, and annoyance out 
of the believer’s life, but to keep them out by putting 
in their place the serenity and peace of heaven, thus 
instead of being the victims we become the conquerors 
of circumstances. 

It comes with a message of hope—hope to the 
individual, the church, the community, and the 
nation by giving new life, a loftier ideal, nobler 
aspirations, and a wider outlook. At the Cross the 
individual, by becoming a new creation in Christ 
Jesus, is filled with a hope which is not bounded by 
any earthly horizon, but enters into heavenly places 
where Jesus dwells. The Church which He has pur- 
chased with His own blood gets fresh power at the 
Cross to carry out successfully her heaven-appointed 
task of leavening the whole creation with the know- 
ledge of Christ’s redemption, and is filled with hope 
at the glorious prospect of a redeemed humanity. 
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Besides if the Church is to shed abroad the Divine 
light to the ends of the earth, and thus fill the world 
with the Redeemer’s glory she must obtain that light 
from her ascended Lord. To the nation the Cross 
comes with new ideals, and fresh equipment for 
carrying on the warfare against the enemy with every 
hope of victory in the crowning of Jesus as King. 
‘“‘ Where there is no hope,” says Dr. Johnson, “ there 
can be no endeavour.’ This blessed hope which 
widens our outlook by bringing us into touch with 
heaven has been granted us that we may use our best 
efforts for bringing about such a glorious consumma- 
tion. In the exercise of this hope the individual soul 
is purified and ennobled—*“‘ everyone that hath this 
hope set on him purifieth himself, even as He is pure ”’ 
(r John ii. 3). Filled with this undying hope every 
follower of the Lord Jesus must put forth his most 
ardent endeavours to make the power of the Cross 
felt more and more, until individuals, churches, 
nations, potentates and powers yield full submission 
to the Lord Christ. 

The Cross proclaims victory since He who died 
upon the accursed tree now lives, and is alive for 
evermore, holding the keys of death and of Hades. 
We are, therefore, assured of the ultimate triumph of 
the good over all the forces of evil, of the destruction 
of all the works of darkness, and the final overthrow 
of death itself, “‘For He must reign till He hath 
put all his enemies under His feet. The last enemy 
that shall be abolished is death’ (x Cor. xv. 25, 26). 

The Cross comes with the assurance of help and 
succour to sinners of every race and nation in the 
whole world. No sinful son of man ever makes his 
appeal in vain or returns disappointed from his quest. 
There is an affecting story of Heinrich Heine, the 
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poet, who had in mid-life lost his health and become 
weary and depressed. One day in the art palace in 
Paris he cast himself down in remorse and despair at 
the feet of the famous statue, Venus of Milo, the 
goddess of pleasure, which, though still possessing 
much of her original beauty, has lost both her arms 
by accident or otherwise, and he tells us: ‘ There 
I lay a long time, and wept so passionately that a 
stone must have had compassion on me. The goddess 
looked down compassionately upon me, but she was 
helpless to console me. She looked as if she would 
say, ‘see you not that I have no arms, and that 
therefore I can give you no help ?’”’ How vain and 
unsatisfactory it is to go for spiritual assistance to 
any but to the blessed Saviour who with His out- 
stretched arms of entreaty is beseeching us to come 
to Him that, clasping us to His loving heart, we 
may find healing in His sufferings, life in His death, 
and eternal rest upon His bosom ! 
‘The Cross! it takes our guilt away ; 
It holds the fainting spirit up ; 


It cheers with hope the gloomy day, 
And sweetens every bitter cup.”’ 


““We want,” says Mrs. Browning, ‘“‘the touch of 
Christ’s hand upon our literature as it touched other 
dead things; we want the sense of the saturation 
of Christ’s blood upon the souls of our poets, that it 
may cry through them in answer to the ceaseless 
wail of the sphinx of our humanity, expounding agony 
into renovation.”’ To-day the unceasing cry of man- 
kind is for the healing hand of Christ to be laid upon 
a sinful humanity, for a sense of the cleansing power 
of His precious blood in the soul, for the removal of 
sin’s bitterness and anguish by the renewing energy 
of the living Redeemer through the Holy Spirit. The 
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Cross has displaced despair with a glorious hope, 
brought light out of darkness, order out of chaos, 
purity out of defilement, joy out of sorrow. It fills 
the life with the brightness of a great hope and ever 
points to the dawn of that eternal, unclouded day of 
sweetest bliss in close fellowship with our Lord. 
Amidst all the sorrow, agony, heartache, and unrest 
of the world it brings to the soul the deep sense of 
God’s unutterable peace. The symbol of the Christian 
Church is a cross, and those who march behind this 
standard He shall lead from victory to victory, 


“Till every foe is vanquished, 
And Christ is Lord indeed.” 


In the light of the Cross it is impossible for a single 
moment to doubt the boundless love of God, His 
deep, intense interest in the sons of men, and the 
complete triumph of righteousness over every form 
of iniquity. ‘‘ Let me rejoice,” says Charles Simeon, 
“in the remembrance that our holy Head has sur- 
mounted all His sufferings and triumphed over death. 
Let us follow Him patiently, we shall soon be par- 
takers of His victory.” As the message of the Cross 
comes to us anew reminding us once again that the 
price of our redemption was the blood of the Son of 
God, let us pray with all our hearts the soul-inspiring 
prayer of Jeremy Taylor :—‘‘ O holy and immaculate 
Lamb of God who wert pleased to suffer shame and 
sorrow, teach me to apprehend the baseness of sin, 
in proportion to the greatness of those calamities 
which my sin made it necessary for Thee to suffer, 
that I may hate the cause of Thy sufferings, and 
adore Thy mercy, and imitate Thy charity, and copy 
out Thy patience and humility, and love Thy Person 
to the uttermost extent and degree of my affections.” 
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Then the message of the Cross will have found a 
joyous response in our hearts, and in the power of 
the once crucified, but now living and exalted Lord 
we shall rise to nobler, purer, holier, and more Christ- 
like lives. Thus being sharers of His Cross here we 
shall also be partakers of His glory hereafter. 

‘“O make us worthy, gracious Lord, 
Of all Thy love to be; 
To Thy blest will our wills incline, 


That unto death we may be Thine, 
And ever live in Thee.”’ 


V 


THE APPEAL. OF THE CROSS 


“The Son of God Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” 
—ST. PAUL. 


“I think that a soul could live eternally blessed on Christ's 
love, and feed upon no other thing. What power and strength 
ave in his love.... When I have worn my tongue to the stump 
in praising Christ, I have done nothing to Him ; for my withered 
arms will not go about His high, wide, long, and broad love.” 

. — RUTHERFORD. 


“He has made one appeal more poignant, more alluring 
than all the vest. ... The Cross 1s the Father’s supreme appeal, 
His last importunity, the uttermost expression of His everlasting 
love. He longed for us until His heart broke for desire of us.” 

—DaAviD SMITH. 


‘“The Calling Cross forever stands, a continuous summons 
to our fatth and devotion to mantfesi themselves in self-denying 
lives of life and work. The Cross of our Christ can never rightly 
mean less to us than the entive dedication of all our powers and 
energies to Him as our ever-present Saviour and King.” 

; —HERRON. 


CHAPTER V 
THE APPEAL OF THE CROSS 


No one can put aside the claims of Jesus Christ and 
disregard the appeal which the Cross so insistently 
makes without proving unfaithful to the soul’s highest 
interests for both worlds. There are demands which 
we can overlook without hurt or loss, but not those 
of the Lord Jesus; there are appeals to which we 
can turn a deaf ear with impunity, but not to the 
pressing call of the Cross; there are forces we can 
resist and remain all the better of our opposition 
thereto, but we may not thwart the Holy Spirit in 
His blessed ministry of seeking to bestow the benefits 
of Christ’s redeeming work save at the loss of every- 
thing that goes to purify, ennoble, enrich, and beautify 
the life. It is impossible to respond to the seductive 
charms of the world irrespective of Christ’s urgent 
summons to enter the ranks of His disciples without 
the loss of that comfort, joy, assurance, and hope 
which flow from the Christian religion to the believing, 
receptive soul. 

At no time since His appearance on earth in His 
Incarnation as the Babe of Bethlehem has Jesus 
Christ been more real to, and more beloved by, His 
people than He is to-day; at no period has His 
majestic personality as the living, abiding, glorified, 
regnant Christ been more admired, and His com- 
manding influence upon the sons of men felt in greater 
measure than at the present moment. This can only 
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be accounted for by the fact that there is in our time 
a genuine appreciation of His person, worth, and work 
for humanity which is manifesting itself in a new 
feeling for Him. This new feeling for Christ is showing 
itself in the Christian experience, the religious aspira- 
tions, the spiritual devotions, the missionary longings, 
the social and benevolent efforts of our day. Never 
before has the impress of Jesus Christ been so stamped 
upon all our religious and social life, and as a result 
there is an eager desire which is growing into a holy 
passion, to bring this whole round earth of ours under 
the sway of our exalted King. The great world-wide 
Missionary Conference which was held in Edinburgh 
a couple of years ago to get to the bed-rock facts of 
Mission work, and devise the best means for the 
speedy evangelisation of the world, and the emphasis 
that is now being placed on the supreme authority 
of Christ and His teaching in the social as well as in 
the spiritual sphere, are convincing proofs of this. 
One cannot but rejoice with unspeakable joy at this 
return to the primitive attitude of the Apostles to 
their ascended Lord. The depth of devotion which 
these early followers felt towards their Master brought 
self into subjection, gave them a magnificent faith 
which surmounted all difficulties, endued them with 
passionate fervour to go forth and conquer principalities 
and powers in His Name, filled their own souls with 
an abundant peace, and led them on to victory. This 
frame of mind was the result of their joyous response 
to the appeal of the Cross for a moral and spiritual 
allegiance to their glorified Lord. In this spirit of 
devotion they went forth to bear His Name to the 
Gentiles and the mighty ones of earth, never for a 
single moment doubting that He who commissioned 
them had, as He Himself declared, all power in 
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heaven and in earth, and so success in the difficult 
work assigned them was assured. To none of the 
Apostles did the appeal of the Cross come with greater 
force than to St. Paul, and certainly he responded 
with every faculty and emotion of his being. His 
identification of Himself with His Master was so 
intimate that he could say, “‘I have been crucified 
with Christ; yet I live; and yet no longer I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now live 
in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself up for me ”’ 
(Gal. ii. 20). He has the assurance that he is one 
with Christ in life, death, resurrection, and glory: 
Christ lived in Him here, thus being absent from the 
body meant for him to be present with the Lord. 
In the words of Robert Browning :— 


‘‘ There shall never be one lost good! What was, shall 
live as before, 
The evil is null, is nought, is silence implying sound ; 
On the earth, the broken arcs; in heaven, a perfect 
round.”’ 


It was the Apostle’s personal allegiance to the Lord 
who met him on the way to Damascus that made 
him such a powerful exponent of the Cross. He not 
only made Jesus Christ the centre of all his preaching, 
but he placed the Cross at the very heart of the 
Gospel. The burden of his message was Christ cruci- 
fied, as he knew well that the world’s hope centred 
in Him. He proclaimed no hearsay Gospel, but the 
innermost convictions of his own soul, and having 
experienced the power of the Redeemer in transforming 
his life, he can declare with striking emphasis: “I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth ; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek”? (Rom. 1, 16), 
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Christ crucified will be the sole and only theme of his 
preaching, even though it be a stumbling-block to the 
Jews and an absurdity to those who prided them- 
selves on their attainments in philosophy. St. Paul 
had experienced the futility of attempting to mould 
his presentation of the story of the Cross after the 
fashion of the philosophers when at Athens, on Mar’s 
Hill, he delivered his message in a form suited to the 
current philosophy with such small success. By this 
effort he had neither convinced the learned men of 
the city of the credibility of his message nor had he 
succeeded in bringing its truth home to the hearts 
of many of his ordinary hearers, as only a few seemed 
to accept it. His chief aim had been to win souls 
for Jesus, and in this he had practically failed at 
Athens. So acutely did the Apostle feel this, so 
greatly was he disappointed and disillusioned that 
he never, so far as we know, attempted the same 
style of preaching again. This one effort satisfied 
him of the inefficiency and inadequacy of the philo- 
sophic style of presenting the truth as it is in Jesus. 
For the future he had regard to the substance rather 
than the form of his message; he trusted to no 
external adornment of speech, he gloried in nothing 
save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
proved conclusively by the line of action he adopted 
at Corinth to which he passed from Athens. In that 
city he laid no stress on human wisdom, and human 
eloquence, but simply unfolded the saving nature 
of Christ’s death as he knew and had experienced it ; 
for he afterwards told the Corinthians that when he 
came unto them, he “ determined not to know any- 
thing save Jesus Christ, and Him Crucified ’”’ (rx Cor. 
li. 2). 

In the past century Dr. Thomas Chalmers who had 
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a great deal of the spirit, strength of intellect, and 
commanding ability of St. Paul, found that when he 
heard and responded to the appeal of the Cross he 
could not present the Gospel of God’s redeeming 
love through Christ in the philosophic garb to which 
he had been partial up to that time. He discovered 
that he had a new message to deliver—a personal 
word of salvation to sinners which he was sent to 
set forth and urge upon their acceptance with all his 
consecrated powers. In short the ‘‘ Word of the Cross” 
which quickened and inspired his own life, became 
the theme of his powerful, cultured, and most fruitful 
ministry. The grand saving truths of redemption he 
proclaimed with the passion of a soul all aflame for 
God, aiming rather at the internal change of lives 
than at conformity to any external formula of expres- 
sion, and the result was abounding prosperity in the 
work of the Lord. St. Paul owing to the extensive 
knowledge of philosophy and skill in rhetoric which 
he possessed, could have presented his message in the 
most cultured philosophic dress, thus gratifying the 
vanity of his hearers; but he knew well that these 
things were not essential either to the power of the 
Gospel or to its hold upon the human heart. He 
realised that the appeal of the Cross would reach the 
heart and conscience most effectually when the simple 
story of God’s redeeming love in and through Christ 
was presented with directness, earnestness, and under- 
standing. His object was to tell the moving, soul- 
stirring story of the Cross, so that his hearers might 
be attracted and held captive by the pathos of that 
touching scene at Calvaty. This noble-minded, great- 
hearted man was willing to undergo any hardship, 
face any opposition, overlook any slight, yea, to be 
regarded as one beside himself for Christ’s sake if 
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thereby he might bear witness to the redeeming power 
of the Cross as he had himself experienced it. His 
mission was to declare the Gospel which he had 
received : “‘ how that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures; and that He was buried; and 
that He hath been raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures ’”’ (1 Cor. xv. 3, 4). He kept to the 
great Christian facts which were the inspiring truths 
of his own life, and enforced them with rare tact, 
wisdom, and power. His preaching can be summed 
up in his own words—‘“ Christ Jesus who was made 
unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption ”’ (1 Cor. i. 30). 

St. Paul has taught us that the perpetual place of 
Christ in Christianity is at the very centre, thus his 
Gospel is no narrow, circumscribed thing, but wide 
as human need and boundless as the love of God. 
The appeal of the Cross calls upon us to take Christ 
as our Saviour, to submit to His Lordship, to make 
His consciousness the source of our thought and 
action, to draw from Him the nourishment required 
for the growth and development of our spiritual lives, 
to obtain equipment for service, and to receive out 
of His fulness grace for grace. This appeal the Apostle 
enforces with a breadth of outlook, a width of range, 
and an infinitude of variety which shows that he has 
brought every faculty and emotion of his being to 
the performance of this holy task, and he brings the 
whole subject home to the heart and conscience of 
his hearers by most appropriate illustration, coupled 
with pointed application. His great aim is to relate 
Christianity to the details of every-day life, to pro- 
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the source of 
everything that tends to make life strong, active, 
happy, and blessed in doing the Lord’s will and 
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carrying out every daily duty. We have a Gospel 
grand in its inception, noble in its accomplishment, 
and glorious in its effects to bless ourselves and to 
offer others for their help and blessing. This Gospel 
is not a compendium of all that is best in other 
religions, but stands out by itself quite distinct, 
towering high above all others in its grandeur and 
uniqueness. 


“Here the Wisdom from above, 
Beaming holiness and love, 
Stirring hope, dispelling fear, 
Shines to save; for Christ is here: 
Knowing, trusting Him, we come 
From our wanderings gladly home.” 


It is absolutely necessary for us to bring out afresh 
this aspect of the Christian religion by emphasising 
the solitary prerogatives of the Christ as He stands 
in His exaltation and glorification far removed from 
all others who have claimed to found and explain 
their religions. Christianity is the religion of the 
Cross and the throne—the vacant Cross, the empty 
tomb, the occupied throne. It is the only religion 
which has its Founder living and working continuously 
for its triumph. Besides it is the religion of love, as 
it makes clear how God loved us first and ‘“‘sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins ”’ (I John iv. 10). 

The appeal of the Cross is a call of love which tells 
us that “‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not reckoning unto them their tres- 
passes ” (2 Cor. v. 19), that Christ loved us and gave 
Himself up for us. The Gospel of redemption which 
is pressed upon the acceptance of mankind proclaims 
that Jesus gave full satisfaction for our sins upon 
Calvary: this is what gives the appeal of the Cross 
point and force. Professor Romanes instead of giving 
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heed to this appeal turned aside into the bye-ways of 
rationalism, and for twenty-five years wandered in 
the wilderness of doubt and speculation. But though 
he disregarded the call of the Cross it still continued 
to sound in his ears and kept him in search of truth 
until it reached his heart. He tells us that during 
these years he had friends, position, success, in short, 
everything the world could bestow, but to his soul 
that had heard the Divine call to a life of devotion 
to the cause of Jesus Christ all these things were in 
his own words “‘ but high confectionery to a starving 
soul.” Finally he responded to the appeal of the 
Cross, and died a devoted Christian in the firm belief 
that God had revealed Himself to his soul through 
Jesus Christ, bearing testimony to the Christian faith 
which once he so vehemently attacked. 

The presentation of the appeal of the Cross, the 
preaching of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, is still 
the power of God unto salvation to every believing 
soul. This is the only net by which we can catch 
men. “In a net,’ says Thomas Boston, “are many 
meshes in which the fish are caught. Such are the 
invitations made to sinners in the Gospel, the sweet 
promises made to them that will come to Christ ; 
these are the meshes wherewith the soul is catched. 
This then is gospel-preaching, thus to spread out the 
net of the Gospel, wherein are so many meshes of 
various invitations and promises to which if the fish 
do come, they are caught.’”? The Cross is the source 
from whence issues the river of the water of life. 
During the siege of Sebastopol a cannon-shot from 
the ehemy opened up a living spring of pure water 
which relieved the garrison from thirst in an hour 
of great need. The enemy’s shot fired at the plans 
of God struck at the Cross opened up the fountain 
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of living water which, when partaken of, quenches 
our thirst for evermore. Everything finds its proper 
centre in the Cross. God in Christ has passed inside 
and taken upon Himself the burden, the woe, and the 
sin of humanity. We know, therefore, that the 
energy of the living Christ is lodged at its very centre, 
and His transforming. power works from within. 
Amidst all the troubles, heartache, sadness, and sorrow 
of the world He lives and labours to win back unto 
God the erring children of men. The power of the 
Cross has entered the drama of life, and is working 
mightily towards victory. 

The Cross that called Christ to give up His life 
for others appeals to His followers to devote them- 
selves in self-sacrifice for their fellow-men, and pro- 
claims that they must live sacrificial lives if they 
are to be worthy to bear the name of disciples and 
have true fellowship with Him in the glad work which 
makes for the triumph of His cause on earth. The 
Cross of our Lord Jesus appeals for the complete 
dedication of all our faculties, talents, and strength 
to Him who has bought us with His blood and now 
reigns with universal dominion and power. Our 
Redeemer-King is not satisfied with the easy-going, 
indolent, selfish form of Christianity which is the 
acme of so many professedly christian lives, but by 
His Cross and Passion calls us to fuller self-surrender, 
greater unselfishness, and more whole-hearted conse- 
cration in the work of bringing the world into allegiance 
to Him as its rightful Sovereign. Those that respond 
to this appeal to enter upon a wider sphere of useful- 
ness, a more strenuous life of endeavour, an enlarged 
field of service have the assurance that the Christ 
who calls them to the work will likewise be their 
Leader to point out the path of duty, to encourage by 
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His presence, to give strength and endurance for 
victory. 

The mightiest triumphs of the Cross are the con- 
quests of love, and if we are to win men for the 
Kingdom of God, it will be by the persuasive, over- 
coming power of the love of God manifested daily in 
life, walk, and conversation. It is through the mani- 
festation of this love in the lives of His disciples 
that the sons of men can feel their way back to the 
immortal heart of love and rest there with infinite 
satisfaction. Marie Corelli in ‘‘The Treasure of 
Heaven,” brings to our notice a rather unique and 
unconventional character in David Helmsley, who, in 
spite of the fact that he had attained to great riches 
and high position, lacked the true happiness which 
comes from personal faith in Jesus. In his self- 
imposed pilgrimage as a tramp towards the close of 
his life to find one that loved him for himself, Mary 
Deane discovered him in his hour of extreme need by 
the wayside, took him to her home, and proved such 
a ministering angel to him that through the influence 
of her love he was led into that peace of soul which 
comes from Communion with the Eternal. He 
realised that “‘if God could make one poor woman ' 
so divinely forbearing and gentle, it was certain that 
He, from whom all love must emanate, was yet more 
merciful than the most merciful woman, as well as 
stronger than the strongest man. And he believed-— 
believed implicitly ;—lifted to the height of a perfect 
faith by the help of a perfect love. In the mirror of 
one sweet and simple human character he had seen 
the face of God—and he was of the same mind as 
the mighty musician (Beethoven) who, when he was 
dying, cried out in rapture—‘I believe I am only at 
the beginning.’’’ God has set Himself to win man- 
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kind into His Kingdom by the Redeemer’s Cross, 
and He calls every Christian to be a co-worker with 
Him to this end. Everything in God’s Universe is 
working towards that glorious consummation. 

In presenting a Gospel free from all doubts and 
hypotheses the Cross calls us back to the central 
verities of our most holy faith, so that we may live 
and teach them. It appeals to us to seek light from 
Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, and having 
obtained this, to be constantly seeking fresh illumina- 
tion from heaven. It urges us to proclaim free and 
full salvation through the Saviour’s shed blood. We 
are told that the renowned George Whitefield sought 
salvation by observing the works of the law and 
practising a rigorous asceticism. He earnestly sought 
by the observance of external rites and duties to 
obtain peace with God, but failed until putting all 
these aside he laid hold on the Cross by a living faith 
and thus obtained the sense of God’s pardoning love, 
coupled with the assurance of his interest in Christ 
as His Saviour. In the power of the Cross, with a 
holy passion for souls, what a vast multitude God 
honoured him to lead to Jesus. It is acknowledged 
on all hands that the preaching of to-day is not 
winning souls for Christ and building up the Church 
of God as it should do. Many explanations have 
been sought and offered for this. One thing is certain, 
the people have not grown weary of hearing the story 
of the Cross, and consequently there is no need of 
looking for a message elsewhere. It may be that one 
cause of our present spiritual stagnation is that we 
have too many pulpit deliverances from elsewhere. 
It becomes more necessary every year for the 
ambassador of the Cross to know nothing save Jesus 
Christ and Him Crucified. The oil for our dying 
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lamps comes from Calvary, the water of life for our 
thirsty souls flows from the Cross, power to live the 
overcoming life radiates from the living Christ, and 
so the message from the pulpit must always be the 
‘‘ Word of the Cross.’’ The preacher, as St. Paul did, 
must bring his best erudition, his sanctified common 
sense, his wide reading, all that is best and noblest in 
him, to show how the Gospel touches human life at 
every point—spiritual, social, ethical and political. We 
require for the winning of souls and the strengthening 
of the Church, the preaching of Jesus as Saviour 
through His redeeming Cross by those who live in 
habitual and constant submission to Him as Lord. 
Having had fellowship with Christ in His sufferings 
and knowing in their own experience that He saves 
to the uttermost, such preachers will be like torches, 
kindling with the fire of God those who listen to their 
message. The result will be more spiritual life, more 
prayer, more consecration, and more service amongst 
those who occupy the pews; then shall the Church 
arise and shine because the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon her. 
‘‘ Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
Fill me with life anew, 


That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do.” 


Let us in answer to this fresh appeal, come to the 
Cross once again for cleansing and strengthening 
power to live purely, act nobly, and speak lovingly. 
In the past no one ever came away unsatisfied from 
Calvary. We glory to-day more than ever before in 
the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, as it tells us of 
the infinite love of God, the great compassion of our 
Saviour, and the tender solicitude of the triune © 
Jehovah for our good both now and always. We 
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desire to abide by the Cross, and thus keep close to 
the precious Lamb of God who taketh away the sin 
of the world. If you have never done so, then respond 
right heartily and honestly to its appeal just now. 
Meet Jesus at Calvary, seeking from him the forgiveness 
of all your sins, and He will blot them every one out, 
give you the sense of His pardoning love, grant you 
a full discharge, and start you along the pathway 
which leads to the city of God. Let your dealings 
with Christ be intimate, your personal contact vital, 
your union real, your adhesion to His cause sincere. 
He is ready to bestow upon you eternal life, since His 
promise is ‘‘ Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out’ (John vi. 37). When the great and good 
Bishop Butler, the author of the ‘“‘ Analogy,” and 
perhaps the greatest thinker England has ever pro- 
duced, lay on his dying bed, he said to his chaplain, 
“Though I have endeavoured to avoid sin, and to 
please God to the utmost of my power, yet from the 
consciousness of perpetual infirmities, ] am still afraid 
to die.” ‘‘ My Lord,” said the chaplain, “ you have 


forgotten that Jesus Christ is a Saviour.” ‘ True,” 
he replied, ‘“‘but how shall I know that He is a Saviour 
emer: My Lord; it is written, (Him: that 
cometh unto me I willin no wise cast out.’”’ “‘ True,” 


said the dying Bishop, ‘‘and I am surprised that 
though I have read that Scripture a thousand times 
over, I never felt its virtue till this moment; and 
now I die happy.” May every reader be led by the 
Holy Ghost into the inner shrine of the loving heart 
of Christ, experience His full salvation, and feel in 
responding to the appeal of the Cross as Bishop Butler 
did, the virtue of the Redeemer’s own promise that 
He will receive all who by faith lay hold on Him 
as Saviour and submit to Him as Lord. Then you 
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will go out to face the world with the melody of 
heaven in your soul, pouring out the inmost feelings 
of your heart day by day as you journey towards 
the homeland in the soul-inspiring and _ uplifting 
words of Dr. Isaac Watts: 


‘Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ, my God ; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood.’’ 


Vi 


THE CROSS IN JUSTIFICATION AND 
SANCTIFICATION 


“It ts fatth that justifies thee, thou being endued therewith ; 
the Lord vemitteth all thy sins by the mediation of Christ His 
Son, in whom this faith believeth and trusteth. . . . Wherefore 
nothing ts vequived unto jusitfication but to hear Jesus Christ 
our Saviour and to believe in Him. Howbetit these ave not the 
works of nature, but of grace.’’—LUTHER. 


““ That righteousness to which on believing in Him thou wilt 
be entitled, shall not only break those chains by which sin ts 
(as 1t were) dragging thee at its chartot-wheels with a furious pace 
to eternal ruin, but it shall clothe thee with the robes of salvation, 
shall fix thee on a throne of glory, where thou shali live and 
veign for ever among the princes of heaven.’’—DODDRIDGE. 


* The habttual contemplation of the Cross of Christ, will be 
found the most effectual expedient for weakening the power of 
corruption, resisting the seductions of the world, and rising 
progressively into the image of God and the Redeemer.” 

—R. HALt. 


““ For by the ever-adorable Incarnation, and Atonement, and 
Ascension, of His Divine Son, Almighty God has, in Him, 
created a Second Adam, out of whom we are to draw the whole 
of our spiritual and eternal life, just as we draw the whole of 
our natural and temporal life out of the First Adam.” 

—WHYTE. 


CHAPTER VI 
THE CROSS IN JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION 


It is always advisable to cling tenaciously to the 
grand old Scriptural words of justificatron and sanctifi- 
cation with all their wealth of meaning and deep 
significance to the person who has been made right 
with God, but at the same time we must be careful 
to make clear their relation to the saving work of 
Christ as comprehended in the Cross. They are rich 
in heart satisfaction and soul comfort when viewed 
as the results of the atoning sacrifice on Calvary, but 
otherwise as mere terms without spiritual import. 
In the thought of the New Testament behind for- 
giveness of sin, acceptance with God, and renewal of 
life there is the glorious work of redemption accom- 
plished by Jesus Christ which has made a way for our 
return to God who is ready to pardon on the ground 
of what His eternal Son, in the likeness of man, has 
achieved in giving up His life for sinners, and has also 
procured the ministry of the Holy Ghost to turn 
sinful men from their evil ways, unite them to their 
Saviour, and build them up through faith unto com- 
plete salvation. St. Paul had a certain conception 
of justification befo1e he came into personal contact 
with Christ, but in the presence of the Cross with its 
agony, shame, and death, this passed from him for 
ever. Undoubtedly it had its share in giving shape 
to the Christian doctrine of justification which he 
held and advanced, but at that point its influence 
ceased, as he is most careful to point out the erroneous 
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nature of his original belief that a man could be 
set right with God through strict observance of the 
law. ‘‘ By the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified in His sight : for through the law cometh the 
knowledge of sin”? (Rom. ili. 20). The great problem 
with the Apostle is that of acceptance with God, of stand- 
ing in a newrelation to Him, and He discovers that this 
is impossible of attainment by any works of righteous- 
ness on his part. Under this conviction his Pharisaic 
ideas of obedience to the law as a passport to the > 
favour of God vanish into thin air, and with his 
foundations removed, his old faith proved untrust- 
worthy, his righteousness unprofitable and unavailing, 
he sees in the light of the Cross the only way by which 
a human soul can come back to God, and with exulta- 
tion exclaims :—‘“‘ Being therefore justified by faith 
let us have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom.v.1). St. Paul not only lays bare in these 
words the foundation upon which our justification before 
God rests—the propitiatory death of Christ, but he 
leads us to the only spot in all the Universe where 
we can discover the true character of God, because 
the faith which he here mentions as the instrument 
of our justification is faith in the blood of Jesus. 
It is not in the great work of Creation, nor amidst 
the thunderings of Sinai, nor in the Divine ordering 
of everything relating to His creatures that we get 
to know the infinite compassion and tenderness of 
His eternal heart of love, but at the Cross of Calvary. 
What is hidden from the wise and prudent in their 
search to gain a knowledge of the Most High through 
other channels is revealed unto the babes in Christ 
in whose blessed face they behold the light of the 
glory of God reflected, in whose pure, holy life they 
recognise that the image of the invisible God in 
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human flesh has come down to dwell among men, in 
whose shameful death they see the depth and intensity 
of God’s self-sacrificing, unchanging love, and by 
whose resurrection and ascension to heaven they have 
the assurance that the divinely planned work for the 
salvation of men has been fully. achieved so that no 
hindrance now obstructs the outflow of the Father’s 
heart of love to His wayward, erring children. What 
a glorious picture the Apostle paints! What a mar- 
vellous revelation of the inmost heart of God he gives ! 
What infinite depths he sounds, what an unfathomable 
love he reveals ! 

On St. Paul’s showing the loving God not only 
pardons the sinner and takes him into fellowship with 
Himself in the act of justification, but He actually 
provides the grace needed to accomplish this through 
the atoning death of His well beloved Son. God 
provides the requisite means for bringing about the 
desired end. He lays His plans after such a complete 
fashion that no miscarriage is possible. The basis of 
our justification before God is laid in the redemptive 
death of Christ whose blood has propitiatory power 
to cleanse from all sin every soul that savingly lays 
hold on Him by faith, hence that righteousness which 
could never be gained by the most strict observance 
of the law, becomes our portion through faith in Jesus. 
‘Christ hath merited righteousness,” says Richard 
Hooker, “for as many as shall be found in Him. 
And in Him God findeth us, if we are true believers, 
for by faith we are incorporated into Christ... . 
God doth justify the believing man, yet not for the 
worthiness of his belief but for the worthiness of Him 
which is believed.”’ Martin Luther had certain ideas 
as to the method of his justification in the sight of 
God, He imagined that this could be brought about 
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by acts of bodily repression and religious observance, 
but when he realised that spiritual life came in 
response to his faith by the placing of Christ’s righteous- 
ness to his account, he instantly put aside all works 
of merit and entered into newness of life through 
faith in Jesus Christ. The mighty issues which flow 
from a personal realisation of this cardinal doctrine 
of the faith are set down in the Epistle to the Romans 
with great vividness and power. The glad river of 
Divine peace which is tapped at its eternal source, 
when the soul comes into living union with Christ 
in the exercise of saving faith, branches out into its 
tributary streams of joy, patience, spiritual experience, 
hope, confidence, which enrich, promote growth in, and 
make fruitful the life in every good word and work. 
The justified man draws from the fountain source 
the never failing supplies of grace which nurture the 
life of God in the soul, thus he has the assurance 
begotten within him that accepted in Jesus he belongs 
to his Saviour for evermore. God has justified him, 
therefore no power, can condemn him—‘* There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus’? (Rom. vii. 1): he has entered into 
living union with his Lord, so there can never be any 
separation between them—nothing here or hereafter 
can “separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. vii. 39). In justifi- 
cation having passed from death unto life, from being 
a servant of sin into the service of God, the believer 
recognises his relationship with the Eternal Father, 
is conscious that the Divine power which both saves 
and keeps is working mightily within him, and there- 
fore has the confidence that where Christ is he will 
be throughout all eternity. ‘‘ The man who is justi- 
fied,” says Dr. Chalmers in his powerful sermon on 
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justification, “is not merely in possession of a title 
to have all penalties remitted to him; but he is in 
possession of a title to have rewards conferred upon 
him. God not only forbears to treat him as a subject 
of condemnation, but He treats him as a subject 
for the positive distribution of His favours.” It is 
through the operation of the Holy Ghost in the life 
as the result of Christ’s atoning work, that faith, which 
is the instrument whereby we claim and appropriate 
the benefits of the Cross for our justification, becomes 
our heritage. Both the faith and the eternal inherit- 
ance which comes to us through its exercise are the 
fruits of the grand victory which the Son of God 
achieved in our nature for humanity in His death, 
resurrection, and ascension. 

The fact that the faith which saves as well as the 
salvation itself flows from the Cross, gives convincing 
power to the statement that our salvation is altogether 
a matter of grace. Saving faith is not some intangible 
thing which like the mirage in the desert recedes at 
our approach, but resting, as it does, upon the solid 
foundation of the grace of God manifested in Christ, 
it brings the individual soul into real, vital touch 
with God. It rises into the very presence of the 
Eternal, lays claim to the fulness of the redemption 
that is in Jesus, makes its own the precious results 
of His saving work, and js not satisfied with anything 
less than the privilege of sonship with all the advan- 
tages flowing therefrom. It is the vision of faith 
revealing the illimitable, overpowering love of God 
at the Cross and the dreadful, defiling nature of man’s 
sin which leads us to abhor sin as abominable to Him 
who is the essence of all purity and holiness, and this 
issues in true godly sorrow for sin. On the manward 
side this paves the way for the outflow of the justifying 
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grace of God which removes the strained relationship 
before existing, and brings a holy God and sinful 
man into a new relation of personal fellowship. This 
restoration of friendly intercourse the Cross has made 
possible once the individual repents and with faith 
in the all-sufficiency of Christ’s atonement accepts 
Him as Saviour. Such faith brings God in all the 
wealth of His love and power to the penitent sinner’s 
aid, and upon the receptive soul He bestows that 
justifying grace which carries with it full forgiveness, 
even a free, unmerited pardon. John Bunyan tells 
us in “‘ Grace Abounding ”’ that when he “‘ was giving 
up all for lost .. . that word of God took hold on 
my heart, ye are ‘justified freely by His grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus’ 
(Rom. ii. 24). But, oh, what a turn is made upon me. 
Now was I as one awakened out of some troublesome 
sleep and dream. . . . I was greatly enlightened in my 
mind, and made to understand that God could justify 
a sinner at any time; it was but His looking upon 
Christ, and imputing of His benefits to us, and the 
work was forthwith done.” 

God’s readiness to justify calls for the sinner’s 
hearty reception of the blessing. Before God can 
justify an ungodly man there must be willingness on 
his part to receive the bestowal, an open hand to 
take the gift; in other words it is required that the 
sinner, in conjunction with approach to God by faith, 
repent of his sin with a due apprehension of its 
enormity, and come with the conviction that God 
alone can remove it. In our day we need to grip 
anew the old truth that sin is not chiefly a crime 
against ourselves or our neighbours, but primarily 
and principally an offence against God Himself, whose 
law we have broken and from whose high and holy 
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standard we have grievously deviated. A_ vivid 
realisation of sin as selfish departure from the living 
God coupled with open and avowed disobedience to 
Him would have the effect of deepening the sense 
of its heinousness and quickening the desire to get 
rid of it for ever. The spell of sin can only be broken, 
its enticements nullified, its enchantments dispelled, 
its blighting influence removed, and its evil power 
reduced to impotence at the Cross where the penitent 
sinner meets a righteous God who since His righteous- 
ness has been fully vindicated thereat, is now willing 
to bestow pardon and admit to fellowship with Him- 
self all that come to Him through Jesus Christ. ‘‘ For 
I will be merciful to their iniquities, and their sins 
will | remember no more ’”’ (Heb. vii. 12). The faith 
that issues in our justification is not simply an accep- 
tance of the record which we have in the Gospel 
regarding Christ, but along with this there must be 
personal belief in Him as our Saviour and definite 
adhesion to Him as our Lord. It is not the assent 
of the intellect to any proposition, or set of propositions, 
that will bring the grace of God which conveys for- 
giveness of sin into our lives, but the outgoing of the 
heart and life in their totality towards Jesus in one 
grand act of faith in His power as the world’s 
Redeemer “‘ able to save to the uttermost them that 
draw near unto God through Him, seeing He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them ’”’ (Heb. vii. 25). 
Such was the attitude of the man born blind whom 
Jesus healed when he declared in answer to the 
Master’s question as to his belief in Himself: “‘ Lord, 
I believe. And he worshipped Him”’ (John ix. 38). 
Once a person rises to this altitude of trust 
and belief in the omnipotent power of Jesus to give 
him freedom by breaking the dominion of sin within, 
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healing virtue flows into him, and he becomes 
conscious of the Divine presence in his life as an all- 
pervading, overcoming force for goodness. St. Paul 
saw in the Cross the basis on which our justification 
rests and at the same time God’s complete vindication 
in justifying the ungodly. It proclaims free justification 
through the grace of a righteous God who is strictly 
just in justifying every sinner that believes in Jesus. 
In the light of the Cross there is no ground for the 
least misapprehension, as the penitent soul can return 
to the Father with the assurance that he will obtain 
mercy and find grace to help him in his time of need 
since Christ has opened the way for God to justify 
the sinner without impairing His righteousness and 
justice in any way, and for sinful men to be saved. 
It was for this twofold purpose that Jesus went to 
Calvary, and His grand achievement in making atone- 
ment for the sin of the world not only enables God 
with perfect rectitude to justify the ungodly, but 
gives the sinner a standing before, as well as a claim 
upon Him in seeking justification unto life. 

We cannot be too careful in distinguishing between 
justification and sanctification, as any confusion of 
thought in this respect leads to false conceptions and 
mistaken ideas regarding the work of grace in the 
life. Justification is accomplished at the moment the 
great act of surrender to God is made with believing 
faith in the power of Christ and the efficacy of His 
redemptive work to cleanse from all sin, but sanctifi- 
cation is carried on to completion through the instru- 
mentality of the Holy Spirit, by the continuous 
exercise of saving faith in the power of the Risen Lord 
to possess the life in its entirety,so that His blessed 
presence pervading the whole man produces likeness 
to Himself. The former is the door for our admission 
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into the Kingdom of God with all its benefits and 
blessings; the latter produces growth within the 
Kingdom, enables us to experience the abundant 
grace of God as manifested in the life, and gives a 
foretaste of the glory which is yet to be revealed. 
Justification is realised in response to the one supreme 
act of faith by which the sinner lays hold on Jesus, 
and claiming Him as Saviour, declares his allegiance 
to Him as Lord, but sanctification is only possible 
in that life where a strenuous faith continually in 
exercise not only claims but appropriates Christ as 
‘““made unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption’ (r Cor. i. 30). 
In justification the Holy Spirit having united the 
forgiven sinner to Christ brings him into fellowship 
with God at the Cross by implanting the germs of 
the life immortal within him, but in sanctification the 
Divine Spirit is always in active operation—renewing 
the life, transforming the character, purifying heart, 
soul, conscience, and giving strength to live in the 
power of the life eternal. In the act of justification 
we are declared righteous before God on the ground 
of Christ’s imputed righteousness received by faith ; 
whereas in the work of sanctification we are made 
righteous through the impartation of His holiness. 
In the former, God no longer beholds our sins but 
only the Redeemer’s righteousness which has been 
placed to our account, and because of this we are 
pronounced “not guilty” of the iniquities that have 
been laid to our charge ; in the latter, the living Christ 
through the Holy Spirit takes possession of the life 
with the purpose of making us pure in heart, holy 
and sincere in soul, and finally bringing us to the 
attainment of perfect holiness. Justification is there- 
fore a momentary act perfected immediately the 
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person is declared righteous ; whilst sanctification is 
a lifelong work which is only completed at the moment 
of death when by the inward work of grace the 
individual is made entirely like Christ. The dynamic 
of the Cross is the influence that makes possible the 
pardon of sin, confirms our acceptance with God, 
brings about that renewal of heart and life which in 
due course issues in complete likeness to our Lord in 
the Kingdom of our Father. The one foundation upon 
which we can securely build as co-workers with God 
the edifice of a holy, Christlike life, has been laid 
once for all at Calvary. 

No power can either undermine or shake this basal 
fact of our faith, and he that builds for both worlds 
upon the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ will outlast 
the dissolution of the earth with all thereon; then 
the likeness to his Lord which was at best but partial 
here will be completed in every particular when the 
Saviour is seen no longer through a glass darkly, but 
face to face. To attain this happy result it is abso- 
lutely necessary not only to stand justified before 
God, but to have the gracious work of sanctification 
proceeding with an upward and onward march towards 
the ideal of perfection which Jesus sets before us as 
possible in our realisation of sonship to God. ‘ Ye 
therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly Father 
is perfect ’’ (Matt. v. 48). The standard for sanctifi- 
cation is to be found in the holy life of Jesus which 
stands out for all time as the high-water mark which 
a human soul can reach. It is only when we stand 
with unveiled face in the presence of Christ that we 
really become conscious of the ideal which was long 
in our minds, and realise the source of power for its 
attainment. The soul with its haunting vision of 
loveliness is seized with a passion for approximation 
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to that life of unsurpassed grandeur, nobility, and 
goodness. It should carefully be noted that the term 
sanctification is used of the process by which holiness 
is attained as well as of the state of those that are 
growing in grace and likeness to Christ. The process 
is carried on by the Holy Ghost in human lives which 
are in this way fitted by Him to enter into the sancti- 
fied state. The former is therefore the pathway that 
leads to the rest, refreshment, and comfort of the 
latter. We have thus strong reasons for believing 
that when the redeemed are no longer in this world, 
where growth is from grace to grace, they will in the 
higher sphere advance from glory to glory through 
new revelations of the unchanging Christ, as He leads 
them into the treasures of holiness laid up in Himself 
which He has for bestowal on all those that love and 
follow Him whithersoever He goeth. In that unending 
life there will ever be fresh unfoldings of His glory 
and perfection, new communications of His holiness, 
and a greater inflow of His love conveyed through 
the Divine Spirit, thus in the closer communion of 
the heavens the saints are transformed into complete 
likeness to their Lord. St. Paul in the light of this 
vision was consumed with the desire to know in his 
own experience more of the fulness of the sanctified 
life which results from fellowship with Christ in His 
redemptive work. “That I may know Him, and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, becoming conformed unto His death. 

I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. i. ro, 14). 
The central thought of the Apostle is that a human 
soul can only die unto sin and live unto God at the 
Cross which has the power by the working of the 
Holy Spirit to change, ennoble, and finally glorify 
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all who by faith make Jesus their Saviour. Walter 
Marshall in “‘ The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification ”’ 
says in this connection, “‘ And he (St. Paul) would 
hereby guide us to make use of Christ and His death 
and resurrection by faith, as the powerful means of 
all holiness in heart and life; and to increase in this 
manner of walking, until we attain unto perfection in 
Christ.”’ 

The Christian life is therefore to be an active life 
of effort towards the attainment of higher and holier 
things, an unceasing life of holy desire to reach the 
ideal of Jesus Christ, a daily parting with the old 
and a putting on of thenew life. When Rabbi Duncan 
was one morning accosted on the city street by a 
fippant young man who asked him: “Any news 
to-day, Doctor?” he quietly replied: “Oh, yes, 
great news, sir; the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
still cleanseth from all sin, for it has cleansed me 
again this morning.” In this precious reply of the 
old saint we get to the very heart of the work of 
sanctification—a cleansing in the fountain of Im- 
manuel’s blood renewed again and again throughout 
the whole life. The Scriptural idea of sanctification 
is continuous progress onward, unflagging advance 
upward, conscious development of the life in the 
things of God, and gradual approximation to the life 
of Christ. It extends to every part of soul and body, 
will, heart, conscience, affections, thoughts, feelings— 
and brings the whole man under the influence of the 
Holy Ghost, into conformity to the mind of Christ. It 
is a mistake to exalt the objective aspect of sanctification 
at the expense of the subjective, or to subordinate 
the objective to the subjective; in other words we 
must guard against regarding Christ’s atoning work 
on behalf of sinful men as something distinct from 
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His work through the Holy Spirit in human lives. 
These are two aspects of the same work by which 
Christ redeems and carries on the gracious work of 
salvation to completion. In His objective work on 
the Cross the foundation was laid for His subjective 
work in individual lives, and it is because of the atone- 
ment for sin which He has made that through the 
blessed ministry of the Spirit within, the redeemed 
are to be presented without spot or blemish before 
God. Our sanctification depends quite as much on 
what Christ achieved by the Cross as on the effectual 
working of the Holy Ghost in the life; indeed it is 
the former which makes the latter possible, and both 
are necessary to the attainment of holiness. Through 
His death He obtained forgiveness of sin for us by 
taking away its penalty; by His work in the life 
through the Spirit’s agency He breaks the power of 
cancelled sin within us and implants the new life 
principle which issues in holiness without which no 
man can see the Lord. The believer is by faith 
identified with Christ on the Cross, so that dying with 
his Saviour unto sin he is justified in Him and lives 
unto God. Heis likewise identified with Christ, the risen 
and glorified, and so lives in the power of His resurrec- 
tion life under the gracious influence of the Holy Ghost. 
The saving work of Christ both without and within 
a human soul has the same end in view—the overcoming 
of sin and the impartation of holiness. Although we 
cannot in this life, until the moment of our departure, 
reach the perfect standard of holiness which is set 
before us as the ideal, yet it 1s in the power of every 
Christian to live a life well pleasing to God. “ And 
because,’’ says Walter Marshall, ‘“‘all the blessings 
and perfections of our new state—as justification, the 
gift of the Spirit, and of the holy nature, and the 
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adoption of children—are seated and treasured up in 
Christ, and joined with Him inseparably, we can 
recelve them no further than we receive Christ 
Himself by faith, which we do in an imperfect 
measure and degree in this life.” God, however, 
regards the believer not from the view point of his 
spiritual attainments, but in the light of the perfect 
life of Jesus so that the life devoted to the Master’s 
service He regards with favour and accepts it as 
worthy of His approval. We must never lose sight 
of the mission of the Holy Ghost, not only to grant 
us faith and unite us to Christ so that God forgives 
and receives us into fellowship with Himself because 
of what Jesus has done and suffered for us, but to 
carry on the precious work of sanctification in making 
us vessels fitted for the Master’s use in all things. 
This presence of the Holy Spirit in the life working 
with mighty power to dispel the sinful, to eradicate 
evil of every kind and convey the good, the pure, 
the noble, gives every assurance of triumph. We 
know that the Lord will stablish our hearts “ un- 
blameable in holiness before our God and Father, 
at the Coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints” 
(x Thess. i. 13). At His blessed appearing the 
spiritual shall be crowned with physical and completed 
redemption and sanctification, then seeing Him as 
He is we shall become lke Him, and throughout all 
eternity grow in power and heavenly beauty by the 
disclosures of Himself made to us in the sweet com- 
munion of personal fellowship and identification with 
Him in glory. He “shall fashion anew the body of 
our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body 
of His glory, according to the working whereby He is able 
even to subject all things unto Himself ’”’ (Phil. iii. 21). 
‘Breathe on me, Breath of God ; 
So shall I never die, 


But live with Thee the perfect life 
Of Thine Eternity.” 


Vil 
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“ He that winneth souls ts witse.’’—Book OF PROVERBS. 


‘““ The greatest of all things . . . is not theology ; it ts not 
controversy : tt 1s to save souls.’’—LYMAN BEECHER. 


“TI caved not where or how I lived, ov what hardships I went 
through, so that I could but gain souls to Christ. While I was 
asleep, I dreamed of these things, and, when I waked, the first 
thing I thought of was this great work.’’—BRAINERD. 


“Tf you lead sinners to yourself and not to Christ, Immanuel 
will cast the star out of His right hand into utter darkness... . 
IT find that I am never so successful as when I can lie at Chrisi’s 
feet, willing to be used ov not as seemeth good in Hts sight.” 

—McCHEYNE. 


“Tf we want to live like Paul, we have simply to live for Christ ; 
Christ our life on one side, our life for Christ on the other, and both 
summed up in Paul’s epitome: ‘To me to live 1s Christ.” 

—HeEnrY DRUMMOND. 


‘“We are God’s evvand bearers to man’s soul of the message 
of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ. ... There is nothing 
so magnetic as the face and tone of a man to whom, at first hand, 
Christ ts all.’’—MOUvLE. 


CHAPTER VII 
THE Cross IN SOUL-WINNING 


THE loyal manner in which the Apostles proceeded 
immediately after Pentecost to fulfil their ascended 
Lord’s command to bring mankind to a knowledge 
of the Gospel demands our careful attention and 
commands our sincerest admiration. In obedience 
to orders they waited patiently in prayer for the 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost to equip them for their 
appointed task, and after the Divine bestowal they 
proceeded with their work for the saving of souls 
as the great purpose of their lives. There was no 
hesitation in their movements, no questioning of the 
orders given, no doubting of their ability to conquer 
the world: they simply went forth in faith to 
witness to the redeeming power of the Cross which 
to them was the symbol of the Victory of the 
Crucified who was now their glorified King swaying 
the Sceptre of the Universe, and the instrument for 
bringing the world to acknowledge His dominion 
through hearty acceptance of Him as Saviour. They 
never faltered for a single moment in entering upon 
the path which Jesus had mapped out for them before 
His ascension to be witnesses for Him “both in 
Jerusalem, and in aJl Judea and Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth’”’ (Acts i. 8). In His 
redeeming death they saw the foundation well and 
truly laid for a glorious building of living stones 
carved after the similitude of a fair palace; they 
beheld the preparation for the descent of the New 
Jerusalem from God out of heaven; they had the 
107 
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assurance not only of a reconstituted humanity, but 
of a humanity recreated in the image of Christ. For 
the attainment of this gracious end they knew that 
_personal contact with the Saviour was essential, and 
so they went forth to proclaim remission of sin to all 
who believed in His Name. Their aim, first, last, 
and always, was to bring souls to Jesus so that through 
the merits of His atoning death they might be purified 
from sin, and accepted in the Beloved, enter into the 
inheritance of the redeemed. ‘‘ Unto me,”’ declares 
St. Paul, ‘‘ who am less than the least of all saints, 
was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ’? (Eph. iti. 8). There 
would undoubtedly be huge difficulties to overcome, 
many open and avowed enemies as well as insincere 
friends to encounter, but they will obey the call of 
duty at all costs. Their Risen Lord had appointed 
them to bear testimony to what they had seen, heard, 
and experienced, and to this holy calling they will 
be true in every particular. Did ever any body of 
men so readily grasp the inner meaning of the duty 
to which they had been called and respond with 
greater alacrity ? We sometimes express our astonish- 
ment at the rapid change in these disciples who had 
formerly been so slow of perception and lacking in 
initiative, but the promised outpouring at Pentecost 
reveals the secret of the whole matter. The Cross 
which was to them the emblem of bloodshed and death 
becomes transfigured in the halo of glory which 
encircles it from the throne, and in that new revelation 
they learn that the Son of God in His abounding love 
for sinful men gave Himself up to the death on the 
accursed tree for their salvation. The meaning of the 
corn of wheat falling into the ground and dying to 
produce much fruit dawns upon them in its true 
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significance. From that death Pentecost has come 
as the first-fruits of a rich harvest. A Persian fable 
tells us that God created the earth as a level, barren 
plain without flower, bush, or tree upon its surface. 
Then He commissioned an angel to sow it with the 
best seed, and he scattered the magnolia, the orange 
and the wheat. Satan on seeing the seed said, “‘ I will 
spoil God’s work.”’ He buried the seed in the ground 
and soaked it with rain, thinking it would rot, but 
as each seed died it sent forth a green blade, clothing 
the earth in a mantle of beauty. This fable enshrines 
a great truth for us. Like the Apostles we behold 
the power to transform and glorify humanity in the 
death of Christ by which Satan is defeated and sin 
overcome. With this conception of the Cross these 
early followers of the Master recognise that the work 
to which He had commissioned them was to win souls, 
to gather in the precious sheaves of the harvest of 
grace for which the world’s Redeemer had put the 
seed into the soil, and right loyally they proceeded 
to fulfil their allotted work. Before the Court of 
_ the Sanhedrin which had power to release or condemn 

him, St. Peter, now the veritable Rock-man, in de- 
fending the healing of the Cripple at the gate of the 
Temple in the name of Jesus, declares: ‘“‘ And in 
none other is there salvation: for neither is there 
any other name under heaven, that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved’”’ (Acts iv. 12). It 
is quite evident that the Apostles went out on a soul- 
saving crusade with all their hopes for the world’s 
salvation centred in Christ and the all-sufficiency of 
His death upon the Cross as an atonement for sin. 
“The Apostles,” says Dr. G. D. Herron, * worked 
and spoke at white heat. They burned as white 
flames of holiness, the breath of God flashing their 
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light across the nations. They spoke with tongues 
of fire, and dipped their pens in the blood of their 
hearts. They entreated and rebuked with an intensity 
that seemed to men of the world as madness. They 
entered the godless cities as men turning the world 
upside down. They walked the earth as its con- 
querors, armed with weapons handed down from the 
skies. They were in the world but not of it, and the 
stars were their friends. They were serene: but theirs 
was the serenity of high and holy passions.”” They 
had no misgivings as to the efficacy of the Cross, 
no questionings as to its central place in the economy 
of redemption, no doubts as to its power to cleanse 
from all sin. The note of certainty was sounded like 
a clarion blast in their presentation of Gospel truth 
with the result that great multitudes were won for 
Jesus and added to the Church. 

What an important lesson for the present day can 
be learned from this! In the twentieth century as 
in the first we require the note of certitude in our 
unfolding of the plan of salvation coupled with an 
intense passion for souls, else we shall miserably fail 
as soul-winners. Without exception those who have 
been and are honoured with success in this work 
speak whereof they know and testify to what they 
have experienced in the full assurance that the Cross 
brings salvation to the sinful soul by subduing the 
will, purging the conscience from the stain of guilt, 
and purifying the heart from every evil desire. In- 
tensity of conviction, seriousness of purpose, and depth 
of spiritual knowledge are the necessary requisites for 
successfully dealing with immortal souls in bringing © 
them into touch with the living, loving Saviour. St. 
Paul out of the fulness of his own experience of God’s 
salvation directed the burdened, sin-convicted jailer 
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at Philippi, when he asked for guidance in the matter 
of his soul’s eternal interests. Straight as an “arrow 
from the bow in reply to his query, ‘‘ What must I 
do to be saved ?”’ came the Apostle’s reply : ‘* Believe 
on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved.’ George 
MacDonald gives the testimony to this verse of the 
pious schoolmaster when visiting the Marquis of 
Lossie on his deathbed as follows: ‘‘ After thirty 
years’ trial of it, it is to me the essence of wisdom. 
It has given me a peace which makes life or death 
all but indifferent to me, though I would choose the 
latter.”’ He then points out to the Marquis that he 
is to believe on Jesus, not about Him. The revealing 
hour of the jailer’s great need brought the man to 
direct him to the sole fountain of all salvation. He 
was not asked simply to believe that Jesus had come 
in the flesh, but to believe 1x Him as the loving 
Redeemer who had died upon the Cross to put away 
sin, and because of this was both able and willing to 
save to the uttermost every one that had faith in 
Him. This is salvation; this is eternal life. It was 
this truth that laid hold on the heart of Captain 
Hedley Vicars as he idly turned over the leaves of 
a Bible which lay on the table in a brother officer’s 
room. His eye caught the words “The blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin” 
(x John i. 7). These words came to him as a reve- 
lation from heaven, and he exclaimed, ‘‘ If this be 
true for me, henceforth I will live, by the grace of 
God, as a man should live who has been washed in 
the blood of Jesus Christ.’”? He rested not until he 
knew that his sins were blotted out at the Cross, 
and the beautiful, earnest, energetic Christian life of the 
few succeeding years of his all too brief sojourn on earth 
is the best evidence of the mighty change which he 


LI2 THE Cross IN HUMAN LIFE 


experienced through the cleansing power of the 
Redeemer’s blood. 

St. Paul had the holy passion of a true soul-winner, 
and the secret of this is to be found in his personal 
knowledge of the power of the Cross to make the 
human soul anew—to break the dominion of sin and 
bestow the power to live a life of holiness. He knew 
well the pride and presumption of man’s heart, the 
stubbornness of the will, the disinclination of the 
heart to respond to the claims of God, so that the 
dynamic of the Cross was needed for a breaking- 
down process before there could be any building up. 
Thus his aim always was to turn the seeking sinner’s 
gaze towards the power-centre of the Universe, that 
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus he 
might be set free. In the presence of King Agrippa 
the Apostle declared that the message of the glorified 
Redeemer to him on the day of his conversion to the 
Christian faith was: ‘To this end have I appeared 
unto thee, to appoint thee a minister and a witness 
both of the things wherein thou hast seen me, and of 
the things wherein I will appear unto thee ; delivering 
thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto 
whom I send thee, to open their eyes that they may 
turn from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive remission of 
sins and an inheritance among them that are sanctified | 
by faith in me ”’ (Acts xxvi. 16-18). He accepted his 
commission right heartily both in the letter and spirit 
in which the Divine Commander offered it, and went 
out to fulfil its terms to the very uttermost. What 
fixes our special attention on these words of the 
exalted Lord with reference to St. Paul’s appointment 
to the Apostolate is the fact that they were uttered 
on the other side of the agony in the garden, the 
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shameful death on the Cross, the shattering of the 
tomb and His glorious ascension to heaven. They 
not only conveyed to the great Apostle of the Gentiles 
an idea of the work which his enthroned Lord expected 
him to faithfully carry out, but they also summon us 
to the heaven-appointed task of putting our fellow- 
men into possession of their rightful heritage through 
the redemption of Jesus Christ. After his experience 
of Christ’s saving power Ananias in that memorable 
interview points out that as an Apostle his work is 
now to testify to others. ‘‘ For thou shalt be a witness 
for Him unto all men of what thou hast seen and 
heard ” (Acts xxii. 15). He had seen the Lord, heard 
His voice, experienced His salvation, and now he was 
to declare this to all men in preaching Christ as the 
Saviour of sinners. 

Salvation is received not simply that its blessings 
may be selfishly enjoyed, but that the good news 
may be conveyed to others; not that its recipients 
may be satisfied when they enter into its blessed 
secret, but that with an intense longing for the souls 
of men they may be unwearying in telling the story 
of God’s wonderful love to all. 


“So let our lips and lives express 
The holy Gospel we profess ; 
So let our works and witness shine, 
To prove the doctrine all Divine. 


“Thus shall we best proclaim abroad 
The honours of our Saviour God ; 
When His salvation reigns within, 
And grace subdues the power of sin.”’ 


Every redeemed soul is called to be a witness: this 

is a privilege which is inseparable from the Christian’s 

calling and a duty which he cannot neglect without 

suffering deterioration in the spiritual life. Ina word 
H 
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we are saved to be ambassadors of the Cross. Every 
one connected with the early Church went out in> 
quest of souls and sought to bring people of every 
class and nationality under the saving power of the 
Cross. Each one was an Evangelist to tell the story 
of redemption through the Crucified, and invite all 
to become partakers of the riches of Divine grace 
which transformed the life wholly surrendered to Jesus. 
They regarded themselves as in honour bound to 
spread the good tidings which had filled their lives 
with the gladness of an unutterable joy, satisfied their 
hearts with a perfect peace, and brought their souls 
to the light of the knowledge of God as a loving, 
gracious Father. Driven from their homes and 
scattered abroad as many of them were, they sowed 
the good seed of the Kingdom wherever they went. 
We have read somewhere of a great fire on the virgin 
prairie being followed in course of time with a remark- 
able growth of beautiful young trees. Just as the 
thick grass which was a hindrance became, when burned, 
a means of fertilising the seed of those trees buried in 
the soil, so the fires of persecution but removed the 
accretions which were hindering the germination of the 
Gospel seed and promoted its growth even in what had 
been hitherto unfertile soil. In face of persecution, 
obloquy, shame, contempt, these brave souls never 
deviated from the path of duty, but pressed on to 
plant the Cross in new territories and claim these as 
trophies for the Redeemer. Such confidence had they 
in the power of the Cross both to change individual 
lives and to remodel human society; such love for 
Christ and passionate desire to extend His Kingdom 
in the hearts of men possessed them, that by the 
close of the first century the Gospel had been carried 
to the bounds of the vast Roman Empire. What 
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must strike every reader of the record given in Acts 
of this work is the fact that these early Christians 
regarded themselves as Evangelists, and went forth 
not to preach sermons in the ordinary acceptation of 
that term, but with lives kindled to a flame by the 
Divine torch to tell the story of what they knew 
about the Lord Jesus—the moving, heart-subduing 
story of the Cross. As the result of these devoted 
labours multitudes turned to the Lord. Professional 
Christianity in those early days of the Church had 
not yet taken shape, but unfortunately this became 
the order of the day in the reign of the Roman 
Emperor Constantine, and has handicapped the Church 
to a greater or less degree ever since. The lamp of 
Gospel truth was dimmed at that time and burned 
low through the intervening centuries—at times it 
was well-nigh extinguished—until fanned into a flame 
at the time of the Reformation. During this period, 
with the exception of a few heroes of the faith who 
kept the lamp of truth from being utterly darkened, 
there was not the slightest evangelical zeal or soul- 
saving activity. Men had ceased so to relate them- 
selves to the Cross as to feel its dynamic in their 
lives, and thus with loss of power came the cessation 
of desire for evangelistic work. 

We need to learn) the lesson that if we are to be 
successful in bringing others to the Saviour we must 
have the zeal which the Cross inspires, the passion 
for souls which it begets in the life that has felt its 
power and is being lived under its shadow. Those 
dark medizeval days have a message for us in making 
evident that it is not the Cross as such, but the Cross 
as the symbol of God’s great redemptive love and 
Christ’s atoning sacrifice for sin believed in and 
heartily accepted that gives direction, uplift, power 
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to the life, and sends forth those who know from a_ 
precious experience that Jesus is mighty to save, to 
bring the knowledge of His boundless salvation to a 
lost, sinful world. ‘‘No man,” says Dr. Campbell 
Morgan, ‘“‘ can really believe the evangelical doctrines 
of our faith without himself feeling a passion for 
souls. . . . The life of God expressed itself in the life 
of a man always first by a reaching out after some 
one else, and I do not conceive how a Christian Church 
can live that is not seeking to win souls for Christ.” 
At the present time the Church is mightily oppressed 
with the huge dimensions of her reserve list, more © 
especially when practically all these professing Chris- 


tians, if they are what they claim to be—soldiers of | 


King Jesus—should, instead of remaining in camp, .— 
be in the very forefront of the fighting line. Jesus 
Christ never meant the Church to be encumbered 
with a host of camp followers to impede the onward 
march of His battalions, but to-day we find that 
such is actually the case. The Church was founded 
to win the world for Jesus, but it would seem as if 
the world had set itself with a certain measure of 
success to wrest the Church from Him. We have 
sinned deeply, grievously, through our passivity, 
neglect, and compromise with the world. For every 
one engaged in active Christian work we find scores 
utterly unwilling to give any help whatever. The 
latter are most anxious to enjoy any advantage the 
Christian religion confers, but refuse to make any 
sacrifices for advancing the Kingdom of God. They 
wish their Christianity flavoured, but not with bitter 
herbs. We have no desire to present an overdrawn 
picture, but the hurt will not be cured, the bane 
removed by saying, “‘ peace, peace,’’ when such does 
not exist. A jaunty optimism which is untrue to 
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facts is as dangerous as a drivelling pessimism. We 
have tried to state facts exactly as they are, and 
beyond question the disease is a deep-seated one 
which requires a strong remedy. 

The first step towards better things is a humble 
recognition of the true state of matters, followed by 
earnest, persistent efforts towards amendment. The 
necessary precursor to a step upward is to know 
really where we stand. However low that may be, 
if we but draw towards the Cross we can “‘rise on 
stepping stones of our dead selves to higher things.” 
Oh, that Christians would give heed to the voice of 
Jesus as it sounds in ringing tones down through the 
‘ae : “And he that doth not take his cross and 
tollow after Me, is not worthy of Me’’ (Matt. x. 38). 
The nature of our response settles our usefulness in 
this life and our sphere in the world to come. Cross- 
bearing will soon be a forgotten art since it has come 
to be regarded by many as an unnecessary function 
of the Christian life, but Christ with no uncertain 
sound calls His Church back to the experience of this 
exercise. 

The measure of our self-sacrifice in His Cause is 
the measure of our love to Christ: the depth of our 
devotion to His person and work is the outcome of 
the sense of obligation to Him for His redemption. 
The Master’s words: ‘To whom little is forgiven, 
the same’ loveth little’? (Luke vu. 47), enshrine a 
mighty truth. The greater our sense of the enormity 
of the sin from which He has delivered us, the more 
deeply shall we love Him, and the more readily engage 
in work for the glory of His name: whereas if we 
regard sin as a trivial thing there will not be that 
overflowing love in the heart which is the impelling 
force in all true soul-saving work. The history of 
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Christianity affords most striking proof of this in its | 
accounts of the great soul-winners of the centuries — 
who, with full consciousness of the terrible nature of 
sin and the galling bondage from which Christ set 
them free, have worked for the salvation of others 
under the inspiration of the overpowering influence 
of that boundless love begotten within them which 
like the Master’s must go out to seek and to save 
the lost. : 

No greater mistake was ever made than to limit 
the work of soul-winning to any official class in the 
Church. It is the function of the holy ministry, but - 
by no means its special function: it is the privilege 
of the Christian worker, but not at all His sole privilege : 
it is the bounden duty of every true and sincere 
follower of the Lord Jesus to compel those for whom 
the Gospel feast is spread to come in that His house 
may be filled. Flimsy excuses for shirking the duty, 
the plea of inability or lack of opportunity will not 
avail. The readiness to help weak ones in danger 
in connection with the tragic sinking of the ill-fated 
Titanic in mid-Atlantic during the past Spring should 
not be forgotten, as it conveys a much needed lesson 
to the Church to-day. In the hour of peril when 
the huge vessel was rapidly becoming a prey to the 
mighty deep, men of all classes—men of culture, 
position, influence, wealth, in conjunction with those — 
who could boast of none of these things—put forth 
every exertion and used every means in their power 
to have the women and children transferred to the 
lifeboats. They thought rather of others than them- 
selves, and, like noble heroes in face of imminent 
death, exerted themselves to the utmost for their 
safety. History will not allow these grand, unselfish 
men to be forgotten. All around us souls are in 
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danger. What are we doing to rescue them? Are 
we, to our eternal disgrace, sitting idly by while they 
are being lost for evermore, or are we to our ever- 
lasting credit leading them to Jesus in whom alone 
safety is to be found? We are simply obeying the 
Master’s orders if by every means at our disposal we 
are bringing souls to him for healing and life. Our 
Lord’s command is, “‘ Go work to-day in the vineyard ” 
(Matt. xxi. 28), and should this be disregarded it is 
evident that the love which urges to obedience is 
wanting. Love must show itself in-ready conformity 
to His will. ‘‘ Perhaps,” says Dr. Parkhurst, “‘ you 
have a great mind; perhaps you have an eloquent 
tongue ; it may be you have a large purse and can 
glorify God and bless mankind with that ; but perhaps 
you have nothing in the world but a kind, sweet smile. 
Then let that fall upon some poor life that has no 
smiles upon it.” Your sphere may be confined, your 
duties onerous, your time fully occupied, but all the 
same you are never to forget that the man redeemed 
at the Cross is to be about His Father’s business like 
the Saviour who suffered thereon. Charles Wesley, 
the greatest writer of hymns the Church has ever 
possessed, and a most strenuous worker for the Lord, 
was led to Christ by the earnest effort of a poor, 
unlettered mechanic whose love for Jesus impelled 
him to speak a word in season to the young man 
during a serious illness. 

Jesus Christ has bought us back to God by His 
precious blood; on the Cross He paid the full price 
for our redemption: He saw us perishing and volun- 
tarily gave Himself up to the death for us. In the 
presence of this wonder of wonders—the Cross of 
Calvary—under the spell of the risen, reigning Christ, 
in the power of the outpoured Spirit, and constrained. 
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by His undying love, let there be a glad, hearty, 
unselfish response to the demand of the unchanging 
Cross for a fuller, nobler life of obedience, sacrifice, 
and service. Earnestness and diligence in Christian 
work will expand the life, increase faith, and bring 
growing joy in the Lord to the devoted worker. If 
the Church is to be a real power for good on the earth, 
a living, aggressive witness for her ascended Lord, 
then she must use every resource and put forth every 
effort to win souls for Jesus, and her success in this 
depends wholly on the activity and unceasing labours 
of her individual members. 

Some years ago the submarine AI was sunk near 
Portsmouth. When the vessel was raised shortly 
afterwards it was found that every man aboard had 
perished at his post of duty. Not even imminent 
death moved a single man from his appointed station. 
What a lesson in discipline and bravery for us in 
the service of the great Captain of our Salvation. 
God’s call to the whole church is “‘ Up, sanctify your- 
selves, for to-morrow’s great soul-saving Crusade.” 
Jesus Christ fully expects every one that has tasted 
His Salvation to carry it to others. The world is 
to be brought to the feet of the Redeemer through 
the activity and energy of His blood-bought ones, 
the kingdom of darkness is to fall before the frontal 
attack of the King’s redeemed soldiers, the Kingdom 
of God is to be set up in human hearts through the 
loyalty and devotion of those who are His called, 
chosen, and faithful. This enduring work has been 
assigned us as His followers. Let us go with the 
message of the Cross and tell its wondrous story 
with hearts upon which the Cross has been engraven, 
and from lips which have been made eloquent by 
the power of the Crucified. God help us to complete 
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the allotted task and receive the promised reward. 
Let us make the sweet, devout words, and wholly 
unselfish sentiments of Christina Rosetti our own, 


and then the humblest work will become a Sacrament 
to God. 


“Grant me the lowest place: not that I dare 
Ask for the lowest place, but Thou hast died 
That I might live and share 
Thy glory by Thy side. 


“Give me the lowest place ; or if for me 
That lowest place too high, make one more low 
Where I may sit and see 
My God, and love Thee so.”’ 


Vill 


Tee CROSS .IN REVIVAL WORK 


“Thou wilt revive me... Thy vight hand shall save me.” 
—Booxk OF PSALMS. 


“If the grace of God miraculously operates, 1t probably 
operates through the subliminal docr.... We shall do wellnow... 
to turn our attention to the frusts of the veligious condition, no 
matter in what way they may have been produced.” 

—WILLIAM JAMES. 


“The history of the Church of Christ from the days of the 
Apostles has been a history of spiritual movements. He by 
whom the whole body of the Church ts governed and sanctified 
has made His presence felt... in great upheavals of spiritual 
life, by which the conscience of Christians has been quickened, 
ov thety hold upon the truths of redemption and grace made 
move intelligent and serious, or their lives and practice vestoved 
to something like the ideal of the Gospel.’’—Lippon. 


“A revival or spiritual awakening, from the nature of the 
case, arrests the attention and fixes it on the greatest concerns 
of veligion. . . . The actual, superhuman working of Christ, 
doing for men what they could not do for themselves in converting, 
emancipating, transforming, and energising their lives, affords 
fresh present-day evidences of Christianity and makes the 
Christian faith a great reality.’’—Motrt. 


CHAPTER VIII 
THE CROSS IN REVIVAL WoRK 


RELIGIOUS revival has come to be regarded as an 
extraordinary and abnormal effort to promote the 
Kingdom of God among men rather than the ordinary 
and regular method for extending the work of Christ 
in the world. It is looked upon as a sort of luxury 
in religion which can only be expected to come once 
in a while ; not the common, everyday occurrence in 
the life of the Church or the community. In a word 
it is viewed as a special dispensation of the Holy 
Spirit’s power in fulfilling His mission to mankind 
rather than the natural manner of His working, if 
unimpeded, in carrying out the function of His high 
and holy office. If we accept the teaching of Holy 
Scripture we are warranted in affirming that the 
natural and normal method for gathering in, strength- 
ening, and consolidating human souls in the faith of 
Jesus Christ is the preaching of the Cross in the 
power of the Holy Ghost with an unlimited belief 
in its saving efficacy and redeeming virtue. Thus in 
magnifying the Cross and exalting the Holy Spirit by 
assigning Him His rightful place in the sphere of 
redemption we create the human conditions which, 
coupled with earnest, believing prayer and genuine 
expectation of blessing on the part of God’s people, 
issue in the manifestation of Divine power for the 
overthrow of the forces of evil, and the promotion 
of righteousness, goodness, and true holiness. If 
we seek for the causes which operate against a 
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continuous onward march of the Church in the 
world along the triumphant lines of that con- 
quering Divine power which promotes the work of 
grace in the hearts of mankind we must recognise 
that whilst the Divine conditions are invariable 
the human vary very much indeed. On the Godward 
side every force that makes for the triumphant advance 
of His cause in the world is so fixed and settled as to 
move with unerring precision, but on the human 
side there are the obstacles of unbelief, indifference, 
formalism, worldliness, and many others which impede 
the Spirit of God in His beneficent operations in 
and upon the souls of men. Our first duty is to see 
that the conditions on the earth-side which hamper 
and hinder the Holy Spirit in His unceasing efforts 
to bestow the benediction of heaven in the blessed 
work of quickening and reviving human souls are 
removed so that the movements of God for the 
regeneration and redemption of the world may be 
unobstructed. In the gracious work of revival which 
should be the ordinary way in the Church of carrying 
the work of the Kingdom forward. to success we are 
not straitened in God, but in ourselves; the cause 
of hindrance is on the human side, not on the side of 
heaven; the normal becomes the abnormal owing 
to the lack of response in the heart of man which is 
naturally disinclined to the things that are holy, 
good, and pure. 

It is only right to remember that the Christian 
Church came into existence at a season of Revival, 
and her history is bound up with the history of the 
revival movements of the centuries which have 
promoted her growth, influence, and_ usefulness. 
The small band of disciples in the Upper Room at 
Jerusalem where they were met for prayer in anticipa- 
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tion of the promised Pentecostal outpouring was 
constituted the Church of Christ in that remarkable 
revival movement which followed the Advent of 
the Holy Ghost. Besides, not only was the Church 
born in the hour of a great revival, but she grew 
and prospered exceedingly in the Apostolic days 
by the preaching through Jesus of remission of sins 
and resurrection from the dead which the Holy Spirit 
accompanied with such mighty power that. religious 
revival was the ordinary, settled course of her progress. 

With devoted, unselfish, sacrificial, surrendered 
lives these faithful servants of the Master were loyal 
to the Word of the Cross, propagated the truth as it 
was in Jesus, perpetuated His life in the world, bore 
their unfaltering testimony to Christian truth in an 
age of unbelief, showed the true spirit of brotherhood, 
and boldly declared adherence to their Lord equally 
before rulers and subjects, with the result that the 
Lord worked with them, and confirmed the Word 
by the signs that followed. They proclaimed the 
redeeming efficacy of the Cross, the life-giving power 
of the Risen Christ, the Divine Mission of the Holy Spirit 
to “* convict the world in respect of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment’’ (John xvi. 8). Under the 
inspiration of the Blessed Spirit the revival movement 
spread, causing the Church to pass onward in tri- 
umphal progress from country to country, until 
in about three-quarters of a century after the Lord’s 
Ascension His Church had reached the bounds of the 
civilized world. This rapid growth unfortunately 
came to an end, not through the withdrawal of the 
Holy Spirit’s power, but through the controversial, 
worldly, ambitious, self-seeking spirit which laid 
hold on the Church. The flood-tide of the early 
days of Christianity was succeeded by a period of 
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controversy when the proclamation of the Cross 
became obscured during the bitter debates that 
raged regarding the doctrines of the faith, and under 
this blighting influence love grew cold, holy enthusiasm 
for the Church’s growth evaporated, eagerness for 
saving souls well nigh vanished, and as a consequence 
through the obstruction of the Holy Ghost in His 
blessed work of communicating the saving benefits 
of redemption to immortal souls, the Church was 
arrested on her onward march. Then this was followed 
by a time when the Church’s aim was to exercise a 
certain temporal power, thus seeking to exert an 
outward sway over, rather than exercise an inward 
influence on, men’s lives, so that deadness and decay 
supervened where formerly through the uninterrupted 
operation of Divine power, life, and progress reigned. 

With occasional gleams of light this condition of 
affairs continued down through what we are accus- 
tomed to call the Dark Ages when the redeeming 
work of Christ as the sole means of obtaining forgiveness 
and acceptance with God suffered eclipse, until the 
dawn of the Reformation. The fact should not be 
overlooked that wherever and whenever we find the 
Spirit of God moving on men’s hearts in those clouded 
centuries the way had been prepared by the true 
Ambassadors of Jesus Christ tearing away with 
unsparing hands the Church drapery which had 
buried the Cross within its folds, and setting forth 
in all its deep significance to sinful souls the inward- 
ness of the redemption which the Saviour had procured 
for mankind by the surrender of His lfe and 
resurrection from the dead. The outstanding feature 
of those gloomy days is that however dense the 
darkness the proclamation of the Cross in the rich 
fulness of its saving power, the uplifting of the Crucified, 
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never once failed to quicken dead souls, to revive 
drooping spirits, to bring the joy of salvation to 
sinners, and to give a new passion for souls to those 
who had experienced the sweetness of redeeming 
love in their own lives. 
John Tauler, of Strasburg, in the fourteenth 
century affords us a striking example of the truth 
of this statement. This great mystic was noted 
for his plain, outspoken, earnest preaching which 
became much more powerful after his period of 
retirement from the pulpit for about two years in 
which by vigils, fastings, penitence, and prayers 
he sought to find the higher life, and during which he 
obtained what has been called his ‘‘ second blessing.”’ 
On the first occasion after this when he attempted 
to preach he broke into weeping and could not proceed, 
but a few days afterwards he stood before a great 
crowd and proclaimed the Word of the Cross with 
such overwhelming power that men and women 
were overcome, and bursting into tears, cried for 
mercy, whilst many fainted away in the deep emotion 
of their anguish of soul. With rare fidelity he de- 
clared in succeeding years the whole counsel of God 
and directed one and all to the Saviour, in whom 
he had himself obtained forgiveness and eternal 
life. The keynote of his preaching which stirred the 
hearers so mightily was his insistence upon faith in 
Christ as the only way of Salvation, the necessity 
for holy living, and the real, vital union of the human 
soul with God. During the same century we find 
Gerhard Groot, the founder of the Brethren of the 
common life, in the Netherlands, and John Wickliff 
in England setting forth the doctrine of the Cross 
by calling men to repentance towards God and faith 
in Jesus Christ. Their preaching was followed by a 
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time of revival which was rich in conversions and 
truly changed lives. Whatever else the Reformation 
was and accomplished it was first and foremost a 
great revival of religion through the preaching of 
the grand doctrine of justification by faith that had 
been buried for ages beneath the accretions of a 
church system which, whilst claiming to keep the 
Cross at the centre of its religious teaching, really 
made its redemptive significance of no account by 
overlaying it with the traditions of men. Once the 
saving efficacy of the Cross was unfolded and the 
finished work of the Redeemer proclaimed by the 
Reformers the Holy Spirit worked mightily in men’s 
hearts so that they immediately found the peace 
their souls desired through faith in Jesus Christ the 
Saviour of mankind. The manifested power of 
heaven, when the obstructions were removed, caused 
a veritable resurrection from the dead, and men 
rejoiced in the freedom and enlargement of life into 
which they entered by way of the Cross. 

In the succeeding century when the love of many 
in our land had grown cold the message of the Cross 
delivered by men like John Owen, Richard Baxter, 
and John Bunyan brought new fervour and spiritual 
force into the religious life of the nation. Afterwards 
when deism exercised its blighting influence on 
England and moderatism sought to dry up the 
fountains of Evangelicalism in Scotland by sub- 
stituting the preaching of morality for the redemption 
that is in Jesus, thus removing the mystical element 
from religion, then the Lord raised up such standard- 
bearers of the Cross as the Wesleys, Geo. Whitefield, 
the Erskines, Thos. Chalmers, and Robt. Murray 
McCheyne to roll back the tide of unbelief. The 
Divine power experienced under the simple presen- 
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tation of the redeeming love of Christ may be gathered 
from a reference by the last named to the closing 
exercises of a communion season: “The sobbing 
soon spread, till many heads were bent down, and 
the church was filled with sobbing. Many whom 
I did not know were now affected. After prayer, we 
dismissed, near midnight. Many followed us. One, 
in great agony, prayed that she might find Christ 
that very night. So ends this blessed season.” 

In the wonderful revival of 1859 it was the Word 
of the Cross faithfully and lovingly preached by 
God’s consecrated servants that brought the assurance 
of forgiveness and the calmness of Divine peace to 
souls under conviction of sin crying out in agony for 
salvation. They found healing in the Redeemer’s 
stripes, cleansing in the shed blood, reconciliation 
with God at Calvary so that they could say : ‘‘ Behold, 
God is my Salvation; I will trust, and will not be 
afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and 
song; and He is become my Salvation” (Is. xii. 2). 
What a mighty conquering force was the message of 
God’s redeeming love through Jesus Christ when 
opened and unfolded by C. H. Spurgeon and D. L. 
Moody. It issued in a spiritual quickening amongst 
those already in the Church, a restoration of back- 
sliders, a conversion of sinners, and a general revival 
of activity and devotion in the Lord’s work so that 
the Church was strengthened both by the addition 
of saved souls and the increased fervour of her 
members. 

To-day wherever Christ is lifted up in all the fulness 
of His power to save He is still drawing men to Himself. 
The attraction of the Cross has suffered no diminution 
and still draws sinners to the crucified for pardon of 
sin, fellowship with God, and the bestowal of sonship. 
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This is abundantly evident in every instance where 
the evangel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed with con- 
viction and power from the pulpit and brought home 
to the hearts and consciences of the hearers. This 
is the Word which the Holy Spirit delights to honour 
in using it to influence souls towards making a definite, 
decided religious choice, and to lead them to full, 
unqualified surrender to Jesus as Lord. The most 
successful and enduring work is being done to-day 
under the ministries that are distinctly and avowedly 
evangelical. We have a Gospel in every way suited 
to the varying needs of this age, and it is our duty 
to apply it with the confidence begotten of its un- 
changing power to solve every difficulty, overcome 
all sin, and root out every form of unbelief. It has 
stood the test of centuries in satisfying every longing 
of the human heart, in successfully combatting error 
and unbelief of every kind, and in leavening the 
whole earth with the spirit of our Lord. The great 
need of our age has been thus stated by Dr. Andrew 
Murray: ‘‘ The revival we need is the revival of 
holiness, in which the consecration of the whole being 
to the service of Christ, and that for the whole life, 
shall be counted possible.. And for this there will 
be needed a new style of preaching, in which the 
promises of God to dwell in His people, and to sanctify 
them for Himself, will take a place which they do 
not now have.” Such a revival will have its be- 
ginning within the Church in causing the members 
thereof to realise that forgiveness of sin at the Cross 
is but the door which through the ministry of the 
Holy Ghost leads to the possession of the life which 
is hid with Christ in God, lived in fellowship with 
the Eternal, and entirely devoted to His service. 
If the grand, inspiring doctrine of justification by 
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faith is to grip and effectively move the masses, 
there must be a more complete recognition amongst 
church members of the stimulating doctrine of sancti- 
fication through the Spirit, as the latter exerts a 
vast influence in enforcing and bringing home to the 
hearts of mankind the truth of the former. 

“The history of revivals,” declared D. L. Moody 
during the closing year of his life, ‘‘ proves that such 
a work must begin at the house of God. Who can 
doubt that if somehow the Church could be thoroughly 
aroused—not a mere scratching of the surface of 
our emotions, but a deep heart-work that shall make 
us right with God, and clothe us with power in prayer 
and service—the last months of this century would 
witness the mightiest movements of the Holy Spirit 
since Pentecost.”’ The full realisation of the vision 
of this mighty man of God tarries, but it will become a 
glorious reality once the Church clothes herself with 
her heavenly garments of power, supplication, and 
service. May God hasten that day! The Church’s 
weakness arises from the attitude of many of her 
members who insist on measuring their lives by a 
standard which is much below. what God has fixed. 
This comes from their failure to realise the high and 
holy calling to which they have been called, and thus 
but a slight impression is being made on a sinful 
world when multitudes should be gathered into the 
Kingdom through the influence of our holy lives. 
We are told that Fenelon lived in such intimate com- 
munion with God that his face shone with the reflected 
glory. Lord Peterborough, a noted deist, once had 
occasion to spend a night under the same roof with 
this holy man. In the morning he made haste to 
get away saying, ‘If I spend another night with 
that man, I shall be a Christian in spite of myself.” 
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Fenelon had not even spoken to this sceptic on religious 
things, but all the same he had felt the influence 
of that saintly life which reflected so perfectly the glory 
of his Saviour. Of a truth revival needs to begin 
at the house of God, and if only the professed followers 
of Christ get into the blessed secret of true sanctifi- 
cation which in the strength of the indwelling Christ 
enables us to live the overcoming life, then the force 
of the impact of these Christ-possessed, Spirit-filled 
lives upon a sinful world would be such as to honour 
the Redeemer in exhibiting the fruits of His saving 
work, magnify the Holy Ghost in His gracious ministry 
among men, and lead them to full surrender to the 
Saviour who has bought them with His blood. Thus 
under the unhampered operations of the Holy Spirit 
we should again have the experience of those Pente- 
costal days when “‘the Lord added to them day by 
day those that were being saved ”’ (Acts il. 47). 

It is maintained by some that the next revival 
will be along ethical rather than purely evangelical 
lines, but a change of heart and life which manifests 
itself in nobler, purer, holier lives cannot be obtained 
apart from the regeneration of the heart, the removal 
of the guilt and dominion of sin, and the change of 
the whole current of life. The idea of living a life 
well-pleasing to God without that spiritual change 
which the human soul experiences when the Holy 
Spirit conveys the saving efficacy of Christ’s death 
is as if a tree torn out of the earth were expected to 
grow and produce fruit, or a rosebud severed from the 
stem to reach a perfect bloom. Behind the ethical 
which shows itself in the outward life there must be the 
spiritual, bringing the inward change of heart. God 
always begins to work at the centre of a man’s being, 
never at the circumference, hence the spiritual always 
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precedes the ethical. The life of God must be im- 
planted within before it can show itelf in the life, 
the seed of the Kingdom must be put into the soil 
of the heart before growth becomes visible. Just 
as water cannot rise higher than its source, so it is 
impossible for the ethical to reach the height of the 
spiritual. The heart, the conscience, the will, the 
whole being of a man must be touched, influenced, 
and changed by the power of redeeming love at the 
Cross, in short he must become a new creation in 
Christ Jesus before he can exhibit to the world in 
his life, walk, and conversation the presence of the 
life of God in the soul as the controlling principle of 
his whole being. The power from on high first of 
all goes right to the centre of the penitent, trusting 
sinner’s life, and from this citadel by working out- 
wards it shows the reality of the change in a life of 
new obedience. The machinery remains motionless 
when the driving power is switched off, so unless 
spiritual influences are at work in the soul we can 
never move along the pathway of ethical living. 
Therefore the supreme message for humanity is the 
efficacy of our Lord’s atoning death to cleanse from 
all sin. We must aim at getting men right at the 
centre if they are to live holy lives, and for the attain- 
ment of this most desirable result we need to tap the 
sources of Divine power that spiritual energy may 
flow forth in abundance through union by “‘a vital 
personal tie to the risen and reigning Christ.” 

It is a great mistake to offer any prediction as to 
the form which the next revival will take since God’s 
ways of working are so manifold that it is impossible 
to form any correct idea of the particular mode of 
His future operations. Such forecasts seem to limit 
the Divine mind to certain methods of procedure 
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which viewed from the human side are regarded as 
most likely to produce the best results. This stand- 
point, however, may be altogether wrong when 
regarded from the Godward side, and He knows 
‘best the channels and means for bringing the richest 
blessings to the sons of men. Undoubtedly the next 
revival will exert a mighty influence upon the lives 
of individuals, the religious life of the Church, and 
the social life of the community and nation, but it 
will accomplish this because drawing its inspiration 
from the Cross of the Crucified it will bring spiritual 
renewal to, and lift the load from, a sin-burdened 
humanity, thus soul-quickening, heart enlargement 
will be followed by rich ethical and social results. 
When the virtue of Christ’s atoning blood is pro- 
claimed, and His readiness to welcome, pardon, 
cleanse, relieve all who lay hold on Him by faith is 
made known to the sons of men, then, and only then, 
has the foundation been laid on which we can with 
great assurance urge all that have closed with the 
offer of salvation to build a good moral character 
which will exhibit itself to the world in a life of high, 
noble, and Christlike conduct. The supreme aim 
of the Christian religion is to bring men into a right 
relationship with God through..the Atonement, 
mediation, and intercession of ovr Lord Jesus, who 
implants within the human soul a new life-principle 
which must issue in right living. ‘ Religion,” says 
Dr. Marcus Dods, “without morality is rotten ; 
morality without religion is precarious, imperfect, 
without trustworthy root. . . . However high and 
fine a man’s character be, it would be refined to a 
higher standard and raised to a perfect level were 
he to add to all his native worth the results of true 
fellowship with God.” 


THE Cross IN REvIVAL WorRK 137 


The revival which will produce ethical results 
must be a revival in which the power of Christ to save, 
and the efficacy of His blood to take away all sins 
are kept at the heart of every proclamation of the 
Gospel. If the present spiritual apathy is to be 
followed by a visitation of power, the redeeming 
Cross must be the sum and substance of the message, 
the preacher so filled with the Spirit and bathed 
in the love of his Master that he is consumed with a 
burning passion for the salvation of immortal souls, 
and the Christian worker eager with a holy zeal to 
snatch human souls from the power of evil as*brands 
from the burning. From that Pentecostal day of 
power, when, as the result of St. Peter’s proclamation 
of repentance and remission of sins in the name of 
Jesus three thousand souls were gathered into the 
Church, until this present hour no visitation of the 
Holy Spirit has ever come in any other way.. It is 
only at the Cross that a man receives the power to 
perform in whatever sphere of life he is placed the 
requirements of God’s law—‘‘to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God” 
(Mic. vi. 8). Such a revival will, by strengthening 
the Church, advance the Kingdom of God in the 
world, thus filing the heart of every true child of God 
with joy. Dr. John G. Paton tells that Namakei, his 
first convert on the island of Aniwa, ‘‘went in and 
out with intense joy. When he heard of the prosperity 
of the Lord’s work, and how island after island was 
learning to sing the praise of Jesus, his heart glowed, 
and he said, ‘ Missi, I am lifting up my head lke 
a tree; I am growing tall with joy.’ ” 

There was a remarkable revival of religion in the 
reign of King Josiah and it is most instructive to 
note what brought it about. The discovery and 
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perusal of the ‘‘ Book of the Law” led both king 
and people back to God with blessed results to them- 
selves. In preparation for a revival of religion we 
need to come back anew to the study of the Bible, 
both as individuals and as a people. The Holy 
Ghost still uses the sword of the spirit, the Word of 
God, which is declared to be “living and active, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing ~ 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints 
and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and 
intents of the heart ’’ (Heb. iv. 12), as His instrument 
to pierce hard hearts in convincing them of sin; and 
by the same Word of Life He heals them, bringing 
forgiveness and peace through the blood of the 
Redeemer’s Cross. The third Person of the blessed 
Trinity also equips the ambassador of the Cross 
with skill to wield with good effect the sword of the 
Spirit, and with power to understand the inner meaning 
of the Word, so that he goes forth fearlessly to rightly 
divide the word of truth. In this way the Holy 
Spirit makes use of the sword-bearer, the man behind 
the message, in leading souls to the Saviour. “‘O 
that this generation,” said the godly Thomas Haly- 
burton on his death-bed, ‘‘ would awaken to seek 
after quickening influences of the spirit! O for a day 
of the down-pouring of the Spint from on high in a 
work of conversion—for such a day as that, when the 
Spirit of God effectually reached our fathers, and 
brought forth great men, and made others to be 
conquered by them! ‘The residue of the Spirit 
is with Him.’’’ May God implant within our hearts 
a kindred longing for real times of quickening from 
His presence! The revival that will bring blessing 
and healing to humanity must have Christ, the world’s 
Saviour, as its Alpha and Omega, the Cross as the 
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burden of its message, the Holy Ghost as its organiser 
and agent. Then ‘He shall come down like rain 
upon the mown grass; as showers that water the 
earth. . . . And men shall be blessed in Him; all 
nations shall call Him blessed” (Ps. Ixxii. 6, 17). 


“As dew upon the tender herb, 

Diffusing fragrance round ; 

As showers that usher in the Spring, 
And cheer the thirsty ground : 

So shall His presence bless our souls, 
And shed a joyful light; 

That hallow’d morn shall chase away 
The sorrows of the night.’’ 


IX 


THE CROSS IN MISSIONARY OPERATIONS 


“Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.” 
—OvrR Lorp JEsus CHRIST. 


‘““ Hence we see the infinite importance, in the doctrine of the 
Cross, that not merely the fact of our Lord’s death and sufferings 
should be announced, but that their object and purpose, as a 
great moral expedient, should be published to all nations.” 

—R. HALt. 


““T have been a strong believer in the Atonement ; not that 

I understand tt, but the fact that we have the remission of sins 

through Christ, and this fact vesting upon another fact, the 

Vicarious sufferings of Christ, and that now that He 1s risen 
and lives forever, He ts equal to anything even in China.” 

—GRIFFITH JOHN. 


“We have but to lift our eyes and look, and we may see that, 
on the very summits of heathendom and in the midst of the death- 
shade, the heroic soldiers of the Lord Jesus have planted the 


banner of the Cross, and there it still waves, a trophy of coming 
victory.’’—PIERSON. 


““ Missions tn the South Seas generally ave by far the most 
pleasing vesult of the presence of white men, and those in Samoa 
ave the best I have ever seen.’’—R. L. STEVENSON. 


CHAPTER IX 
THE CROSS IN MISSIONARY OPERATIONS 


IN no part of Christian enterprise does the Cross 
manifest more commanding influence and work with 
greater effect than on the Mission field ; in no sphere 
does its supremacy appear to better advantage, its 
recreative energy show itself more clearly in transformed 
lives. Its power to subdue, its attraction to draw, 
its touching appeal to the human heart have never 
once fajled in any part of the world to lead men of 
every class through faith in the living Saviour to 
higher ideals, holier lives, and nobler ambitions. 
It has lifted those who were deepest in the mire of 
sin, unveiled the unchanging redemptive love of 
God in Christ to the most degraded, brought the star 
of eternal hope into the sky of the hopeless and des- 
pairing, shown a more perfect way to those in the 
path of iniquity, and filled life with the strength of 
trust and the calm of God’s unutterable peace. What 
signs and wonders) have been done wherever the 
Cross has been planted in the name of God’s holy 
child, Jesus! How the outcast, the depraved, the 
cannibal on the one hand, and the civilised, the cul- 
tured, the powerful on the other have found in Christ 
the desire of their souls! The Cross sweeps away 
all the prejudices of caste and every atom of self- 
righteousness ; it breaks down the most insurmount- 
able barriers and unlooses the fetters so that the 
sin-bound go forth free. It comes with a message of 
deliverance to the captives proclaiming them prisoners 
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of hope; in a word it changes the whole face of 
humanity by its transforming touch. It sweetens, 
gladdens, strengthens, and makes life a thing of beauty 
because lighted up within by Him Who is the Light of 
the world: it gives life a definite purpose, enlarges 
it with width of outlook, brings the determination to 
make the most of life which otherwise must have 
ended in futility. It has the message that cheers, 
the balm that heals, the influence that inspires hope, 
the power that gives strength for victory both in the 
Orient and the Occident. It knows no race distinction, 
no class difference, no caste prejudice, but comes 
with healing and blessing to all. The soul with a 
deep sense of need never goes away unsatisfied from 
the Cross of Calvary, since the precious blood of the 
son of God cleanses from all sin. 


‘‘ There is plenteous redemption 
In the blood that has been shed ; 
There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of the Head.” . 


With Scriptural testimony to, and experiential 
knowledge of the all-sufficiency of Christ’s atoning 
work we can carry the Evangel of the Cross to the 
ends of the earth in the full assurance that it will 
conquer wherever it is borne. “Christianity,” says 
Dr. MacLaren, “is nothing unless it be the world- — 
wide, world-destined, world-redeeming, and world- 
conquering religion. The very essence of it is that it 
is a Gospel for all men.” The seed of the Kingdom of 
God is suited to every class of soil on the face of the 
earth, and cast in with faith and prayer it will take 
root under the tending care of the Holy Ghost and 
produce a rich harvest in due season. We have the 
Divine seed which has the germs of life within itself 
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to scatter abroad, a redemption to proclaim which 
knows no failure, an entrancing story to tell of the 
Atonement which Jesus has accomplished, a redemp- 
tive love to reveal which saves to the uttermost. 
The first missonary to the Moslems was Raymund 
~ Lull, a wealthy Spanish nobleman who, having wasted 
thirty years of his hfe in frivolity and sensuality, 
found peace at the Cross. Under the power of the 
Crucified he renounced the world, and having provided 
for his family, laid all he possessed at the feet of 
Jesus for mission work. In the full assurance that the 
Gospel could not fail he set his heart on evangelising 
the Mohammedans of North Africa, where to openly 
make a convert to Christianity meant death to the 
missionary. He suffered persecution of every kind, 
was imprisoned, and banished twice from the country, 
but returned, and finally in his eightieth year he was 
stoned to death by the fanatical mob while preaching 
Christ in the market-place. Full of love to Jesus 
he went forth to proclaim His Lord’s redeeming love, 
making the motto of his life these undying words : 


“He who loves not, lives not; 
He who lives by the Life, cannot die.”’ 


Outwardly his noble hfe seemed to end in defeat, 
but in reality it has given through the intervening 
centuries an inspiration to the grand work of missions, 
and its influence will be felt until every follower of 
the false prophet and all adherents of heathen faiths 
accept Jesus as Saviour and crown Him as Lord. 
Towards the carrying of the Gospel to the whole 
world we must accept as axiomatic the absolute 
necessity of every individual disciple taking upon 
himself this responsibility from his ascended Lord 
since the evangelisation of the world along the lines 
K 
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laid down by Christ demands this: “* Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost ” (Matt. xxviii. 19). The early Christian 
Church took up and carried out the Master’s com- 
mission to the letter in the spirit in which it was 
given by carrying the Gospel of redeeming love and 
telling the thrilling story of the Cross to people of . 
every nationality. These heroic souls unconditionally 
accepted their universal responsibility with the firm 
conviction that the Lord who sent them forth, would 
impart the needed strength and grant the promised 
success. It is only as the individual members of 
the Church accept their responsibilities and press 
on in the power of the Spirit that the Cross can triumph 
in the world’s evangelisation. The task of winning 
the world for Christ is undoubtedly a stupendous 
one, but to accomplish this we have the unlimited 
power of the living Saviour and the inexhaustible, 
all-sufficient Gospel of free grace. The need of 
humanity is great, but there are more than ample 
resources in Christ to meet it all. Once a man has 
experienced in his own life the fulness of the Divine 
Salvation it is his duty to do one man’s part to bring 
the Gospel of God’s grace to the whole creation. 
We are responsible for the attempt, God will see to 
the results. John Wesley once declared that if the 
Lord asked him to jump through a stone wall he © 
would jump at it. It was his duty to jump atthe 
wall and it was God’s place to see that he jumped 
throughit. No one can read the book of Acts without 
recognising that the dominant note of its teaching 
is the duty of every church member to be a faithful 
witness for Christ unto the ends of the earth. 

The teaching of the book may be summed up in 
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these words: ‘All were to go, and to go to all.” 
Eudamidas, a citizen of Corinth in poor circumstances, 
willed his family to two rich friends to be cared for by 
them. Christ has bequeathed the world to His 
Church to be won for Him. He expects us to accept 
the legacy and administer the estate with all faithful- 
ness in carrying the light and salvation of the Cross to 
all lands. Shall we be found faithful to our trust 
when called upon to give an account of what has 
been committed to our charge? Now is the time 
to put hand to the work if we are to find a place in 
His Kingdom of glory amongst those who receive 
promotion for faithfulness to duty. Those who 
remain at home are to be quite as earnest and devoted 
in the work as the missionaries that go abroad to 
meet the deep need and satisfy the intense longing 
of human hearts with the salvation of Jesus Christ. 
If the work on the mission field is to issue in glorious 
victories for the Cross, then there must be unfailing 
prayer, genuine consecration, and willing self-sacrifice 
in the homeland on the part of every true Christian. 
Real discipleship has at its very basis a joyful recog- 
nition of Christ’s authority as the glorified Saviour 
Who has all power; in heaven and in earth as well 
as ready submission thereto. The baptism of the 
Cross, the indwelling of the living Christ, the abiding 
presence of the Holy Spirit in fulness of power are 
the necessary requisites for all Christian workers 
wherever labouring for the Master. 

The spiritual equipment of the Church is amply 
sufficient for carrying to a successful issue the winning 
of the world for Jesus, but the great drawback is 
that this is not utilised to the best advantage. There 
can be no such thing as failure or defeat in the enter- 
prise since the resources of heaven are at the command 
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of the workers : moreover they have Christ’s authority 
to go with the good news of salvation to all nations 
with the pledge of His Divine power to give abundant 
success. The objective of Christianity “is nothing 
less than a redeemed humanity, a saved world, a 
glorified planet.”’? Dr. John G. Paton in closing his 
thrilling ‘‘ Autobiography ’’ says: ‘‘Oh that I had 
my life to begin again! I would consecrate it anew 
to Jesus in seeking the conversion of the remaining 
cannibals on the new Hebrides. But since that may 
not be, may He help me to use every moment and every 
power still left to me to carry forward to the uttermost 
that beloved work.’’ This. veteran missionary was 
willing to pass through another life of such peril and 
danger as few men have ever experienced—to take 
all the risks, encounter all the hardships, confront 
all the difficulties, and face every form of dangerif 
thereby he might be privileged to carry the Gospel 
of salvation through Jesus Christ to every inhabitant 
on all the Islands of the New Hebrides. The true 
disciple cannot rest satisfied until the wonderful 
story of the Cross with all its redemptive love and 
Divine condescension has been unfolded to all races, 
kindreds, tongues, and people. 

The continuous yearning of the saved soul for a 
redeemed humanity acts as an impelling force which 
must have an outlet in earnest efforts to win immortal 
souls from their false religions to the faith of Jesus 
that under His blessed influence they may grow to 
maturity in holiness. Once the Cross has brought a 
human soul into spiritual and mystical union with 
Christ the love is so entrancing, the delight so great, 
the companionship so pleasant, the inward satisfaction 
so sweet as to lead to immediate effort towards 
spreading the knowledge of His saving grace every- 
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where. It was this Spirit that animated the early 
Church and sent her members out in all directions 
with the flaming torch of Gospel truth. This eagerness 
and activity had a marvellous effect on the internal life 
of the Church by producing great growth in numbers, 
spirituality, and usefulness. Just as the city grows 
rich by sending its commerce to the ends of the earth, 
so the Church is enriched in the graces of the Spirit 
by taking and planting the Cross in every territory 
the wide world over. Her own life like the fountain 
which unceasingly sends forth its waters to refresh 
mankind, is kept sweet, pure, and wholesome through 
the continuous conveyance of the water of life to 
thirsty souls. In this way the members of the Church 
become a source of enrichment to the world. The 
Church that is not imbued through and through with 
the missionary spirit js in a state of decay and fast 
approaching dissolution. Life, strength, and over- 
coming power are guaranteed only on condition 
that she is diligent and active in carrying out the 
Lord’s command to evangelise the world. The 
Church of Christ, if true to her glorified King, can 
know no relaxation of effort, no weakening of desire, 
no limiting of the field of operations, but must always 
“be mobilized in readiness for action,—more than 
this, always in action,” as the standard of the Cross 
with its inscription ‘“‘ The world for Christ” is borne 
onwards and followed to the uttermost ends of the 
earth. Whether we provide the munitions of war 
at home or go to the front to face the enemy the 
obligation is alike binding. ‘‘ The present problem 
of missions,” says Dr. Stewart, of Lovedale, “is how 
to rouse the Christian Church, ministers, members, 
and adherents to a sense of the magnitude of the 
work on hand, and of the individual responsibility 
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of each and all within the Church in connection there- | 
with. The means by which this better condition of 
the Church for its work abroad may be reached, seem 
to be in the direction of a deepened individual spiritual 
interest in the state of the heathen world.” The 
call of the Cross is a demand for self-sacrifice, loyalty, 
entire consecration, and wholehearted service for 
the glory of His Name and the coming of His Kingdom 
amongst all men. 

Scattered as they were under the stress of perse- 
cution the early Christians went everywhere preaching 
the word, and carrying the good news of salvation 
through the world’s Kedeemer. For them _ to 
recognise their duty was to be up and at it with all 
their consecrated powers with the result that the 
Church was strengthened by the addition of multitudes 
of believing souls. 

That was a memorable day in the history of the 
infant Church when Barnabas and Saul having been 
set apart to the work of evangelising the nations by 
the Church at Antioch, were sent forth by the Holy 
Ghost to claim and win the regions beyond for their 
ascended Lord. A noble far-reaching work was 
sanctioned and undertaken that day under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit—a work which cannot be brought 
to a close until the whole earth bows to the sceptre 
of King Jesus and acknowledges Him as Lord. The | 
Holy Ghost in asking that these two Apostles should 
be separated for the work to which they had been 
divinely appointed thereby points out to the members 
of the Church the pathway along which they are 
required to travel in fulfilling the terms of their Lord’s 
commission. Dr. Pierson has truly said that this 
‘‘ was the signal for the birth hour of foreign missions, 
the true nativity, of which Christ’s Ascension message 
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of ten years before was the annunciation.” These 
first missionaries were sent forth by the Divine Spirit 
to carry the message of the Cross wheresoever He 
would lead them. In this we find the explanation 
of their abundant success in the work, and from this 
we learn the lesson that advance in missionary enter- 
prise can only be achieved when those that engage 
therein are separated unto the work, chosen and sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost as His messengers. 

In order that the voice of the Spirit of God may 
be heard and His leading followed the Church must 
be full of prayer, faith, expectancy, activity, else 
the call will pass unheeded and the beckoning hand 
be disregarded. When in response to the entreaty 
of the Holy Ghost the call of the Cross finds an 
answering note in. our hearts there comes at once 
the opening up of a larger life of usefulness in which 
true consecration and real heroism find a prominent 
place. Jesus always leads the way Himself in every 
work to which we are called, and to be worthy of 
our Leader we must place ourselves entirely at His 
disposal to do with us as He thinks best. The real 
inspiration of all missionary work, the personal 
devotion of the true disciple, the readiness to do the 
Lord’s work in any part of the world are derived from 
the Cross. ‘‘I am a missionary,’ declared David 
Livingstone, “‘heart and soul. God had only one 
Son, and he was a missionary and a physician. A 
poor imitation of Him I am or wish to be. In this 
service I hope to live, and in it I hope to die. It is 
something to be a follower, however feeble, in the 
wake of the great Teacher and only model Missionary 
that ever appeared among men.” It is the man- 
festation of the self-sacrifice and self-renunciation 
of the Cross in the lives of His followers which leads 


152 THE Cross IN HUMAN LIFE 


them to dedicate their lives for the attainment of the 
same high and holy purposes that the son of God 
lived and died to accomplish. The heroic in missions, 
the unselfish, noble, and courageous spirit shown in 
carrying the word of life to all nations, the unwearying 
devotion in face of every difficulty and danger of 
' Christ’s servants can be traced to no other source 
than Calvary. Under the spell of the Cross James 
Chalmers after more than two decades of laborious 
and dangerous missionary work among the savages 
of New Guinea, could say: “ Recall the twenty-one 
years ; give me back all its experiences, give me its 
shipwrecks, give me its standings in the face of death, 
give it me surrounded with savages with spears and 
clubs, give it me back again with spears flying about 
me, with the club knocking me to the ground, give it 
me back, and—I will be your missionary.” In this 
we have a picture of the genuine, unselfish heroism 
which the Cross begets within the man whose life 
is entirely under its sway and who knows from 
personal knowledge of its saving power in the lives 
of the most degraded, that it meets the inmost needs 
of every human being on the face of the earth. 

The children of the Cross have gone forth to proclaim 
remission of sin, full deliverance, and eternal life 
through the Crucified with abundant results. -At 
the same time they have made it clear that the Christian 
religion stands for the brotherhood of all men in a 
common Saviour. “It is the aim of Christianity,” 
declares Max Miiller, ‘‘to blot out the word alien 
and barbarian and put the word brother in its place.” 
Over the whole earth wherever the teaching of Jesus 
has taken root, it has produced genuine affection 
and love one to another. These are the precious 
links of the Gospel chain which is girdling the earth 
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to-day and drawing men the wide world over into a 
closer embrace and sweeter fellowship. 

It is an inspiration to the home Church to realise 
the holy passion for souls begotten at the Cross which 
has been shown on the mission field. These devoted 
servants of God implicitly followed His leading, 
and He in turn bestowed upon them, being found 
faithful, the leadership of His conquering host. Take 
this extract from David Brainerd’s Journal: “ How 
I longed to be with Christ, to be employed in the 
glorious work of angels, and with an angel’s vigour 
and delight, yet how willing was I to stay a while 
on earth, that I might do something if the Lord 
pleased for His interest in the world. My soul, 
my very soul longed for the ingathering of the heathen ; 
I cried to God most willingly and heartily. I could 
not but cry. This was a sweet season; for I had 
some lively taste of heaven, and the temper of mind 
suited in some measure to the employments and 
enjoyments of it... . I longed that the remaining 
part of life might be filled wih more fervency and 
activity in the things of God.” 

What an all-consuming desire to win souls for 
their Lord possessed John Eliot, David Brainerd, 
Wiliam Carey, Adoniram Judson, Robert Morrison, 
Alexander Duff, Robert Moffat, David Livingstone, 
John G. Paton, James Chalmers, and a countless 
host known and unknown to the world, whose names 
are recorded in the Lamb’s book of life, who counted 
no sacrifice too great, no earthly tie. too precious to 
sever, no hardship too severe to undergo in their 
brave efforts to carry the Word of the Cross to the 
most inaccessible places in the world. In addition 
to these worthies, multitudes that could not leave 
the homeland have had a real share in the evangel- 
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isation of the world through earnest, believing prayer 
and generous giving on behalf of mission work. 

The victory of Christ over the forces of evil in 
the world is the sequel to His full conquest of, and 
Lordship in the lives of His professed followers. The 
life that counts with God is the life of entire conse- 
cration and abounding service whether at home or 
abroad, and the Divine arrangement makes it possible 
for those who remain in the home Church to serve 
Him in the missionary cause as well as those on the 
high places of the mission field. The healing of the 
body under medical treatment, and the filling of the 
mind by means of education are not the primary 
objects of mission work, but are used as highways 
to bring souls face to face with Jesus at the Cross, 
How true it is that *“‘ Education without religion is 
the world’s expedient for converting farthings into 
guineas by scouring!’’ The ultimate aim of the 
missionary is to see that souls are being created 
anew in the image of Christ, and towards attaining 
this great end the use of auxiliary means are not 
only necessary, but really demanded in the circum- 
stances of the case. All Christian agencies go towards 
creating a congenial atmosphere in which the individual 
can with greater ease and freedom make a definite 
decision for Jesus Christ. A prominent non-Christian 
Hindu has declared that ‘“ The Spirit of Christianity 
has already pervaded the whole atmosphere of Indian 
society, and we breathe, think, feel, and move ina 
Christian atmosphere. Native society is being roused, 
enlightened, and reformed under the influence of 
Christian education.” : 

China is likewise now breathing the Christian 
atmosphere, and that grand Apostle of the Cross, 
Dr. Griffith John, who knew the land so well, declared 
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some time before his lamented death: ‘‘ Let her (the 
Church) seek a baptism of Divine power and begin 
to work with the very energies of Christ—let her 
do this, and before the close of the second century 
China will have become Christ’s.”’ 

fact which cannot be passed over without notice 
is that even after the true doctrine of the Cross had 
been disinterred and set forth with power at the 
Reformation it required three centuries for the Church 
to really face the problem of carrying the Gospel 
to the whole creation. The dawn of modern missions 
was preceded by a period of spiritual stagnation 
when deism and moderatism played sad havoc with 
the Church, but the remnant of God’s people in 
different lands kept on praying unceasingly with the 
result that the Holy Spirit bestowed a baptism of 
fire. Thus the forces that seemed likely to uproot 
the teaching of the Cross and the Lordship of Christ 
were under the influence of the Spirit’s power’ so 
beaten back that the issue was the furtherance of 
the Kingdom of God both at home and abroad. 
Believing prayer once more prevailed against the deter- 
mined opposition of unbelief, and the Church awoke 
to learn that Christianity was an aggressive, con- 
quering religion which was meant to cover the whole 
earth. The religion of the Cross is the divinely 
appointed religion to meet the needs, satisfy the 
longings, and purify the lives of all men everywhere, 
and there can never be any other since Jesus is the 
only Saviour of the world. 

The fact is indisputable that ‘‘ Modern missions 
came of a symphony of prayer,” and their continued 
development depends more upon the prayers than 
even the gifts of God’s people. The reflex influence 
of missionary labours upon the Church at home in 
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fanning into a flame her dying fires, in quickening her 
into fresh evangelical activity by the records of the 
triumphs of the Cross in heathendom, and in leading her 
onward to attempt and achieve greater things in the 
glorious mission to the world to which she has been 
called is in point of fact incalculable. In spite of all 
our failings and backwardness in the Lord’s service 
the home Church is firmer in her witness, stronger in 
her faith, more courageous a thousandfold in her 
work by reason of her missionary labours. The 
light and love of the Cross shine more brightly in our 
midst to-day because of the efforts that have been 
made to evangelise the world. Inactivity produces 
loss of power and hence decay: activity promotes 
growth which manifests itself in increased efficiency for 
service. The Christian religion is such that in sharing 
its good things with others it grows under our hand. 
What conquests for the Cross have been achieved 
during the past century, and these are but the 
first-ripe sheaves of a glorious world-harvest ! Every 
true disciple of the Master, knowing, as he does, 
that Calvary is the centre of the world’s hope, must 
rejoice at the great works God has wrought in the 
Name of Christ on the mission field. Dr. Leonard, in 
‘“A hundred years of Missions,” points out that 
‘in 1800 three of the six continents were practically 
unknown to Christendom; from the whole of eastern 
Asia with its hundreds of millions, occidentals were 
absolutely excluded by pagan rulers, while from 
India, second only to China for the number of its 
inhabitants, all who would make Christ known were 
shut out by the representatives of a Christian nation. 
. . . Each people, tongue, race, religion, dwelt apart 
from every other. Ignorance, indifference, prejudice 
if not also fear and hatred, combined to make inter 
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course more difficult.” There was then an agony 
of prayer that God would open the closed doors 
of the world and grant favourable conditions for 
the advance of the Cross, and to these earnest, be- 
lieving entreaties He has given a gracious answer. 

The question now is what are we doing to plant the 
Cross on the ramparts of the enemy. Are we as 
followers of Jesus putting heart and soul into the 
effort to displace the trident of the Hindu, the crescent 
of the Mohammedan, and the emblems of all the false 
religions in the world by the Cross with its message 
of healing and life to all? When we are true to the 
essentials of the faith, loyal to the Cross of Christ, 
devoted to Him as our reigning Lord, and energetic 
in evangelising the world, we see the grand creative 
and constructive forces of Christianity working 
_ mInightily through the living Saviour for the redemption 
of humanity. We require greater faith in the power 
of the glorified Christ and His changeless Cross to 
transform human lives of every race under the sun. 
‘What we need,” says Dr. Griffith John, “is implicit 
faith in God, not as a God working independently of 
means, but as a God working in and through means.... 
And this faith in God, as working in and through 
means, is one of the greatest needs of the Church 
everywhere, the world all over. We need the faith 
that will compel us to give to God our very best of 
everything, to be used by Him in the way that seemeth 
best in His sight. This faith in God would secure 
all the men and the means required to carry on the 
missionary enterprise with unflagging energy, and 
signal success.”’ 

The great Missionary Conference has come and gone, 
and up to the present the response has not been such 
as was anticipated in extending operations, but the 
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Church must press on, stirring up her lukewarm 
members at home to real sacrifice for the heathen 
world, and carrying the evangel of the Cross to the 
confines of the earth. One of the most hopeful signs 
in mission work is to be found in the missionary zeal 
and fervour of the great bulk of our students to-day, 
as in the near future they will be a great leavening 
influence both in the Church and in the world. If 
Christians only realised that fully two-thirds of the 
world’s population have yet to be brought into touch 
with the redeeming Cross there would be less apathy, 
indifference, and neglect. 

Count Von Zinzendorf, who afterwards became the 
Apostle of the Moravians, standing and gazing upon 
a picture of the Crucified Saviour, came to know 
through the full surrender of himself to Jesus the 
riches of Divine grace so that he could sum up the 
highest aspiration of his life in terms of love and 
devotion to Christ: “I have but one passion ; it is 
He and He alone.” With entire consecration he 
laid himself and all his wealth upon God’s altar that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ might be brought to all 
men. The Church has received her marching orders 
to make disciples of all nations coupled with the 
assurance from her ascended Lord of His continual 
presence and assistance in this work ‘‘ even unto the 
end of the world.” We shall be unfaithful to our 
calling, disloyal to our King, untrue to our fellow men 
unless under the impulse of the Cross with a firm 
belief in its power to heal the nations we become its 
heralds and missionaries within an area which is 
bounded only by limits of the world. Jesus in all 
His love, power, and willingness to help is with His 
people all the days. Wherever He is proclaimed 
as Saviour of a sinful world there He will be to guide, 
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uphold, inspire, and sustain the messenger of the 
Cross. A Highland chief fell pierced with two bullets in 
the battle of Prestonpans. His life was rapidly ebbing 
away. On the fall of their leader his clansmen took 
to flight, but the brave old warrior rallied them by 
calling out, ‘I am looking at you to see you do your 
duty.”” So Jesus keeps His eye upon us and cheers 
us on to victory, May we by the inspiration of His 
blessed presence, the tenderness of His love, and the 
remembrance of His wonderful work for us press on 
with the Cross in the forefront until the whole world 
crown Him Lord of all. 


“Let none hear you idly saying, 

‘There is nothing I can do,’ 

While the souls of men are dying, 
And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly ; 
Let His work your pleasure be ; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, 
“Here am I; send me, send me.’”’ 


Xx 
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‘““ Whosoever would become great among you shall be your 
minister; and whosoever would be first among you shall be 
servant of all.’,—Our Lorp JEsus CHRIST. 


‘‘ The teaching of Jesus affirms that until industrial life ts 
lifted to the level of a moral opportunity and taken in hand 
as a trust from God, no economic scheme, however promising it 
may be, has the assurance of effectiveness or permanence. .. . 
According to Jesus, the root of the industrial question 1s not in 
conditions butin character... . Socialredemption . . . begins 
in the communication to human lives of the spirit of an active 
fatth.’’—-PEABODY. 


‘« Jesus goes into the domain of labour, and seeks the resetting 
of the velationshtps of master and servant. And by what means 
does He seek it? By seeking the spiritual envichment of both 
master and servant in a common communion with the wealth 
of the blessed Lord. ... By bringing the Cross to the common 
life and letting the wealth of that transcendent sacrifice reveal 
the work of the individual soul.’’—]OwETT. 


“To the Apostle Paul there was nothing more near or dear than 
the thought of the self-sacrifice of his Master in descending into 
the vealm of human life and limitation, and in several passages 
he characteristically urges the Divine example as a pattern 
on the infinite scale of what God expects from men in the finite 
channels of theiy daily duty.’’—GRIFFITH JONES. 


“Individualistic Christianity has almost lost sight of the great 
idea of the Kingdom of God, which was the inspiration and centre 
of the thought of Jesus. Social Christianity would once more enable 
us to understand the purpose and thought of Jesus and take the veil 
from our eyes when we read the synoptic gospels.’,—RAUSCHENBUSCH. 


CHAPTER X 
THE CROSS AND THE SOCIAL QUESTION 


THE applicability of the Cross to our social system 
is beyond question, as nothing in the Universe lies 
outside the sphere of its influence and beyond the 
range of its vitalising energy. The complex social 
problem which confronts us to-day demanding our 
closest attention and claiming our intelligent interest 
can only be solved in the light of, and according to, 
the law of the Cross by its judicious application to 
all the relationships of life. Human souls are trans- 
formed at the Cross to the end that society may be 
renewed and the life of mankind raised to a higher 
level by entering into the full realisation of the brother- 
hood of man through the revelation of the Fatherhood 
of God in Jesus Christ. The Cross reveals the infinite 
worth of the indvidual soul in the sight of God who 
spared not His own Son but gave Him up to the 
death for sinners, and at the same time unfolds the 
value and potentialities of life. The purpose of 
Jesus in coming to the world was to reveal God to 
man, and thus restore him to his rightful place in 
the Universe as a Son of God. It was the impartation 
of the Spirit of Christ to society that paved the way 
for the reception of His teaching on social life. His 
mission was Divine, and consequently He had the 
same authority in the social as in the spiritual 
sphere. The Cross makes for righteousness, purity, 
peace, goodwill amongst all classes of mankind, thus 
163 
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it sweetens, hallows, and gladdens the whole face of 
humanity. The writer has pointed out in “The 
Cross in Holy Scripture’”’ that ‘‘ The dynamic needed | 
to redeem and uplift humanity issues from the Cross. 
The power to change the individual, to mould society, 
to remodel the state, and to create a new heaven 
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, 
is lodged in the Cross. . . . All individual betterment, 
society renewal, state reform and world movements 
find their inspiration in the Cross.” 

Our Lord knew well that society could never reach 
a higher state of moral perfection than the persons 
that compose it : hence He went to the Cross that the 
individual soul might be emancipated from the 
bondage of sin, receive power through the infusion 
of His risen life, and go forth as a religious and social 
force to permeate society with the Master’s Spirit. 
Christ’s aim in carrying out His saving work was to 
bring spiritual influences and forces to bear upon 
man in all his faculties of soul and body so that with 
his whole being consecrated to the service of God he 
might work in all love for the happiness, peace, and 
contentment of his fellow-men in this life, and their 
eternal welfare in the life to come. 

To deal with the economic problem apart from the 
spiritual regeneration of humanity is as futile as to try 
to set right disorganised machinery by the application 
of a coat of paint, or to turn a table of ordinary wood 
into mahogany by veneering it. With Christ the 
spiritual always comes first because He knows that 
the problems of life can only be solved when the 
individual has entered into a right relationship with 
God. This is clear from His own words: ‘Seek 
ye first His Kingdom, and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. vi. 
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33). “To Jesus,” says Dr. Clow, ‘“‘ human life is a 
spiritual thing with a spiritual object and issue. 
Human life is not concerned only with things here 
and now. Things here and now are of the first 
importance, but that importance can only be estimated, 
and a man’s dealing with them declared, as they are 
viewed in the light of their spiritual worth and purpose 
and issue. To put this truth simply, the supreme 
care of Christ was for the soul or the spiritual nature. 
All questions of poverty and wealth, of labour and 
capital, of comfort and hardship, were viewed with 
regard to their effect on spiritual well being.” 

The answering devotion of that pure and holy 
life, the great surrender of Calvary should lead us 
to seek the welfare of every human being at whatever 
cost. ‘“*‘ Hereby know we love, because He laid down 
His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren” (1 John iii. 16). It is not sufficient 
to accept the revelation which God has given of 
Himself and His own Son, to enter into fellowship 
with Him through faith in Christ and His atoning 
sacrifice, to express our faith in membership of the 
Church, but He demands that His followers should 
by holy lives make the influence of the Christian faith 
felt everywhere with the definite purpose of having 
the world transformed after the mind of Christ. Under 
the inspiration of the overmastering passion of the 
Cross which should possess every true Christian, men 
are found willing to work not only for the salvation of 
the individual, but for the regeneration and renewal 
of society, and the human race. All noble thoughts, 
holy purposes, loving and unselfish efforts for the 
welfare of mankind are drawn from Him Who was 
crucified at Calvary, but who, having been raised 
up to life and dominion, lives for evermore to trans- 
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form individual character and work for the spiritual 
and economic well-being of the race. 

For this purpose He established among men a new 
sphere of influence which He distinguished from the 
dominions of earth by giving it the uncommon name 
of the Kingdom of God. This organisation is Divine 
in its conception, spiritual in its essence, moral in 
its working, wide in its scope, and destined one day to 
embrace all the nations of the earth. We must 
guard against making the mistake which so many 
have made, of regarding the Church and the Kingdom 
as identical, and as a consequence confining the 
operations of the latter in the world to the work of 
the former. This is a sad narrowing of Christ’s 
conception of the Kingdom of God which is not circum- 
scribed in its beneficent work for humanity by the 
efforts of any single organisation, but makes use of 
all its forces in seeking to bring into existence a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Jesus founded 
and endued the Church with Divine power for the 
purpose of spiritualising the Kingdom in all its parts 
and building it up in the world. The Church is not 
co-extensive with the Kingdom, but is comprehended 
in it, and is set to guard, explain, and advance through 
the ministrations of her members this ideal society 
which the Master founded. It is failure to recognise 
this distinction which is the cause of so much fault- 
finding with the Church. If men simply remembered 
that the Church is only one of many forces—each 
having its own sphere of activity and duty to perform— 
included in the Kingdom of God we should at once 
take a great step towards the practical solution of the 
urgent spiritual and social problems of our age. Since 
this Kingdom owes its origin to Christ and has as its 
foundation His redemptive work it is meant to 
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leaven the whole earth with His Spirit and promote 
the cause of righteousness and brotherhood every- 
where. It is thus a spiritual sphere in which righteous- 
ness predominates, a social order of which brotherhood 
is the distinctive and characteristic feature. Its 
primary purpose is to place the individual in a proper 
relation to God, end flowing from this to form a 
new bond of attachment between all men. 

On the mission field to-day we have the most 
convincing testimony to the power of the Church for 
improving the social condition of the people. No one 
can for a single moment call in question the mighty, 
uplifting force which the Church through the mission- 
aries of the Cross is exercising upon the social life of 
heathendom by leavening all around with the lofty 
ideals and noble thoughts of Jesus. The Churchin the 
home lands could learn many useful and advantageous 
lessons for more efficient service in the social sphere 
from her distant outposts. The redemption of society 
is only possible through the salvation of the individuals 
that compose it, and the best proof that the individual 
has undergone the change of heart and life is the 
manifestation of love to his fellow-men. ‘“‘ By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another ”’ (John xii. 35). Faith in 
Christ in active operation as the key which opens 
the door into the Kingdom of God must show itself 
in love to one another as well as in unselfish efforts 
for the salvation and well-being of all men. In this 
way the living, working faith which Jesus bestows, 
produces both spiritual redemption and _ social 
regeneration. General philanthropy is-not sufficient 
to bring us up to the standard of His requirements : 
there must be positive love, genuine affection towards 
brethren of the same spiritual family, and for His 
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sake a heart of love which goes out in compassion to 
seek and to save the lost. It is only at the Cross 
from whence all spiritual forces radiate, that such 
noble feelings and enduring love can be begotten 
within a human soul. The Kingdom of God is not 
an institution like the Church, but a great spiritual 
and moral force embodying vital, eternal principles, 
and is therefore not subject to fluctuation in its 
working which is a continuous leavening of mankind 
with the spirit of Christ. The dynamic of the Cross 
has proved its efficiency down through the centuries 
to advance in face of every opposition the interests 
of the Kingdom in the world, and to promote its 
growth amongst men of different races, ideals, and 
ranks of life. In view of the world forces at work 
to-day and the large problems pressing for solution 
it is absolutely necessary for us not only to grasp with 
a tenacious hold, but to emphasise most carefully 
the fact that Christianity in contradistinction to all 
other faiths is a world religion, and therefore sufficient, 
because it deals effectually with sin, for the world’s 
salvation, capable of solving all its pressing problems, 
able to throw fresh light on every one of its perplexities, 
powerful enough to recreate men, after the likeness 
of Christ, and inspire them with His ideals of service. 
The Christian religion with the Cross at its heart 
is suited to the spiritual and social needs of the Orient 
as well as the Occident ; it has the power to bless 
lives individually in India or China as in Britain, 
to solve social problems in foreign lands as at home ; 
in short it is suited in every way to renew the individual, 
renovate society, remodel the state, thus producing 
a new earth in every respect. It is this confidence in, 
and assurance of, its power, suitability, and adaptability 
for men and nations the wide world over which impel 
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Christians to carry the standard of the Cross to its 
remotest bounds that by the experience of its saving 
energy in soul and body, in society and the state, 
the earth may be made purer, brighter, happier, 
under the blessed sway of King Jesus. 

In the very forefront of every movement for the 
uplifting, strengthening and comforting of humanity 
both in bestowing peace of soul and promoting the 
well-being of the body stands Jesus, the Crucified of 
Calvary, but now the reigning Christ as the moral 
and spiritual Leader of the world. ‘‘ The supreme 
concern of Jesus throughout His ministry,” declares 
Professor Peabody, “‘ was,—it may be unhesitatingly 
asserted—not the reorganisation of human society, 
but the disclosure to the human soul of its relation 
to God. Jesus was, first of all, not a reformer but a 
revealer; He was not primarily an agitator with a 
plan, but an idealist with a vision. His mission 
was religious. . . . His religious mission created His 
social authority.’ It therefore follows that the 
presence of Christ in His Church constitutes her the 
leader in every movement for the salvation of the 
individual, the redemption of society, and the trans- 
formation of the state. In giving careful attention to 
carry out faithfully the important and comprehensive 
duties assigned her the Church is but preparing the 
way for the redemption of the whole creation when 
Jesus shall be acknowledged as Lord by all. Amidst 
every seeming drawback we can look forward hope- 
fully to the final triumph of Christ over all evil with 
the assurance that we shall also share in that victory 
through our personal union with Him as our risen, 
glorified Redeemer. 

The Cross in dealing with the fact of sin and over- 
coming it has thus in view the full salvation of the 
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whole man together with the complete redemption of 
humanity which it has the power to accomplish. God 
through the saving work of Christ contemplates 
nothing less than the spiritual renewal of the human 
race, and we are simply moving along the lines of His 
gracious designs towards the sons of men when we keep 
this fact prominent in every presentation of Christian 
truth. It is the duty of Christians whatever may 
be the prevailing conditions, in dealing with social 
reform to keep the doctrine of the Cross that it is 
nobler to serve than to be served, better to bestow 
than to receive, grander to seek the welfare of others 
than secure our own personal advantage, in the very 
forefront. The Gospel is meant to touch and influence 
life at every conceivable point, to promote the well- 
being of the whole man, to make for happiness, peace, 
comfort, and security here as well as hereafter. It 
achieves this gracious result because it brings to every 
believing soul real and everlasting redemption from 
the curse, the power, the defilement of sin. It should 
be carefully noted in this connection that through 
spiritual regeneration the social element is likewise 
transformed, but the reverse does not hold good, 
as no change in social conditions can renew the 
spiritual side of human nature. To have abiding 
results in the life, to face temptation and trial success- 
fully, to rise superior to environment however 
depressing it may be, to take the most and best out 
of life, we require to experience the power of the 
Cross to make us a new creation in Jesus Christ. 
“To stand the test,’’ says Bishop Gore, “‘ and carry 
our moral being through it all to victory—that is 
the one thing that matters ; and to make this possible 
there is one sovereign expedient—that is thorough and 
whole-hearted conversion of our will, our intellect, 
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our affection, to Christ and His Word.” Those who 
make this surrender to Jesus and come under His 
dominion have their lives ordered according to the 
great laws of the Cross which are designed to regulate 
both the spiritual and social aspects of life. Once an 
entrance is obtained into the Kingdom of God through 
faith in the Saviour we realise that God’s purpose is to 
have a redeemed world embraced in His Kingdom 
so that His holy will may be supreme in earth as it 
is in heaven. This was the thought in our Lord’s 
mind, the ideal He had before Him, when He taught 
us to pray: ‘‘ Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.” In the light of the revelation of God in 
Christ the Christian cannot do other than devote 
his very best thought and energies to the spiritual 
elevation of the world by so exhibiting to men the 
grace of God in his life that it lights up the path 
wherein they journey to the city of God. The highest 
aim of every believer should be in the light of Jesus 
to reveal the Father to men in entire consecration 
of heart and life to His service ; in this way not only 
would the individual soul have further communications 
of saving grace and development of spiritual life, but 
others would be led to realise the boundless possi- 
bilities which are unfolded to a human soul in the 
vision of God which reveals life as comprehended in 
obedience to God’s will. It is only when we take our 
stand at Calvary in the light of that incomprehensible, 
unparalleled act of self-sacrifice that we really recognise 
the weighty claims our fellow-men have upon us. 
We dare not overlook the social significance of the 
Cross any more than its saving power, as to do this 
would be to rob it of one of its distinctive features. 
In showing us that Christ, the Brother-Man, suffered 
even unto death for the world’s salvation it proclaims 
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the duty of all that have felt its saving influence in 
their lives to give themselves with earnestness to 
unselfish efforts for the benefit of humanity. In 
conjunction with its proclamation that “‘ apart from 
shedding of blood there is no remission”’ (Heb. ix. 22), it 
sets forth the duty ofspending ourselves for the good of 
others if we are to enter fully into the Spirit of Jesus 
and perpetuate His blessed life in the world. It makes 
abundantly clear that those alone who drink His 
cup and are baptized with His baptism, who, in 
other words, devote themselves in His sacrificial 
spirit for the redemption and emancipation of humanity 
are considered worthy of position in His Kingdom. 
“If we Christians,” says Sir W. Robertson Nicoll, 
“had full faith in the Cross, we should grow eager to 
enter into fellowship with that Divine life of sacrifice 
which the Cross reveals. That is to say, wherever 
there was pain to endure on account of men’s sins, 
we should press forward to share it. And in such 
fellowship we should know that Christ is most truly 
living in us, and we are most truly living in Him. 
The doctrine of redemption involves no less than 
this, and demands no less.”’ 

We learn at the Cross the laws which must govern 
our social life, and according to which our economic 
problems must be solved if righteousness, justice, 
and brotherhood are to prevail. As we behold Jesus 
giving Himself up to the death on the accursed tree 
we gather that the great outstanding characteristic 
of the Cross is love which went to the lowest depths 
to save. Love should thus be the predominant 
factor in our lives and the law by which they are 
governed. St. Paul had come to a full recognition 
of this truth when he declared :—‘‘ If I bestow all> 
my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be 
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burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing ”’ 
(r Cor. xiii. 3). Christ so loved the world that He 
gave Himself to redeem it; He sought the return 
of the wandering sons of men with such ardent desire 
that He yielded up His precious life to bring them 
back to their Father. God’s infinite heart of love 
poured itself out in the most costly sacrificial gift 
for man’s salvation, and still further, as if to prove 
for evermore the depth and intensity of His love, 
He went out in the Person of Jesus Christ with the 
avowed object of reconciling the world unto Himself. 
Thus Calvary bears the message from the heavens 
of the length, breadth, height and depth of the Divine 
love, and the Cross is the manifestation of such a 
wondrous display of that love as men had never 
previously realised and have been trying ever since 
to fathom. The law by which the lives of those who 
have entered the Kingdom of God are to be regulated, 
is the law of love. Jesus says: ‘“ This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another, even as I have 
loved you”’ (John xv. 12). Our love to mankind is to 
be measured by Christ’s love to us: our readiness to 
help others is to be tested by the standard of His — 
willingness to die for us; our eagerness to carry out 
His commandsis to have as its pattern His holy zeal to 
perform the will of God in every particular, and our 
obedience is to be modelled after the example of that 
life of perfect obedience. From the manifestation of 
His love at the Cross we learn that He loved us even 
more than He loved Himself as is evident from the sur- 
render of His life on our behalf in order torestore us to 
our rightful placein the Universe as redeemed children 
of God. Nohostile force deflected that boundless love 
from the fixed purpose of restoring to the Father His 
lost children ; no opposing barrier could obstruct its 
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onward march for the salvation of immortal souls, 
not even death itself could overcome it, as through 
death it won its most glorious triumph. Here is a 
love that regarded no work too laborious, no shame too 
great, no depth of degradation beyond its range, 
in carrying out the eternal purpose of Ged for the 
redemption of the race. We have but to abide at 
the Cross, to come under its spell and fascination, 
in order to realise the full scope of the depth, intensity, 
and comprehensiveness of the love wherewith the 
Son of God loved us in giving Himself up to the death 
for our salvation. 

The presence of the Divine love as a controlling 
power in the life will manifest itself in sacrifice for 
the good of others along the lines which Jesus 
exemplified on the Cross. “Every act of man,” 
says James A. Froude, ‘ which can be called good 
is an act of sacrifice, an act which the doer of it would 
have left undone had he not preferred some other 
person’s benefit to his own, or the excellence of the 
work on which he was engaged to his personal pleasure 
or convenience. . . . Sacrifice is the first element of 
religion, and resolves itself in theological language 
into the love of God.” Love of the brethren pouring 
out its precious treasure in sacrificial offerings to give 
heart and hope to other lives is. the characteristic 
which distinguishes the true follower of Christ from 
those that do not belong to Him. If we are lacking 
in this grace, then it is quite plain that we have fallen 
far short of what the Master demands and expects 
from us. ‘‘ Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his Cross and follow me” (Matt. xvi. 24). 
In the very act of joining the ranks of Christ’s disciples 
there must be the taking of the Cross, the death to 
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self in order that the life may be entirely devoted to 
God in the service of humanity. The Cross inculcates 
the duty of sacrifice, not for the gratification of some 
selfish fancy, but for the spiritual and social good of 
others—enlargement of soul, peace of heart, and 
raising the whole man to a nobler life. Love for 
others is the inspiration of all true Christian sacrifice, 
the basis of every genuine unselfish action, the driving 
force within which gives us power to continue the 
sacrificial life of Christ in the world. 

“Give me a heart that beats 

In all its pulses with the common heart 


Of human kind, which the same things make glad, 
The same make sorry.’’ 


The Cross teaches us also the law of service. Jesus 
spent His whole life which He crowned by His sacrificial 
death for the world’s salvation, in the service of 
humanity. ‘The Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many” (Mark x. 45). The chief 
end of His coming to earth was to serve mankind, - 
even though it required Him to undergo the agony 
of Gethsemane, the cruel, shameful death of 
Calvary. He drank to the last drop the cup which 
the Father put into His hand. He submitted to the 
baptism wherewith He was to be baptized with the 
object of serving humanity in the highest and best 
- sense by restoring the sons of men to God’s favour 
through putting away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto 
death even the death of the Cross in giving Himself a 
ransom for many, and, therefore, He has both the 
authority and ability to help every needy soul which 
He is always eager to do. In like manner we are 
called upon as His followers to exhibit the Spirit of 
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Christ in readiness to help wherever another’s need 
demands it, and the measure of the need is to be the 
measure of our response in unselfish, whole-hearted 
service for the Master’s sake. We are called in the 
name of Christ to make fruitful with crops of 
righteousness and holiness earth’s desert places, to bring 
the bread and water of life to starving, thirsty souls, to 
convey the light of Jesus to blind eyes, His power to sub- 
due stubborn wills, and His peace to calm troubled 
hearts, to care for the bodily health, comfort, and 
happiness of others, to speak kind words and perform 
loving deeds for the brightening of human lives, and 
to sow the seed of the Kingdom of God so that the 
earth may rejoice and blossom as the rose. “I 
was eyes to the blind,” declares Job, “‘and feet was 
I to the lame. I was a father to the needy: and 
the cause of him that I knew not I searched out ”’ 
(Job xxix. 15, 16). Such an active life of service 
is not only well-pleasing to Christ, but is sure to 
bring to the worker the sweet vision of His Redeemer. 
Dr. Henry Van Dyke in his poem, “ The Toiling of 
Felix,’’ shows us that so long as Felix led the solitary 
life of the ascetic all his fasting, and praying, and 
longing were in vain, but once he realised what the 
Master wished him to do and gave himself whole- 
heartedly to the service of God in helping his fellow- 
men, he had an entrancing vision of Christ Who thus 
addressed him :— 


“They who tread the path of labour follow where my feet 
have trod ; 
They who work without complaining, do the holy will of 
God.”’ 


The selfish life of ease and indolence is to be laid 
aside and the Divine life of -loving, self-sacrificing 
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service to be lived for the glory of God and the salvation 
of men. Our position in heaven is fixed according 
to the degree of faithfulness in our Lord’s service on 
earth. We shall be rewarded in proportion to our 
_ unselfish service to Christ in the person of His poor, 
struggling, suffering servants. ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, 
ye did it unto me” (Matt. xxv. 40). At the same 
time He regards the non-fulfilment of these social 
duties as sufficient ground for condemnation at the 
Day of Judgment. ‘‘Inasmuch as ye did it not 
unto one of these least, ye did it not unto me” 
(Matt. xxv. 45). 

The Cross also inculcates the duty of brotherhood. 
At Calvary, Jesus, the Brother-Man, enforces with 
wondrous majesty His teaching on brotherly love, 
and by laying down His life in holy love for those 
whose nature He assumed at His Incarnation He 
has established the brotherhood of man for all time. 
The recognition of this common bond of brotherhood 
was most manifest in the early Church which, under 
the spell of the Master’s teaching and example, strove 
to regulate their individual and Church life according 
to His ideas. “‘ The Kingdom of God,” says Professor 
Peabody, “according to Jesus, is to be found in 
the gradually realised, and finally perfected brother- 
hood of man.” Failure to carry this spirit into every 
relation of life on the part of any professing Christian 
is not only to deny the Master’s teaching, but to make 
light of His Cross. He made Himself of no reputation, 
took upon Him the form of a servant, was made in 
the likeness of man, and stooped to the death of the 
Cross that He might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify us unto Himself a people for His own 
possession. In this grand and glorious work for 
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the world’s redemption we behold Him as the Son 
of God revealing the Divine Fatherhood, and as the 
Son of Man unfolding human brotherhood. Thus 
in the light of the Fatherhood of God we come to the 
knowledge of the brotherhood of man, and it is only 
by the realisation of the former that the latter becomes 
possible. The aim of Jesus in all He did and suffered 
was the building of character, the making of men. 
If we are to carry on His work in the world it must be 
done as He performed it along the lines of loving, 
sacrificial service in the spirit of brotherly love, 
tenderness, and compassion. In this way shall we 
sow the seeds of a rich harvest for God. “ Our 
business,’’ says Dr. Parker, “‘is not to build quickly, 
but to build upon a right foundation and in a right 
spirit. Life is more than a mere competition as 
between man and man; it is not who can be done 
first, but who can work best; it is not who can rise 
in the shortest time, but whois working most patiently 
and lovingly in accordance with the designs of God.” 

It is not sufficient as many to-day are trying to do, 
to take the teaching of Christ apart from the Cross 
as the basis of their social system. They are willing 
to receive Him as Teacher, but refuse to accept Him as 
Saviour and submit to Him as Lord, forgetting that 
without the inspiration and power of the Cross it is for 
ever impossible to carry out the precepts of the sermon 
on the Mount. We positively cannot have a social 
Gospel which takes account of Christ’s teaching 
and excludes His saving work. He is not only the 
Divine Teacher to instruct and guide us, but He is 
also the Divine Redeemer to convey to our lives the 
dynamic which enables us to follow His instructions 
and directions, thus elevating our lives and through 
us raising other lives to a higher plane of living. 
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Every movement for the welfare and uplifting of 
humanity must have the Cross at its centre, as it is 
only when men’s lives are influenced by the glorious 
Gospel of redeeming grace that real lasting social good 
flows to them. Christ alone meets the spiritual 
and social needs of mankind, and it is by the laws 
of the Cross that we must be guided in both spheres. 
Just as a personal experience of the power of the 
living Christ is absolutely necessary for the develop- 
ment of a human soul, so every social movement 
must be guided from the same source. Jesus deals 
with the relationship of man to God by changing 
the old relation of estrangement into that of love, 
trust, and perfect confidence, and by doing this He 
has made it possible to have proper relations established 
between man and man. The conditions which He 
has laid down to govern human relationships are not 
for any single age, but for all time, and they are to 
be interpreted in the light of the Cross as well as in 
that of His teaching and life. “Christ,” says Dr. 
Josiah Strong, “ would still seek the lost, but He 
must do it now on our feet ; He would still minister, 
but He must do it with our hands. He would 
still warn and comfort and encourage and instruct, 
but He must do it with our lips. If we refuse to 
perform these offices for Him, what right have we to 
call ourselves members of His body in vital union 
with Him.” Jesus Christ is the final authority in 
the solution of our social problems, the only reliable 
guide in all our social movements, the sole interpreter 
of our duty both to God and man. In Him is the 
Divine power, the redeeming grace to quicken and 
renew the spiritual life which is always the precursor 
of social betterment. To Him we turn, in Him we 
hope, through Him we expect the advent of the new 
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earth of righteousness, peace, and social well-being 
because He has paved the way for this in putting 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself on the Cross. 
As our Lord asks us to work for this glorious con- 
summation the words of John Greenleaf Whittier come 
to us with a distinct message : 


‘Thine to work as well as pray, 
Clearing thorny wrongs away ; 
Plucking up the weeds of sin, 
Letting heaven’s warm sunshine in.” 


XI 


THE CROSS AND IMMORTALITY 


“ Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
—OuvurR Lorp JrEsus CHRIST. 


“ Christ in you, the hope of glory.’’—StT. PAUvL. 


“We ave like to Him with whom there is no past and future, 
when we live with large, bright spiritual eyes, doing our work 
in the great present, leaving both past and future to Him to 
whom they are ever present, and fearing nothing because He is 
in our future as much as He is in our past—partakers thus of 
the Divine nature, vesting in that perfect All in All.” 

—GEORGE MAcDONALD. 


‘Immortality ts the persistence of the essential and the real : 
it applies to things which the Universe has gained—things which, 
once acquired, cannot be let go. It 1s an example of the con- 
servation of Value.’’—S1IR OLIVER LODGE. 


‘As the chrysalis bursts open, and the covering which confines 
the perfected insect 1s dropped, that he may come out into the 
brighiness of form and largeness of life, so this body is but a 
chrysalis, and when we break through tt, we vise on wings by 
the attraction of God, and by the propulsion of our inevitable 
desive and need, and are forever with the Lord.’’—H.W. BEECHER. 


‘Immortality is the glorious discovery of Christianity.” 
| —CHANNING. 


‘‘Others mistrust and say, ‘ But time escapes ! 
Live now or never!’ 
He said, ‘ What’s time ? Leave now for dogs and apes ! 
Man has forever.’ ”’ 
—BROWNING 


CHAPTER XI 
THE CROSS AND IMMORTALITY 


THAT direct and most momentous statement of Jesus : 
“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth on Me, though he die, yet shall he live: 
and whosoever liveth and believeth on Me shall never 
die’ (John xi. 25, 26), has dried more tears, healed 
more broken hearts, filled more lives with hope, 
and given comfort to more souls in their darkest 
hours of sorrow than all the proofs of immortality 
offered by the world’s greatest thinkers throughout 
its whole history. There has been a touch of 
artificiality about all such proofs which, though they 
might convince the intellect to a greater or less extent, 
yet failed to appeal to the human heart. In the 
region of speculation faith reaches famishing point 
as it can find nothing in that far country to satisfy 
its immortal longings and yearns for the spiritual 
food of the Father’s house. It is the fact that these 
words of Christ come to the human soul with the 
force of reality which gives them an answering note 
in the heart, and enables faith to pass triumphantly 
within the veil in the full assurance of an eternal 
individual existence of growth, power, and usefulness. 
This statement has banished black thoughts, given hope 
to the despairing, cheered the wearied and sorrowful, 
brought peace to the disconsolate, and caused the 
darkness of midnight to emerge into the bright dawn of 
a pleasant morning in which time is seen to be tinged 
with the hues of eternity so that even now the believer 
183 
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lives in the light of the eternities. St. Paul fully re- 
cognised this when he wrote: “Our Saviour Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life andincor- 
ruption to light through the Gospel” (2 Tim. 1. 10). 
George MacDonald had grasped its meaning when he 
wrote: “I came from God, and I’m going back to 
God, and I won’t have any gaps of deathin the middle 
of my life.”’ 

The doctrine of immortality undoubtedly was 
present in the Old Testament, but at best it had a 
certain degree of obscurity about it which Jesus 
removed by revealing it in the light of His own Person 
and redemptive work on behalfof men. The revelation 
of God as a King in the theocratic rule of the Old 
Testament could not possibly unfold the future life 
in the clear and distinct way Jesus did in revealing 
Him as a loving Father. Indeed the tendency of the 
former was rather to lead to a certain amount of 
satisfaction in the enjoyment of His rule on earth, 
whilst the latter tended to fix men’s thoughts on the 
eternal home in their Father’s house in heaven. In 
the Old Testament at times the intervening cloud 
withdraws for a little to allow the sun to shine forth 
though not in full splendour, and at such times out of 
the gloomy surroundings we hear voices giving ex- 
pression to the hope after death of .a future life with 
God. A notable feature in this connection is that 
in proportion as the worth of the individual came to 
be recognised, the hope of immortality brightened 
and the doctrine advanced. The idea of individual 
immortality is much more prominent in later than in 
earlier Old Testament history with the result that 
before its close we find a remarkable development 
of the doctrine, as in Daniel where the resurrection 
of individuals is directly spoken of, 
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All the same at the coming of Christ the great fact 
of immortality needed to be brought clearly to light, 
and in Him what was but a star in the Old Testament 
sky becomes the glorious sun in the New. Lord 
Macaulay has truly said that the crowning glory of 
Christianity ‘“‘is that it has wiped the tears from 
eyes which had failed with wakefulness and sorrow, 
lent celestial visions to those dwelling under thatched 
roofs, and shed victorious tranquility upon those 
who have seen the shades of death closing around 
them,”’ 

It is in the light which Christ has brought to our 
world that the worth of the individual which had 
not hitherto been appraised at its proper value, came 
to be fully recognised. It is only when the individuality 
of a man is regarded as of real value that everything 
relating to him becomes of the utmost importance. 
Once a man estimates himself at his true worth in 
the sight of God the most pressing questions he is 
called upon to answer relate to his future state. 
Am I to be like a passing star to shine for a little 
and then be gone for ever, or am I destined to continue 
.the one indestructible work of God’s hands amid the 
crash of worlds ? From whence have I come, whither 
am I going? Is death to end all life, shatter all 
hopes, quell all fears, or is there a life beyond where the 
inequalities of earth will be amended, and what is now 
veiled from human eyes seen in God’s perfect light ? 
Am I sailing on the sea of life without a fixed landing 
port, or is my destination the harbour of the New 
Jerusalem ? Such questions as these present them- 
selves to the mind for solution because in the light of 
Christ man has come to recognise the worth of his own 
individuality and his value as a being made in the 
image of God. The recognition of the worth of the 
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individual les at the foundation of Tennyson’s 
lines :— 
“My own dim life should teach me this, 
That life shall live for evermore, 
Else earth is darkness at the core, 
And dust and ashes all that is.”’ 

In his desire for ight and guidance man turns to 
science in vain, as it has really no coherent opinion to 
offer on the subject. Undoubtedly a few scientific men 
of whom the most outstanding is Sir Oliver Lodge 
who declares that he is “‘ convinced of the persistence 
of human existence beyond bodily death,” have been 
studying the subject of the future life and have reached 
the conviction that there is continued existence alter 
death, but these do not express the voice of science 
as a whole. We rejoice, however, that their earnest 
search after truth in their own peculiar sphere is 
overthrowing materialism with its crude and paltry 
conceptions both of this life and the life to come. 
The time when it was the order of the day to denounce 
as unscientific and irrational the belief in the resur- 
rection of the body and the life everlasting has 
practically passed, and to-day no leading scientist 
ventures to pronounce against a life hereafter. Sir 
Oliver Lodge in ‘“‘ Life and Matter,” refers to Haeckel 
who entirely rejects the doctrine of immortality as 
‘a surviving voice from the middle of the nineteenth 
century ...so that by this time Professor Haeckel’s 
voice is as the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
not as a pioneer or vanguard of an advancing army, 
but as the despairing shout of a standard-bearer, 
still bold and unflinching, but abandoned by the 
retreating ranks of his comrades as they march to 
new orders in a fresh and more idealistic direction.” 
Science no longer denounces the doctrine of a future 
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life as unworthy of acceptance, but simply states that 
it has nothing to say on the matter either in the way 
of confirmation or denial. This comes out very 
clearly in a communication which the writer had 
recently from Sir Oliver Lodge in which this great 
and world-famed scientist says: ‘“‘I do not think 
one can say or ought to say that ‘science’ in the 
abstract has at present any collective message. It 
can hardly yet be said to have begun to realise that 
it has the means of examining the question. A few 
scientific men have been conducting the enquiry for 
a good many years now, but that does not invest them 
with collective authority. Nor do I suppose that 
anything that can be likened to an orthodox body of 
doctrine will ever be issued on the subject.” In 
face of this authoritative statement it is utterly useless 
to tap the fountains of science in the hope of obtaining 
a refreshing draught for the soul to nourish its faith 
in the life to come. It seems to us that the real 
reason why science maintains silence on the future life 
is to be found in the fact that it has no knowledge 
thereof, and no means at its disposal for obtaining 
the smallest information on the hereafter. Professor 
Osler really admits this when he says: “Of things 
that are unseen, science knows nothing, and has at 
present no means of knowing anything.” The failure 
of science to grapple with this momentous subject is 
due to limitation of vision which arises from the 
absence of faith that lays hold on the unseen and 
eternal. Immortality is beyond the range of all 
who refuse or neglect to use the telescope of faith. 
However, the statement of Professor McKendrick 
that amongst scientific men “if anything, there is 
an underlying feeling of regret that one cannot adopt 
beliefs that seem so helpful for time and so hopeful 
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for eternity ’’ encourages the hope that the tendency 
of scientific thought is drawing—it may be un- 
consciously—towards the acceptance of the doctrine 
of immortality although for the present taken as a 
whole it adopts the agnostic attitude. Herbert 
Spencer in his day gave us the final word of philosophy 
that on the evidence offered it can neither prove nor 
disprove the doctrine of immortality, but Professor 
William James goes a step further in maintaining 
that death is not the end of all, and Bergson admits 
that in the case of man consciousness does not cease 
at death, that immortality is a probability. However 
philosophy like science has no collective message on 
the future life, and from our questioning of them 
we come away wholly unsatisfied, but we are neither 
cast down nor dismayed. 

When we turn to the Divine revelation which has 
been made through Jesus Christ we find that the 
eternal future is made by Him radiant with lght, 
and everlasting life assured to all who believe in His 
Name since He has the words of eternal life. There 
is no need to grope our way through the dim, un- 
trustworthy light of speculation, as in the brightness 
of that risen, glorified life which streams to us by 
way of the Cross and the throne we can rejoice with 
exceeding great joy in prospect of the glory that is 
yet to be revealed. Dr. Salmond pertinently declares 
that Christianity “‘ has-translated a guess, a dream, 
a longing, a probability into a certainty. It has done 
this by interpreting us to ourselves, and confirming 
the voice of prophecy within us... Because Christianity 
has found a new basis for the hope of immortality 
in the fact of Christ’s resurrection, and a new centre 
for it in the personal experience of a new life which is 
prophetic of its own immortality, there is a certainty 
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in the Christian hope which distinguishes it from every 
other hope.” 

Whilst it is through Christ’s redemptive work 
sealed as it was by His resurrection and ascension 
to heaven that the final assurance of immortality 
has been given, at the same time we should not forget 
that His teaching concerning the coming Judgment 
when God would deal with every one according to 
the deeds done in the body whether good or evil 
had the effect of leading men to think seriously of, 
and make preparation for, the life to come. This 
became manifest in the avoidance of the prevailing 
sins and vices of the age and the earnest search after 
purity and holiness of life. Thus His teaching gave 
a deeper significance to the prevalent idea of immor- 
tality which was brought to perfection and made 
an assured fact by His glorious triumph in His Death- 
Resurrection over the malignant forces that sought 
to centre hope on this life alone. The fixed assurance 
of a life with God for evermore comes to the believer 
through his personal union with the risen Lord, and 
this intimate relationship is only possible through the 
Cross which purgeth from all sin. ‘‘ From Christ’s 
grave,’ declares Harnack, ‘“‘has sprung the indes- 
tructible faith in the overthrow of death and in eternal 
life.” The inspiration of Christian hope in the believer 
is derived from the fact that Jesus, the Son of God, 
wearing our human nature has passed through the 
grave in an immortal way as the firstfruits of them 
that sleep. We find in this well attested fact a safe 
harbour in which human souls can cast anchor in 
perfect security both for this life and the life to come. 
In His triumph over death our Lord has opened 
the door between this world and the next so that 
no one can shut it for evermore. In Him the life 
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eternal is revealed, the immortal hope quickened, 
and the vision of Paradise bestowed. In the words 
of William Wordsworth which were penned while 
the poet was enjoying the vision of the Eternal :— 


‘Though inland far we be, — 

Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 

Which brought us thither— 

And see the children sport upon the shore, 

And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.” 

The root difficulty of the natural mind to grasp in 

complete fulness the vast implications of the 
resurrection which stretch into the unseen is to be 
found in lack of comprehensiveness and narrowness 
of outlook. Owing to the prevailing materialism of 
our age the busy, bustling man of affairs has taken 
the place of the man of vision with a consequent 
limitation of spiritual capacity to estimate the things 
unseen and eternal at their proper worth. In this 
respect men have gone right to the opposite extreme 
from the Christianity of the Middle Ages, but the 
correct position is that of a sane practical mysticism 
which enriches and enlarges this present life by visions 
of coming glory when death has been swallowed up 
in victory. Before the mighty truth of life eternal 
in its vast sweep can be accepted and believed there 
must be a mind prepared for its reception along the 
lines of spiritual expansion under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. Failure to grasp the significance and 
far-reaching results of the resurrection which in turn 
begets the glorious hope of immortality has largely, 
if not altogether, arisen from the incapability of the 
unspiritual mind to take in the comprehensive issues 
involved. It is just here that the power of the Cross 
manifests itself in lifting the whole man out of his 
narrow surroundings by giving him vision and outlook, 
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and so enlarging the mind that it can embrace not 
only the things of sight and sense, but matters of 
faith—the eternal realities of God. What is therefore 
an inexplicable problem to the man of the world 
becomes in the light of the Cross a revealed fact and 
a realised vision. Thus the Cross gives capacity to 
the otherwise contracted mind which enables it to 
find room within its scope for truths which have 
their ultimate issue beyond the confines of this life. 
Such comprehensiveness of mind leads to larger faith, 
closer touch with the unseen, greater growth of soul, 
wider fields of usefulness. ‘‘ I reverently thank God,” 
declared Horace Greeley, ‘“‘for the blessings vouch- 
safed me in the past; and with an awe that is not 
fear and a consciousness of demerit which does not 
exclude hope, await the opening before my steps of 
the gates of the eternal world.” 

The Church is built on the belief that Jesus brought 
life and immortality to light in His resurrection, and 
the triumphant advance of Christianity has had the 
effect of greatly strengthening the hope of the life 
beyond. If this foundation truth had been doubtful 
in any way the Christian religion would long since 
have fallen to pieces, but its abnormal growth proves 
beyond question that the rising of Christ from the 
dead which is the ground of our hope of immortality 
is a well-attested fact both by history and experience. 
With absolute truth it has been affirmed that “the 
best attested fact in all history is the resurrection of 
Christ.”” The Christian hope, therefore, passes within 
the veil whither the living Redeemer has entered as 
forerunner, and is brightened by the assurance of the 
life with God beyond the grave. This is what gives 
Christianity its outstanding characteristic of hope- 
fulness and enables its adherents to rejoice in anticipa- 
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tion of coming glory. Since Jesus Christ has died and 
risen again, all who live in union with Him as their 
personal Saviour have in the light of His triumph 
over death the upspringing within them of a joyful 
hope which death cannot shatter nor the passing years 
dim. The pathetic cry of antiquity finds expression 
in the touching words of Socrates when face to face 
with death: ‘‘ I have faith in the future, and I think 
I see the golden islands, but oh that we had a stouter 
vessel, or a stronger word!’ The great philosopher 
could see but a little way through the mists and 
vapour which for him the sun of righteousness had 
not dispelled. Trusting in Him who is the light of 
life we can by faith view the heavenly land with its 
golden shores; committing ourselves to Him He 
bears us safely across the dark, troubled waters ; and 
relying on His promise “* because I live, ye shall live 
also’ (John xiv. 19), the future is bright with hope, 
radiant with light, and full of joy. He declares that 
the Father’s will is “‘that every one that beholdeth 
the Son, and believeth on Him, should have eternal 
life; and I will raise him up at the last day” 
(John vi. 40). In carrying out God’s purpose Jesus 
lays claim to the power of raising the dead. It is, 
therefore, the heritage of every believer not only to 
know that he is redeemed unto God through Christ, 
but to be assured of eternal life. It is in the steady - 
light of the Cross that human immortality shines out 
in all its splendour, not as a poet’s dream, but as a 
great Christian certainty. The object of our Lord’s 
mission to the world was to seek and to save the lost 
by giving His life a ransom for many so that souls 
might not perish, but have everlasting life. Through 
Him, therefore, is communicated that endless life 
which enables us to realise the aspirations and longings 
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of the human soul for immortality. ‘‘ We wish,” says 
F. W. Robertson, “ for immortality. The thought of 
annihilation is horrible ; even to conceive it is almost 
impossible. The wish is a kind of argument. . . 
If we thirst for life and love eternal, it is likely that 
there are an eternal life and an eternal love to satisfy 
that craving.” We should be careful to give due 
weight to the strong desire, the passionate longing 
in the human breast for reunion with the loved ones 
that have passed within the veil. In the light of the 
Cross what was before a pious wish, a shadowy hope, 
has become a strong and assured conviction, and the 
Christian can now rejoice in the certain prospect of 
meeting again in the land of bliss those children of 
the Cross who were tenderly loved on earth, and 
enjoying fellowship with them for evermore. It 
would be difficult to overrate the influence this hope 
has in mitigating sorrow and comforting the hearts 
of the bereaved. In the midst of all earth’s shadows 
it shines like a beacon to kindle hope in the human 
heart and give vision to the soul. Mrs. Browning 
in her precious little poem “‘ Futurity” gives sweet 
expression to the loving care of our heavenly Father 
in making provision for reunion under the most blessed 
conditions :— 


“God keeps a niche 
In heaven to hold our idols: and albeit 
He brake them to our faces, and denied 
That our close kisses should impair their white— 
I know we shall behold them raised, complete— 
_ The dust shook from their beauty, glorified 
New Memnons singing in the great God-light.”’ 


The very thought of such an issue to our earthly 
existence is not only an inspiration but a real power 
in the life towards the practising of everything that 
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is holy, and good, and pure. In the Cross we have 
the perfect assurance of future fellowship sweet and 
intimate with those whom we loved as our own souls, 
and whose memories are enshrined in our hearts as 
priceless treasures. God in His infinite love went out 
in the Person of His own Son to deliver from the 
Curse of Sin and reconcile unto Himself beings capable 
of an immortal existence because of the Divine spark 
within. The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes states 
that God hath set eternity in the heart of man (ili. 11), 
and St. Augustine exclaims, ‘“‘ Lord, Thou hast made 
us for Thyself, and our heart is restless until it find 
rest in Thee.”’ It is utterly unthinkable that the 
Son of God should have undergone such travail of 
soul, even death itself, for persons that were destined 
to lapse at the close of this life into an unending 
sleep or to pass altogether out of existence. The 
saving work of Christ was performed on behalf of 
those who were created with capabilities for immor- 
tality, thus the Cross proclaims that Jesus came to 
redeem human souls destined to live for ever. The 
Cross appraises human beings at their true value, 
and puts them into possession of the fulness of 
life, glory, and happiness throughout the eternity of 
their immortal existence. 

Just at this point we behold the real inwardness 
of the Cross in not only delivering from sin, but 
bringing the saved person into a state in which he 
can realise the great end for which he was created— 
“To glorify God and enjoy Him for ever.” The 
moment a human being comes to apprehend from 
personal experience at the Cross the grand possibilities 
of the immortal life he begins to regard Himself as 
of greater worth and more importance in the Universe 
than ever before. The very contemplation of immor- 
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tality cheers the soul and urges to the practice of 
virtuous things by fixing the gaze on the unending 
joy of that other life in which sorrow and sighing 
_ shall be forgotten and the things known at best but 
partially here shall be wholly revealed. When the 
Cross is regarded from this viewpoint we can, like 
St. John, be conscious of the Master’s presence, by 
faith feel His hand laid upon us, and hear His sym- 
pathetic voice saying—*‘ Fear not, I am the first and 
the last, and the Living One; and I was dead, and 
behold, I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys 
of death and of Hades ’”’ (Rev. 1. 17, 18). The risen, 
ascended, glorified Christ holds in His hand the keys 
of power which admit the believing soul into the 
possession of every blessing both for time and eternity. 
The radiant hope fills his heart, the firm conviction 
holds his mind that he shall outlive all time and 
survive the shock of death. The Child of the Cross 
can make the words of Robert Browning whose poems 
are saturated with the thought of immortality his 
own :— 
“ There’s heaven above, and night by night 
I look right through its gorgeous roof ; 
For I intend to get to God.”’ 

St. Paul’s testimony to immortality is of special 
value because of its closely reasoned, clear, and con- 
vincing statement of the connection between Christ’s 
resurrection and ours. He is not satisfied with a 
reference to the resurrection as an event in the history 
of redemption, but sets it forth as a grand moral 
victory over the forces of evil including death itself. 
Dr. Salmond makes clear in ‘‘ The Christian Doctrine 
of Immortality’ the marked difference between the 
hope of the Gospel and that of philosophy: ‘‘ The 
Pauline hope is not the Platonist hope of a release 
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from the shackle and sepulchre of the body, not the 
hope of the survival of an immortal principle in man, 
but the hope of the endurance of the man himself... . 
It reveals a consummation which is to be realised 
in the redemption of the whole man, and in his eleva- 
tion to a condition of existence in which he shall 
live in the full integrity of his being, and his body, 
transformed and glorified, shall be the perfect instru- 
ment of a perfect life.” 

In that wonderful fifteenth chapter of his first 
Epistle to the Corinthians the Apostle gives outlet 
to the passion of his soul, and expression to the depth 
and intensity of his faith in the immortal life, and 
having placed in the category of accepted facts, by 
proofs that were to him unassailable, the resurrection 
of Christ which carries with it the raising up of all 
believers to everlasting life, he exclaims, ‘‘O death, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
.... Lhanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor. xv. 55, 57). 
He had not only experienced the power of Christ’s 
resurrection life, but he had actually seen his risen 
Lord, and from this vantage ground having surveyed 
the Christian faith, he reached the belief firm and 
fixed that the hfe hereafter with God was assured. 
Belief in the resurrection became in his thought the 
necessary requisite to immortality, thus any weakening 
of hold upon the former meant the dimming of faith 
in the latter. St. Paul saw quite clearly that the 
surrender of the historic fact of Christ’s resurrection 
would by closing the door of hope on the life beyond 
the grave reduce humanity to the nadir of a joyless, 
hopeless existence, and so he resolutely refused to 
treat it otherwise than as occupying a leading place 
among the great accepted Christian facts. To him 
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the testimony of the witnesses to the resurrection 
coupled with his own vision and experience of the 
Risen Saviour presented such strong proof of its 
historic certainty that he unhesitatingly accepted it 
as the basis of belief in immortality. With this 
knowledge he fears not the approach of death which 
may snatch him away before his Lord’s return, but 
with the certainty of a future life of unutterable bliss 
he can exclaim: ‘‘ For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain... . To depart and be with Christ ; for it 
ieaeertay better? (Phil.1. 21, 23). 

Every believer finds the pledge and guarantee of 
personal immortality in Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead. It is the doctrine of a Risen Redeemer which 
has had prevailing power in all the Church’s history, 
and men filled with the glorious hope of the immortal 
life through the consciousness of their union with 
Him, have gone forth in face of every hindrance and 
opposition to win others to the hope of the Gospel. 
In the light of the Cross the thought of immortality 
has been raised to a higher plane, greatly enlarged in 
scope, and widened in moral influence. The strongest 
possible confirmation of this is found in comparing 
the pagan inscriptions concerning the dead as found 
in the Roman Temples with the Christian ones taken 
from the Catacombs. The former are sad words of 
eternal farewell to friends removed by death, but the 
latter sweet expressions of undying hope that once 
again they will enjoy the companionship of the loved 
ones whom they have lost for a time: 

“Yet Hope and Faith, like prophets, bide 
By Christian graves, on either side, 
And with assured, undoubting mien 
Point upward, confident, serene, 


Declaring, ‘ Death will conquered be 
By Life and Immortality ’” 
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The aspiration of the human soul for immortality 
apart from Christ and His Cross has no prospect of 
realisation, but in the Divine light everything is made 
clear and the immortal life assured. One day in 
Faraday’s laboratory a workman accidentally knocked 
a silver cup into a jar of acid which completely dis- 
solvedit. But the famous chemist put some substance 
into the acid which had the effect of precipitating the 
silver to the bottom of the jar. Faraday carefully 
removed the silver and sent it to the silversmith who 
soon restored him his cup again. If man can accom- 
plish a work such as this, much more can God, the 
great Creator of our bodies, raise them up at the last 
day. The Christian heart is amply satisfied with the 
assurance that ‘‘ He that raised up Christ Jesus from 
the dead shall quicken also your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit that dwelleth in you’ (Rom. viii. 11). 

All the hopes of the Christian are centred in the Cross, 
his desires both for this life and the life to come are 
focussed upon the once Crucified, but now risen, ascended 
Lord, his belief in immortality is derived from the 
witness of the living Christ within, and his assurance > 
of a home with God throughout all eternity is based on 
the fact that the Saviour is already there making 
preparations for his reception. ‘‘I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I come again and will receive you unto myself ; 
that where I am there ye may be also” (John xiv. 2, 3). 
He ‘‘died for us,’’ says St. Paul, ‘‘that, whether we wake 
or sleep, we should live together with Him.”’ (1 Thess. 
v. 10). Whenloved ones pass through the valley of the 
shadow in the faith of Jesus we know they are safe with 
Him and when the morning of the unending day breaks 
on the other shore, then shall we be reunited with 
them to be parted no more. It was the death of his 
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cherished friend Arthur Hallam which led Lord 
Tennyson with his eye fixed on the unseen to compose 
“In Memoriam,” that noble, undying poem of im- 
mortality. He affirms his belief in personal immor- 
tality when referring to meeting with his friend again : 
“And I shall know him when we meet: 

And we shall sit at endless feast 

Enjoying each the other’s good.” 

Moreover when the shadows of death were gathering 
around him this same poet could make in those 
immortal lines his last aspiration on earth the calm, 
confident hope of meeting his Pilot face to face when 
he had crossed the bar. 


“‘ For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar.” 


Professor Huxley in one of his letters has declared 
that not since the Roman poet Lucretius flourished has 
there been any poet who showed such a knowledge 
of the spirit and meaning of science as Tennyson. 
The notable fact in this connection is that the greatest 
scientific poet of the Christian era takes his place at 
the same time amongst the very foremost poets of 
immortality. In the hight of the life beyond Robert 
Browning became the great poet whose verses teem 
with the thought of immortality. On the death of his 
beloved wife he wrote: ‘“ God took. her to Himself as 
you would lift a sleeping child from a dark, uneasy bed 
into your arms and the light.” 

“Tf I stoop 

Into a dark tremendous sea of cloud, 
It is but for a time. I press God’s lamp 


Close to my breast: its splendour, soon or late, 
Will pierce the gloom : I shall emerge one day.” 
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The inspiration, hope, outlook, courage which faith 
in immortality begets may be claimed and appropriated 
by every one at the Cross. It is the duty of every 
Christian not only to accept and defend the doctrine 
of immortality but actually to glory in it as revealed 
by Jesus Christ in the Gospel. The light which shines 
from the glory land will illumine and gladden our 
lives, and transform our work, however humble it be, 
into a thing of beauty and glory. Robert Louis 
Stevenson gives an account of a storm at sea which 
threw the passengers into a state of panic. One of 
them, although forbidden, made his way to the deck, 
and when the pilot who was lashed to the wheel and 
doing his best to save the vessel, saw the panic- 
stricken man he smiled upon him as if to assure him 
that all would be well. The passenger hurried off 
to his fellow-voyagers with words of cheer, saying, “ I 
have seen the face of the pilot, and he smiled. All 
is well.”’ We can look up into our great Pilot’s face 
in the midst of every peril, difficulty, and confusion 
with the certain knowledge that He will bring us 
safely through the tumultuous seas of life into the 
harbour of everlasting peace. With the Cross in front 
and the living Christ upon the throne we can face 
the unknown future in the confident assurance that 
the Redeemer who was dead, but is now alive and 
lives for evermore, having begun the good work of 
grace in us will carry it on to completion, and bring 
us one day to the place of celestial glory He has 
prepared. for us in the Kingdom of our Father: 


“Where Saints are clothed in spotless white, 
And evening shadows never fall ; 
Where Thou eternal Light of life 
Art Lord of all.’ 


XII 


THE CROSS THE ONLY HOPE OF THE 
WORLD 


“And in none other ts there salvation: for neither ts there 
any other name under heaven, that 1s given among men, wherein 
we must be saved.’’—StT. PETER. 


“ Our deliverance from sin and sorrow 1s a boundless good ; 
our introduction to endless virtue and happiness is a boundless 
good. But of all this good the Atonement of Christ ts the foun- 
dation, the procuring cause, the commencement, and the 
security.’’—DWIGHT. 


““ Nothing ts more intensely real than the sense of guilt... . 
And nothing 1s more intensely veal than the sense of release 
from guilt which comes from the discovery and assurance of the 
remission of sins... . The man who has received this great 
deliverance is no longer a convict, painfully observing all prison 
rules with the hope of shortening his sentence, but a Child in the 
home of God.’’—DALE. 


i ‘* From first to last, it 1s the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, which 
cleanses from sin ..... The Cross dominates everything. It 
interprets everything. It puts all things in thetr true relations to 
each other.”’—DENNEY. 


“Oh precious blood! Oh, sacred heart of Jesus, from which 
it flowed, holy, loving, tender, broken with grief! Oh, snowy 
whiteness of robes washed in that fountain, and purer than the 
snow.’’—MEYER. 


“Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling.’’—TopLapy. 


CHAPTER XII 
THE CROSS THE ONLY HOPE OF THE WORLD 


THE careful reader of the New Testament and the 
diligent student of Church History cannot fail to be 
impressed with the prominent place given in both 
to the setting forth of forgiveness through the Cross 
of the Incarnate Saviour. In the Cross we discover 
the great unfailing power-house of the Universe which 
sends forth the most potent energies for redeeming 
a lost world, and displays the love of God in such 
magnificence as to melt the hard heart, subdue the 
stubborn will, thus changing man’s whole attitude 
to God. On the one hand it reveals the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin, and so lays bare the terrible plight 
of a fallen humanity, but on the other hand it pro- 
claims the omnipotent grace of God in Jesus Christ 
our Lord for delivering sinners out of the perilous, 
pitiable position into which sin has brought them by 
opening the way for the outflow of God’s forgiving 
love. It is the great source from whence all previous 
offerings for sin drew their efficacy and sufficiency, 
and in which they found their culmination ; it is the 
fountain of every hope that cheers in this life and 
assures us of future bliss with God in the life to come : 
it is the only instrument by which sin can be overcome, 
the sole way of return to our Father’s heart and 
home. The mighty dynamic of the Cross can alone 
prevail over sin; the glorious fact of the Cross with 
its invincible power is effectual to root out all error 
and unbelief; its redemptive influence is required 
203 
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to change human nature and bring the whole man 
with all his faculties and powers into subjection to 
the will of God. 

As the central and supreme manifestation of the 
Father it is the pledge and token of His full forgiveness 
which may be the portion of every one through faith 
in the Crucified. The deep need of the human soul, 
the intense passion of the heart for cleansing from 
‘sin, the earnest longing for peace with God are fully 
met and satisfied at Calvary. The Cross by revealing 
the evil nature and inwardness of sin stands for all 
time as a warning against making light of, or trifling 
with, it in any way. According to St. John “sin 
is lawlessness,’ and therefore manifests itself in dis- 
loyalty to God, opposition to His holy will, hostility 
to His rule in the world, open disavowal of His 
authority, and flagrant disregard of His commands. 
The very name Jesus—the Saviour of His people from 
their sins—given our Lord suggests the guilt of man- 
kind which it was His earthly mission to remove, and 
the bondage from which He came to liberate them. 
Besides the name Christ signifies that it required the 
anointed Divine Son in our human nature, since sin 
has led us entirely away from all fellowship with God, 
to act as Mediator in restoring us to intercourse and 
communion with our Father as children of His family 
circle. 

The New Testament writers regard sin as a sad, 
terrible fact which has blasted the hopes and blighted 
the lives of humanity, but to them the riches of the 
Redeemer’s saving grace are obtainable for the removal 
of its dire results and the satisfaction of every need 
of mankind. They never minimise sin’s evil influence, 
its lamentable consequences, but over against it they 
place the Cross and with one voice declare that Christ’s 


THE CROSS THE ONLY HOPE OF THE WORLD 205 


redeeming work has such direct reference to sin that 
His blood cleanseth from every stain of its defilement. 
The effect of sin upon humanity is described by St. 
Paul when he refers to sinners as children of wrath, 
sons of disobedience, dead in trespasses and sins, 
strangers and foreigners to God, and to him redemption 
meant life from the dead through the quickening 
power of Christ, the removal of all causes of estrange- 
ment, and translation from the kingdom of Satan 
into the Kingdom of God. All through the New 
Testament sin is represented as exceeding sinful, but 
over against it is placed the Cross with all its saving 
power to destroy the effects of sin and conquer it in 
human lives. ‘‘ But God, being rich in mercy, for 
His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, quickened us 
together with Christ (by grace have ye been saved), 
and raised us up with Him, and made us to sit with 
Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus”? (Eph. 
ii. 4-6.). C. H. Spurgeon knew the truth of this and 
could proclaim that God “never gave His Son to be 
a ransom which will not redeem; and He never 
committed His Spirit to witness to that which after 
all will mock the sinner’s need. No, He is able to 
save: there is salvation, there is salvation to be had, 
to be had now, even now.” With full realisation of 
his great deliverance that noble servant of God, Henry 
Martyn, could say to those about him when he was 
dying—‘“‘ Look at me, the vilest of sinners, but saved 
by grace! Amazing that I can be saved.” He knew 
the power of sin; but he had experienced the uncon- 
querable power of the Cross to overcome sin in his 
life. Salvation from sin viewed as deliverance from 
its power is redemption, regarded as emancipation 
from its dominion it is reconciliation. The former 
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confers forgiveness of sin through the atoning work 
of our Lord; the latter brings into fellowship with 
God by the imputation of the Redeemer’s righteous- 
ness, and both flow from the free grace of God as the 
result of Christ’s death for sinners. 

The aim of the Apostles was to magnify the Cross 
by placing it in its proper relation to the sin of the 
world, and they did this not by minimising the heinous 
nature of sin, but by holding up the Cross as all- 
powerful to take it wholly away. The evil with all 
its dreadful, polluting and defiling consequences was 
in the world, but Jesus Christ, the spotless sacrificial 
Lamb of God was manifested as a propitiation to 
take away sin. The atoning work of Christ has 
therefore reference to and avails to put away sin so 
that through the forgiveness which is in Jesus a 
personal relationship between God and the be- 
lieving sinner is established. It was not in taking 
upon Himself our human nature in His Incarnation 
that Christ redeemed man, but by meeting sin on 
its own ground He overcame it, and through the 
surrender of His life conquered death, thus purchasing 
eternal life for all who believe in Him. Sin carries 
with it guilt in the sight of God, and the object of 
the Cross was to remove this guilt which rendered sinners 
liable to the punishment of death. It is the Divine 
love manifested in the Cross which constrains the 
guilty soul to seek purity and holiness. When Italy 
was unified under Victor Emmanuel Naples was the 
last Province to enter the Union, which it did under 
protest, and remained for many years in a state of 
disloyalty to the new régime. Some time after. 
Humbert succeeded Victor Emmanuel on the throne 
cholera broke out in Naples and raged with terrible 
effect. All who could hastened from the city, and 
of those that remained hundreds were dying daily. 
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The King determined to visit the stricken city 
and give all the help in his power. He visited the 
smitten in their homes and in the hospitals, cheered 
the dying with tender words, laid his cool hands 
upon their fevered brows, and committed them to 
God in the hour of death. Humbert’s devotion wiped 
out the last traces of disloyalty amongst the people 
and made them true to the throne, for had not their 
king faced sickness and death to relieve and comfort 
his suffering subjects. Surely the very fact that Christ 
has done and suffered so much for us, even to the 
death, should bind us to Him with the ties of love 
and loyalty for evermore. ‘“‘ To save lost humanity,” 
says Pastor Wagner in “The Simple Life,” “the 
invisible God came to dwell among us, in the form 
of a man, and willed to make Himself known by this 
single sign: Love.” St. Paul did not place in the 
forefront of his Gospel Jesus as an example, but as a 
Crucified Saviour who gave up His life as a ransom 
upon the Cross in our place, and so redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by taking the curse upon Himself 
forus. In this respect he was acting strictly according 
to His Divine instructions in passing on the message 
in which the saving work of Christ was set forth as 
central to the Christian faith, exactly as he had 
received it. He affirms quite clearly that the cardinal 
fact of Christianity is the putting away of sin through 
the death and resurrection of Christ. ‘‘ For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which also I received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures; and that He was buried; and that He hath 
been raised on the third day according to the Scrip- 
buces >. (1) Cor, Xv; 3, 4). 

The Cross emancipates the soul from the condition 
of spiritual death into which sin has brought it, and 
delivers the sinner from everlasting death which 
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is the result of sin. “‘ For the wages of sin is death ; 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. vi. 23). It, therefore, not only 
brings us out of the domain of death into the sphere 
of life, but actually puts us in possession of eternal 
life since Jesus leads every believing soul from the 
darkness and death of sin into the light and life 
Divine. 

It is the Cross which enables us to realise that sin 
has severed all the religious, moral, and personal 
relations which were meant to subsist between the 
creature and his Creator, and produced in sinful man 
actual enmity and hostility towards God. With 
the overwhelming effects of his sin thus pressed 
home upon him the sinner learns that forgiveness 
as a mere act of pity will be unavailing to remove 
his inward guilt, that the darkness can only be lifted 
from his soul, the burden from his life through the 
power of the Crucified who has overcome sin by 
making a full atonement for it. Under these circum- 
stances pardon is not a simple act of compassion, but 
a just bestowal upon the penitent sinner by a holy 
God who can with strict rectitude give complete 
absolution from sin because of Christ’s death. When the 
Cross is viewed in the light of Christ’s passion the 
human soul lays hold on two most important truths— 
the vileness and devilishness of sin and the great 
wealth and unbounded capacity of the Divine love. 
Moreover at Calvary we learn that salvation does 
not flow unconditioned from the love of God without 
reference to atonement for sin, but being directly 
connected with Christ’s Person and work it can only 
come to a sinful soul through His mediation, and, 
therefore, He declares that the chief purpose of His 
Messiahship for which He took upon Himself our 
nature in coming into the world was to seek and to 
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save the lost. In carrying out this Divine purpose 
He not only revealed the Father as a God of everlasting 
love, but He brought into human lives the subduing, 


transforming power of Divine love. ‘‘ Thou hast 
pierced our hearts,” says St. Augustine, “‘ with 
the arrows of Thy love.” ‘ That vast, large, boundless 


love of Christ,’’ says Samuel Rutherford, “‘is the only 
thing I most fain would bein bonds with. He knoweth 
that I have but little but the love of that love; and 
thus I shall be happy, suppose I never get another 
heaven, but only an eternal feasting of that love.” 
The Cross testifies to the fact that the love of God 
is not a mere passive emotion, but a mighty active 
principle working in and through Jesus Christ to 
provide a sufficient and effective sacrifice for sin so 
that real salvation might be the portion of every 
believer. Love is an active force throughout His 
whole redemptive work for the salvation of the world. 
Thus the death of the Son of God has infinite value 
to procure forgiveness, and in the power of His resur- 
rection we rise to newness of life. We are fully 
pardoned because of His death, completely and 
effectively saved by the power of His risen life. 
Christ’s death as a propitiation has direct reference 
both to the power and guilt of sin, as it not only 
cleanses from all iniquity, but has at the same time 
a regenerating influence which extends to the whole 
life, thus enabling the trusting soul to enter into full 
salvation through the dynamic of His resurrection 
life. The desire for conformity to the will of God, for 
likeness to Christ, can only be attained through the 
forgiveness of sin at the Cross, and the possession 
of the Christ-life realised by the indwelling of the 
Holy Ghost. The unfolding of Christ’s saving work 
in the Apostolic preaching and writings leaves us 
in no doubt as to the truth that the redemption of 
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the human race is centred in Christ and His Cross. 
There is perfect unanimity in their teaching as to the 
vital doctrines of Christ’s Godhead, His Incarnation, 
His holy life, death, and resurrection which were 
regarded as the central truths of the Christian faith 
and the very heart of the Gospel message, and His 
death coupled with His resurrection is so related to 
the sin of the world as to transform a bare recital of 
historic facts into the Gospel of redemption. Salvation 
from sin through the Cross is therefore the fundamental 
conception of the Gospel, and this leads us to recognise 
that the Saviour who died for our sins must be the 
Incarnate Son of God in order to carry out perfectly 
such a stupendous task as the redemption of the 
world. On this point there was not the shadow of a 
doubt in the minds of the Apostles. A most striking 
thing is that they do not in a single instance attempt 
to offer any proof that Christ is the eternal Son of 
God, but they present the truth with the assurance 
begotten of conviction, as a fact most surely believed 
and heartily accepted by all. Under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit they had been led to a full appre- 
hension of His Divine Sonship and _ propitiatory 
death which they preached with such power. Christ 
was to these early followers the Divine-human Saviour 
who had redeemed them from sin, the Master to 
control and guide their lives, the Teacher to lead 
them by His Spirit into all truth, the Lord of the 
Universe whom they worshipped as God. They had, 
therefore, no doubt as to the efficacy of His atoning 
death, no dubiety as to the dynamic of the Cross, 
no difficulty as to His resurrection and ascension to 
heaven, no hesitation in proclaiming full remission of 
sins in His Name to all nations, and they went forth 
strong in the Divine strength to make known this 
Gospel of salvation to all men in the certain hope 
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that the living Lord would cause it to triumph over 
all other religious systems and forms of unbelief. 
Nor were they disappointed because the Lord worked 
mightily through them as His instruments and 
strengthened the Church by the addition of saved 
souls. They regarded the Cross as the only hope 
of the world, the sole way of deliverance from sin 
with all its consequences, the only means by which 
happiness and peace for time and eternity could 
come to mankind, and believing in their inmost 
souls the truth of the Gospel, they proclaimed it with 
such convincing power that multitudes were turned 
to the Lord. 

The Cross meets the deepest needs of the human 
race as nothing else possibly can because by putting 
away sin it brings the sense of God’s forgiveness, 
the satisfaction of His peace, and the enjoyment 
of fellowship with Him. By the removal of sin it 
promotes among men the Kingdom of God in which 
He reigns over a reconciled people loyal to Him 
and to His laws in every respect. No_ personal 
relations can be established, no fellowship attained, 
no mutual confidence begotten, no understanding 
arrived at, until a change in the sinner’s state before 
God has taken place. In other words the guilt 
of sin must be put out of the way before any terms 
of peace can be sealed between earth and heaven. 
The enemy must lay down his arms and sue for peace 
before it can be obtained, so the sinner conscious 
of the burden of guilt and with deep sorrow for sin 
requires to seek peace with God through the blood 
of the Cross. Then he will pray: 


‘Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.”’ 
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When the full surrender of the life is made to God 
we discover the ample provision which has been 
made through the Cross for the removal of guilt, and 
restoration to the favour of God. When John Bunyan 
made this grand discovery he tells us in ‘“‘ Grace 
Abounding”’ that “‘ that night was a good night to me, 
I have had but few better ; I longed for the company 
of some of God’s people, that I might have imparted 
unto them what God had showed me. Christ was a 
precious Christ to my soul that night; I could 
scarce lie in my bed for joy, and peace, and triumph 
through Christ.”” The human soul requires forgiveness, 
Divine grace, the abiding presence of God in Christ 
above and beyond everything else, and whatever 
conceptions men may have of the Cross, however 
they may trifle with it in their attempts to minimise 
its saving significance, it is still the power of God 
unto salvation to every believing soul. The grim 
fact of sin with all the sadness, sorrow, woe, and 
misery it has brought to the human race stares us 
in the face, but over against it is placed the Cross 
with its mighty power to disannul the effects of sin. 
‘For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin; con- 
demned sin in the flesh’ (Rom. vii. 3). John Milton 
has pertinently said : 3 

“Law can discover sin, but not remove, 
Save by those shadowy expiations weak.”’ 
But Christ since He has made atonement for sin can 
go to the innermost recesses of man’s moral nature, 
to the very depths of his heart, and overcome it in 
the life, thus bringing healing and life to humanity. 

The Cross not only bestows forgiveness, but imparts 
the Divine transforming power by which we are 
moulded after the image of Christ and enabled to 
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enter because of our death to sin and resurrection with 
Him, into His glorious triumph over every enemy 
including death itself. This conception of the changed 
condition of the sinner is made luminous in the light 
that streams from His resurrection life. At the 
Cross Christ does more then confer pardon and bring 
the soul into fellowship with God, He actually 
takes up His abode by the Holy Spirit in the redeemed 
life so that He may communicate as the All-sufficient 
Saviour, virtue, righteousness, and true holiness. 
Jesus saves a man that He may make him “a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified, meet for the Master’s use, 
prepared unto every good work ”’ (2 Tim. ii. 21). The 
perpetual presence of the risen Lord within His 
servants guarantees increased growth in power, 
knowledge, usefulness, and above all in likeness to 
Himself as they strive to perpetuate His blessed 
life and work with all devotion for the progress of 
His Kingdom in the world. All this is possible once 
we pass by faith into the possession of God’s forgive- 
ness through the saving work of Christ. 

Faith is something more than mere theoretical 
belief in the ability of God to save: it is entire con- 
fidence in His power, willingness, and readiness to 
grant pardon, peace, and power to live the new life, 
to every penitent soul. In the exercise of saving 
faith the believer finds the full revelation of the love, 
mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness of God in Jesus 
Christ, and thus obtains the assurance that He is 
waiting to be gracious. The depths of Divine grace 
are unfolded, the infinite love and compassion of the 
Father revealed, the unceasing desire of the Divine 
heart for our welfare disclosed, His longing to forgive 
and eagerness to implant the new life within the soul, 
manifested at the Cross to every one that comes with 
simple, believing faith in Christ as the Son of God, 
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the Saviour of the world. Norman Duncan in 
“Doctor Luke of the Labrador” tells us that the 
Doctor defined the Gospel according to old skipper 
Tommy Lovejoy as “ Just faithin the loving-kindness 
of the dear God,’’ and this infinite love is manifested 
to us at the Cross of Calvary. Faith enables us to 
grasp the saving significance of the redemption which 
has been achieved by the Incarnate Son of God who 
bore our sins in His own body on the accursed treé, 
rose from the dead that we might live, and reigns in 
heaven that we may share His glory. With this 
firm belief 12 Jesus who died for our sins, and full 
assurance of His ability and willingness to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by Him, we can by 
yielding ourselves up to Him experience in sin pardoned 
and His indwelling presence bestowed the power of 
the Cross triumphant in our own lives. 

Forgiveness is represented as the blotting out or 
cancelling of sin so that God sees it no more, and 
consequently it can never be laid to the sinner’s charge 
again. The debt is cancelled, the account obliterated, 
the demand satisfied, a full discharge given. “J, 
even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions 
for Mine own sake; and I will not remember thy 
sins’ (Is. xlii. 25). God thus establishes a new 
relationship between the sinner and Himself in which 
mutual love, trust, and confidence are supreme. In 
that touching scene which Tennyson depicts in 
‘* Guinevere’? we see the erring wife prostrated at 
her husband’s feet with her face against the floor, 
and Arthur says : 

‘Lo! I forgive thee, as Eternal God 
Forgives : do thou for thine own soul the rest,’’ 
His forgiveness, however, was not like God’s, as in 
spite of his protestation that he loved her still, he 
refused in this life to trust her, or let her experience 
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his love. At the same time he shows that he was not 
a stranger to the redemptive love of God, as he gives 
her the hope of realising that love in the future world : 

‘‘Perchance and so thou purify thy soul, 

And so thou lean on our fair Father Christ, 

Hereafter in that world where all are pure 

We two may meet before high God, and thou 

Wilt spring to me, and claim me thine, and know 

I am thine husband.” 
But in face of all our sins and forgetfulness of God 
He believes in us, loves us, hopes for us, and moreover 
He has made it possible through the Cross for all to 
experience His love, His communion, and His con- 
fidence in the present as well as in the future life. 
He blots out the guilt of sin, then by His redeeming 
grace in the life breaking the power of cancelled sin 
He enables the saved soul to realise that the Cross 
not only delivers. from the bondage of sin, but crushes 
and nullifies its powerin the life. The effect of Christ’s 
redeeming work is to render the sentence of con- 
demnation passed on all that have sinned nugatory, 
and prepare the way for personal intercourse with 
God through the reconciliation which He has done 
so much to bring about and so earnestly desires 
mankind to experience. 

Calvary proclaims the sacrificial love of God as it 
does the self-sacrificing, unselfish love of Christ ; 
it tells of the Cross in the heart of God as well as that 
other upon which Jesus gave up His pure, holy life ; 
it reveals to us the passion of God who was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself as well as the passion 
of His only and well-beloved Son; it declares that 
the Crucifixion scene on earth was but the replica 
of that in the heavens where the Lamb was slain 
from the foundation of the world; it gives the final 
and most convincing proof of God’s everlasting, 
unchanging love to sinful men. 
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The object of Christ’s saving work was to deal so 
directly with the fact of sin that God could grant a 
full, unconditional pardon to every repentant believing 
soul because of it. In forgiveness there is no con- 
doning of past sin nor overlooking of iniquity as if 
there were no such thing, but a blotting out of sin 
which has already been dealt with at the Cross, and a 
declaration that the penitent, trusting sinner is not 
guilty before God since Jesus has borne his guilt. 
Forgiveness is, therefore, the remission of the penalty 
due to sin, and at the same time the restoration to 
fellowship with God as a member of His household. 
The Cross not only removes sin, but it confers grace ; 
it empties the life of the undesirable that it may 
bestow the good, the pure, the noble; it expels the base 
and sinful that it may bringin the holy and the virtuous. 
Hearken to the words of the saintly Richard Baxter 
in “A Call to the Unconverted’’: ‘Hear, all you 
cold and outside professors, and all that are strangers 
to the life of Christ, and never knew the power of His 
Cross and resurrection, and never felt your hearts 
warmed with His love, and live not on Him as the 
strength of your souls—‘ Turn ye, turn ye, why will 
ye die?’”’ In that immortal picture “ The Light 
of the world” by Holman Hunt, a man of kingly 
bearing is represented as standing with a lamp in his 
hand outside a walled enclosure whose gate is barred 
against him. The midnight stars are shining in the 
sky showing how prolonged has been his wait, and 
how he has knocked again and again without receiving 
any answer. As we look closer we see that the creeping 
vine and bramble have grown right across the entrance, 
proving the great patience of the waiting one. This 
is a picture of the Christ, long kept out of a human 
heart, but still waiting and knocking for admission, 
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unwilling to go away because He knows what the 
benefits of the Cross are to a human soul. 

The answer to the agelong cry of humanity: 
‘“O wretched man that Iam! Who shall deliver me 
out of the body of this death ?” is given at Calvary. 
Through the redeeming Cross and under the gracious 
influence of its saving power we can exclaim with 
St. Paul: “‘I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord’”’ (Rom. vii. 25). ‘* But far be it from me to 
glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ”’ 
(Gal. vi. 14). The requirements have been fulfilled 
at the Cross whereby with perfect rectitude the holy 
God can remove sin and make it as powerless to 
condemn as if it had never existed in the human soul 
when the manward conditions of repentance towards 
God and faith in Jesus Christ are observed. Whata 
wealth there is in the Christian religion with the 
cradle and the Cross, the empty tomb and the occupied 
throne, the Eternal God of love and the triumphant 
ever-living Redeemer with all power in heaven and 
inearth! It meets every need, satisfies every longing, 
renders possible the realisation of every aspiration of the 
soul both for the present and the future, and offers salva- 
tion full and free to every one that willreceiveit. In his 
fascinating and powerful dream-allegory, ‘“‘ The Child, 
the Wise Man, and the Devil,’ Coulson Kernahan 
gives us a picture of the world without a Cross. “In 
my dream,” he says, ‘“‘ I looked down upon the world, 
and I saw that the world was in darkness, save for 
the light which streamed from anupraised Cross. And 
I saw that the light which shone from the Cross 
made manifest the very heaven of heavens, so that 
even while men trod the dark and thorny ways of the 
world, they might at any time look up, and see above 
them the loving Father-face of God.’ Some were 
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kindling their little candles at the Cross, whilst others 
were declaring for its overthrow as the symbol of 
eternal sorrow. He proceeds, ‘‘ And as they so spoke, 
the light from the Cross suddenly faded out, and 
with it all the little lights that had been kindled 
at its fire, leaving the world in darkness utter and 
complete.” No truer picture was ever drawn, 
as without the Cross we should not have one ray of 
spiritual light, nothing but the densest darkness. In 
writing to the Romans, St. Paul declares that he is 
not ashamed of the Gospel, but in addressing the ~ 
Galatians he rises to a greater height of confidence in 
stating boldly that his sole ground of glorying is in the 
Cross of Christ. His message was ‘‘ the word of the 
Cross,” and to it he remained true, as he knew that 
a Gospel emptied of our Lord’s atoning death and His 
resurrection from the dead had lost its essential 
content, and was utterly ineffectual to deal with the 
needs of humanity. He plainly told the Corinthians 
that his sole desire was to present unto them Jesus 
Christ and Him Crucified. The Apostle’s entire hopes 
for advancing the Kingdom of God in the world, of 
strengthening the Church of Christ, of building up 
believers, and gathering in the sinful, rebellious sons 
of men were centred in the Cross. If sin could be 
_ overcome and the world won for God in any other 

way than through the Cross, then to him it seemed 
that Christ had died in vain. But he repudiates the 
idea by declaring that there is no hope for the world 
apart from the Redeemer’s saving work, and the only 
place of safety for a human soul is to be found in 
Christ under the Shadow of His Cross. 

A short time ago a venerable and highly esteemed 
minister of the Gospel received the call to pass to 
higher service. He had spent a long, faithful, and 
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devoted ministry in early life on the foreign field 
and later in the homeland. He had seen the power 
of the Cross to transform human life amongst the 
heathen as well as where Christianity was supreme, 
and he often referred in glowing terms to the mighty 
transforming power of the Cross both in heathendom 
and at home. As he lay on his dying bed a few days 
before his passing, apparently in a state of uncon- 
sciousness, his son, sitting at the bedside, proceeded to 
repeat Charles Wesley’s tender, touching hymn, 
*“ Jesus, lover of my soul.”’ At the beginning of the 
third stanza he paused for a moment to see if his father 
understood or was following him, when the dying 
saint with firm voice repeated the opening line of this 
Pea nou. QO: Christ, artiall Ib want2*: do: him 
as to St. Paul, Christ was ‘all, and in all.’’ These 
were his last words on earth, in a few days he ascended 
into the presence of his Immortal King. Christ is 
all any human soul requires: with Him we have 
everything both for time and eternity; without Him 
we miss all. As Redeemer Jesus has made peace 
through the blood of His Cross, as Mediator He will 
not cease in His activity until He has reconciled 
all things in heaven and in earth unto Himself, and 
brought them into submission to the Father that 
God may be all in all. 
“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 


My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


‘Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small : 


Love so amazing, so Divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
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